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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving Certificate of recognition 
from Guinness Book of World Records for the largest Birsa Munda Hockey 
Stadium at Rourkela. 
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BANDE UTKALA JANANI 


Kantakabi Laxmikanta Mohapatra 


BANDE UTKALA JANANI SUNDARA MANDIRA MANDITA-DESHA 
CHARU HASAMAYI CHARU BHASAMAY1I CHARU KALABALI-SHOBHITA-BESHA 
JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! PUNYA TIRTHACHAYA-PURNA PRADESHA 


JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! 
QE ALT SEA1 


SIQFIAANA SIQ aIaaal, 
RISA, SHS, SE | 


PUTA-PAYODHI-BIDHAUTA-SHARIRA 


Jaa AGA AIe-c6eall, 
AIQIEROM-CEAG-CPAII, 
gay o1dea-ga-qeeall 


TALA-TAMALA-SUSOBHITA-TIRA SHH, SH, SHAT II 
SHUBHRA TATINIKULA-SHIKARA-SHAMIRA UTKALA SURABARA-DARPITA-GEHA 
UNE USNS IY ARIKULA-SHONITA-CHARCHITA-DEHA 


VISWA BHUMANDALA-KRUTAVAR-SNEHA 
JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! 
AER Jaca-ede-caal, 
AAER-CEIAO-9SO-CELI, 
SI QAIR-GEOQ-6EI 


qe-asalu-Seslo-aaial, 

GINSAIG-—QESAS-SI1Al, 

JIQOSMEa-MSQ-AMAl 
SEE, GEE1, SEAT II 


GHANA BANABHUMI RAJITA ANGE 


NILA BHUDHARAMALA SAJE TARANGE Sel, SHAT, SSS II 
KALA KALA MUKHARITA CHARU BIHANGE KABIKULAMAULI SUNANDANA-BANDYA 
JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! BHUBANA BIGHOSHITA-KIRTI ANINDYA 


DHANYE, PUNYE, CHIRA SHARANYE 
JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! 
MSEREMG GLE-COUI, 

REEl, EFFI, E991 II QeeSeaGoe-@iaaGeul, 


SUNDARASHALI-SUSOBHITA-KSHETRA oe Ca 
GYANA BIGYANA-PRADARSHITA-NETRA SHE, SHS, SHAT II 
JOGI RUSHIGANA - UTAJA-PAVITRA 
JANANI, JANANI, JANANI ! 
QRAdIa-QEsae-c6Aal, 
RIGSRIO-Qedlo-Ceel, 
6AITIATTEl-ASe-ASEl 
aOel, SSSI, SEE II Source :Kanta Sahitya Mala 


AE SSQH AGS UCer, 
MP QUAAIG! ACE GAEET, 
OM 2@ JIAG IQ Scar 
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MAKERS OF MODERN ODISHA 


Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das 
(28.04.1848 - 04.02.1934) 
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Utkalamani Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
(09.10.1877 - 17.06.1928) 
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Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanjadeo Maharaja Krushna Ch andra Gajapati 
(17.12.1870 - 12.02.1912) Narayan Dev 
(26.04.1892 - 25.05.1974) 


Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati Kabibara Radhanath Ray 
(13.01.1843 - 14.06.1918) (28.09.1848 - 17.04.1908) 
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Swabhabakabi Gangadhar Meher 
(09.08.1862 - 04.04.1924) 


Pandit Neelakantha Das Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab 
(05.08.1884- 06.11.1967) (21.11.1899 - 02.01.1987) 
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Legendary leader Biju Patnaik 
(05.03.1916 - 17.04.1997) 
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Dakota (DC-3) Aircraft (VT-AUD 
The display of Dakota Aircraft will inspire the people of Odisha and 
propel them to Dream Big. 


The iconic Dakota (DC-3) Aircraft (VT-AUD belongs to erstwhile Kalinga Airlines was founded by 
Shri Biju Patnaik, Ex-Chief Minister of Odisha. The said airlines operated nearly a dozen Dakotas and 
Shri Patnaik was its Chief Pilot. This Aircraft was used by him to rescue former Indonesian Vice- 
President Md. Hatta and former Prime Minister Sutan Sjahrir. For his effort, Biju Patnaik was given an 
honorary citizenship of Indonesia and awarded the title of “BHUMI PUTRA” by the Indonesian 
Government, a recognition rarely granted to a foreigner. 


Since, this aircraft is closely associated with Shri Biju Patnaik, it will resemble Odisha’s rich aviation 
history which would be a befitting tribute to one of the most iconic personality of Odisha. People will see 
this Dakota Aircraft as a memento of Late Biju Patnaik’s bravery and heroics. 


With the sincere efforts of Government of Odisha, the Dakota Aircraft was shifted from NSCBI Airport, 
Kolkata to Bhubaneswar on 18.01.2023 by road. The display of Dakota Aircraft will inspire the 
people of Odisha and propel them to Dream Big. 
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"The fully State Sponsored Flight Operation in 
Bhubaneswar-Rangeilunda route will boost the 


Industry and Tourism Sector." 


- Naveen Patnaik 
Chief Minister 


In order to increase air connectivity from state capital to other cities and large areas, Government 
of Odisha has started the fully State sponsored flight operation in Bhubaneswar-Rangeilunda (Berhampur) 
route. The Silk City, Berhampur will be connected with Temple City, Bhubaneswar by air which will 
reduce the travel time to one hour. The long standing demand for flight operation to Rangeilunda has 
been fulfilled. 


The presence of attractive places and tourist destinations like Chilika Lake, Tampara Lake, 
Gopalpur Beach, Rushikulya River, Tara Tarini Temple etc. will attract many tourists after air connectivity 
at Rangeilunda. Senior Doctors, Professors of MKCG Medical College and Hospital, Berhampur 
University, IREL, IISER and businessmen from the city will fly out and in frequently. Earlier, Rangeilunda 
Airstrip was used only on handful occasions for flight operations during the arrival of dignitaries. M/s 
India One Air will operate in the Bhubaneswar-Rangeilunda route using a 9 seater small Aircraft. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister has always stressed on transforming and developing each corner of 
Odisha. An airport at Rangeilunda to connect the capital city was a much-needed aspiration of local 
community to accelerate economic activity in the region. Berhampur is considered as a commercial hub 
of Southern Odisha which has seen a rapid growth in its population and industry. The flight operation in 
this route will boost the industry and tourism sector. There was a very long demand for flight operations 
at Rangeilunda and now, the air connectivity will fulfill all the dreams in every respects. 
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ST Secretary’s 2-day visit to 4 Blocks of 
Sundergarh Expedites the pace of 
Developmental works 


Reviewed developmental works relating to health, education, communication, sports and 
mission Shakti activities. 


On the instruction of Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik, Secretary to CM (5T) 
Shri V.K Pandian, was on a 2 day visit to Sundargarh district for review of different development and 
welfare projects. 


Shri Pandian visited Gurundia, Bonai, Koira and Biramitrapur Blocks of Sundergarh district. 


He visited Govt. (SSD) Girls’ High School, Gurundia and discussed with the officials and teachers on 
implementation of 5T School Transformation projects. He then visited the SSD Higher Secondary 
School and Panchayat Higher Secondary School of Gurundia and interacted with the students at both 
places. He instructed the District Administration to complete the 5T School Transformation work at the 
earliest and to make a master plan for development for the school- hostel complex at Higher Secondary 
School. 


Then, Shri Pandian proceeded to construction site of Biju Setu at Tumkela and reviewed the progress of 
the work. The project has been implemented by the Rural Works Division, Rourkela and 40,000 people 
will be benefitted from this project. 


The Secretary, 5T then visited Baneswar Temple, Bonai and offered prayers. Later he interacted with 
Sevayats and other stakeholders and took suggestions from them on various aspects of transformation 
of the temple and asked the District Administration to prepare a proposal. 


Then Sri. Pandian proceeded to Mission Shakti Café, Bonai and interacted with the members of the 
Mission Shakti Group. Also enquired about the benefits they are getting and shortcomings, if any, on 
implementation of the project. 


5T Secretary Shri Pandian visited Sub-Divisional Hospital, Bonai and interacted with the doctors and 
staff there. 


He visited the wards and interacted with the patients of the Hospital and enquired about the facilities 
being provided by the hospital. 
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Shri Pandian visited the Hockey training centre at Bonai and interacted with the players. 


Later he visited the Biju Park of Bonai to see the development works and discussed various developmental 
aspects of the park. Asked the District Administration to take necessary steps to develop a serene 
atmosphere inside the park. 


He also visited the Govt. High School, Baidpali, Bonai and interacted with the teachers and students on 
different beneficial educational activities being provided by the school administration and asked the 
District Administration to make a detailed plan on development of school infrastructure and educational 
initiatives. 

During his visit to Gopabandhu High School of Koira, Shri Pandian discussed with the officials regarding 
completion of different incomplete projects and asked the district administration to complete the ongoing 
work at the earliest. 


He then visited the Degree College, Koira and interacted with the faculty and students. Asked the 
college authorities to provide all necessary educational infrastructure at the college for an all round 
development and also, advised the District Administration to take necessary steps for the welfare of the 
students, as many of the students are from tribal background. 


He then proceeded to the ITI, Koira and reviewed the construction work as well as infrastructure 
set-up. Asked the Principal and District Administration to complete the pending works at the earliest. 
Also, advised the principal to monitor the entire educational infrastructure for proper development of 
the students. 


Further, The Secretary, 5T proceeded to the proposed Smart Park at Biramitrapur. Discussed with the 
District Authorities regarding the modalities and different aspects of the proposed smart park. Then he 
visited the proposed Urban Area Water Body Rejuvenation Project at Biramitrapur. The project is 
expected to augment the rejuvenation of different waterbodies of the locality. Discussed with the district 
officials regarding the proper execution of the project. Then proceeded to the proposed New Bus 
Stand at Biramitrapur and asked the district administration to send a detail proposal for approval by 
government. 


The Secretary, ST then visited the Govt. Boys High School, Biramitrapur. Interacted with the students 
and teachers of the school. 


Sports and Youth Services Secretary R Vineel Krishna, Sundargarh District Collector Dr Parag Harshad 
Gavali and other District & Block level officials were present during the visit of ST Secretary. 
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Odisha Lift Irrigation Corporation bags 
“Water Digest Water Awards 2022-23” for best 
Community Lift Irrigation Project 


The Odisha Lift Irrigation Corporation, Department of Water 
Resources, Odisha bags “Water Digest Water Awards 
2022-23” for “Best Community Lift Irrigation Project for 
the year towards outstanding efforts made within the water 
sector. Managing Director, OLIC- cum-Additional 
Secretary, Department of Water Resources, Government 
of Odisha Shri Sudhansu Mohan Samal received this award 
from the Hon’ble Union Minister, Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra | 
Singh Sekhawat on 16" March 2023 in a ceremony held at 
New Delhi. 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik has 
congratulated the Water Resources Department, Odisha on 
receiving this award. Hon’ble Minister, DoWR, Commerce 
& Transport Smt.Tukuni Sahu has also expressed her great 
pleasure for this achievement of DoWR as well as OLIC. 


The contribution of Community Lift Irrigation 
Projects in the State has been empowering to diversify into other crops and upliftment of communities, 
on-ground tangible changes and cost effectiveness, ease of implementation, highly social impacts. 


This year OLIC is celebrating Golden Jubilee on completion of 50 years of its foundation. In this 
golden Jubilee year, OLIC received such a National Award for 2"4 consecutive year. 


The entire team of OLIC celebrated this honour and promised to render the consistent effort to 
provide assured irrigation facility for betterment of farmers in the State. Development Commissioner 
cum Additional Chief Secretary, DoWR Smt. Anu Garg, OLIC Chairman Shri Amaresh Patri, MD, 
OLIC Shri Sudhansu Mohan Samal expressed that the consistent effort of OILC will achieve more 
success also in other category different LI Projects in future days. 
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“Odisha University of Health Sciences will 
Streamline the Medical Education System.” 


- Naveen Patnaik 
Chief Minister 


i A New Milestone in Odisha's Health Education System (| 
Odisha University of Health Sciences 


oll 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Odisha Shri Naveen Patnaik announced the establishment of "Odisha University 
of Health Sciences, Bhubaneswar on the 107th birth anniversary of illustrious son of the soil, the Architect 
of Modern Odisha and Former Chief Minister Late Biju Patnaik. 


All the Medical and allied Health Sscience colleges / institutions will stand affiliated to Odisha University 
of Health Sciences, Bhubaneswar from the academic session 2023-24. 


All Colleges offering under graduate and post graduate degree courses in Health Sciences starting from 
Modern Medicine, to Dental Science, Ayurveda, Homeopathy, Nursing, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, and 
other allied health science courses will now come under its ambit from the academic session 2023-24. 


The Odisha Government had decided to set up a health university to streamline the medical education 
system as a number of medical institutions were coming up in the state. The Odisha University of Health 
Sciences, Bhubaneswar Act was passed in the Odisha Legislative Assembly in October, 2021 and 
notified by the Government of Odisha in Health & Family Welfare Department on 14th August, 2022. 


Establishment of this Health University will further add value and enhance the quality of medical education, 
patient care and research in the State of Odisha. 
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“Biju Express Way is not just a road but it is a 
Lifeline of the Region.” 


- Naveen Patnaik 
Chief Minister 


e ~—- Various projects worth Rs.3081 crore launched in Bargarh, Nuapada and Kalahandi 


Districts. 
e ~—— Biju Express Way dedicated at Ampani. 
e ~—— Biju Express Way is not just a road but it is the lifeline of this region. 
e _ Biju Express Way, as a milestone, to achieve the goal of transformation of Biju Economic 
Corridor. 
e Financial assistance of Rs.42 crore to the mothers of Mission Shakti. 
During the celebration of the Birth Anniversary of Legendary Leader Byu Patnaik, Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Shri Naveen Patnaik visited Bargarh, Kalahandi and Nuapada districts and dedicated Biju Express 
Way and Biju Economic Corridor from Sohela to Ampani. He also launched different projects of Rs.3081 
crore in these 3 districts. On the occasion of the birth anniversary of Biju babu, who was in the forefront 
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of women empowerment, Hon’ble Chief Minister extended loan assistance to the tune of Rs.42 crore 
for the mothers of Mission Shakti in Bargarh, Nuapada and Kalahandi districts with interest subvention. 


Launching the Biju Express Way at Ampani the Chief Minister addressed the gathering and said that the 
Biju Express Way 1s not just a road but it is the lifeline of this region. This Way will be helpful in the 
development of not only this region but of the whole Odisha. This will bring many opportunities for the 
people while it will also bring market facility for farmers. Besides, the way will bring education related 
facilities for the students, business opportunities for the traders while it will also be helpful to get better 
health services. New industries will crop up by the side of this Corridor that spreads from Ampani to 
Sohela. 


Reiterating that he believes in action not in words, he said that “to attract capital investment an additional 
30 per cent incentive will be provided for investment to the Biju Economic Corridor.” 


The land acquisition work has also been started in advance to accelerate industrial development. By the 
Biju Express way people of Sundergarh, Sambalpur, Jharsuguda, Nuapada, Kalahandi, Nabarangpur, 
Koraput and Malkangiri will be mostly benefited. It will also increase economic activities in between 
Western and Southern Odisha. Further, it will also give a fillip to Tourism. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister thanked everybody for the timely completion of the four way lane Biju Express 
Way between Ghatipada and Ampani within a year, which is a record. 


Remembering Statesman Biju Patnaik who played a prominent role in the infrastructural development of 
Odisha the Chief Minister said that he has been working to create an empowered Odisha after being 
inspired by the ideals of the great leader. The Sambalpur-Rourkela road was a dream of Biju Babu. 
Known as L & T road this road work was initiated by Biju Patnaik in 1993. Offering his tribute to the 
former Odisha Chief Minister, he said that the great leader always remained associated with the soil of 
Odisha and dreams of the people of this land. 
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Hon'ble President 
Republic of India 
Smt. Droupadi Murmu 
on the occasion of Odisha Day 2023 


Odisha is the first State of our country to have been constituted on the basis of language. 
Formation of this modern State on Ist April 1936 is a landmark in our historic quest for the 


linguistic reorganisation of States. 


The people of Odisha and indeed the whole nation owe a debt of gratitude to the 
vision of Utkalgaurab Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati and other stalwarts who spearheaded the movement for a separate 
State. 


The rich history of the State, its magnificent literary and cultural heritage and its exquisite 
handicrafts have fascinated the rest of the world. The progress and development of Odisha in 
diverse fields testify to the industry and hard work of its people and their determination to 


make it more modern, prosperous and vibrant. 


Iam sure that the celebration of the Odisha Day will further inspire the people of the 
State to work for its greater advancement. I have great pleasure in extending my greetings and 


good wishes to all those associated with the celebrations of Odisha Day for its success. 


New Delhi, , — 


March 29, 2023 (Droupadi Murmu) 


Message of 
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India 


Shri Narendra Modi 
on the occasion of Odisha Day 2023 


Greetings and heartiest congratulations to the people of Odisha for Utkala Dibasa 2023 
celebrations. This is a joyous occasion not only for the people of Odisha, but also for those who love the 
Odia people and Odia culture across the nation and the world. 


The warmth of the people of Odisha and the sweetness of the Odia language are as sweet as the 
famous sweets of the State. Be it nature or culture, history or heritage, tradition, technology or sports, 
the state is blessed in every aspect. 


The people of the State have been enriching the nation in diverse domains. Be it in the fields of 
fine arts, literature, or sports, Odia people have been bringing glory to the nation. 


Odisha’s contribution to the nation’s growth story has been truly commendable. It has been an 
industrial hub that has strengthened the modernisation of the country. At the same time, the rich history 
and vibrant Odia culture reflect India’s collective strength, reinforcing the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat’. 


As a maritime hub, Odisha’s importance for international trade through sea ports is an enabling 
factor for India’s maritime trade. The ports in the state facilitate trade with several nations, boosting 
socio-economic prosperity in the country. 


As India marches on in its Amrit Kaal, Iam sure that the people of Odisha will continue to 
impart momentum to the goal of building a strong, inclusive and self-reliant India. 


I once again extend my best wishes to Odia people on the occasion of Odisha Day 2023. May 
the people of Odisha continue to take the State and nation to greater heights of glory. 


aaa | 
29th March, 2023 (Narendra Modi) 


New Delhi, 


Mee of 
Hon'ble Governor of Odisha 
Prof. Ganeshi Lal 
On the Occasion of Odisha Day - 2023 


Dear Sisters and Brothers, 


Let me convey my heartiest greetings to all of you on Odisha Day 2023. On Ist April 1936, the 
segregated Odia speaking tracts were brought together to form a separate Odisha Province on linguistic 
basis.It was not until the 1“ of April 1936, that the British heeded calls for unification on a linguistic basis 


and constituted Odisha as a separate province. 


It was a saga of struggle, sacrifice and cultural awakening, and, innumerable movements, agitations 
and demands followed by the uniting efforts of ‘Utkal Sammilanv’, that ultimately brought this glory for 
the Odias. The untiring struggle of many of our illustrious sons and daughters like Utkal Gourab 
Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan 
Dev, Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo, Dr.Harekrushna Mahtab paved the way for this historic 


unification. 


Since its inception, the characteristic struggle and efforts put in by the Utkal Sammilani to form 
a separate State by uniting the Odia speaking tracts scattered over Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, West 
Bengal and Andhra Pradesh ushered in a movement of uniting Odia people on linguistic basis. Many 
Legendary Literary figures like Byasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, Swabhabkabi Gangadhara Meher, 
Kuntala Kumari Sabat were instrumental in the spread and growth of Odia language and literature and 
the resultant cultural awakening for unification of segregated Odia speaking tracts. An unified Odisha 
province uniting all the scattered tracts on the basis of language was an awakening, a Literary movement, 


a historic struggle and peoples’ protest never heard of in the annals of history. On 1“ April, 1936, such 


XXI 


determined efforts bore fruit and a long cherished peoples’ dream was realised. Odisha became the first 


province in the entire country to be united on linguistic basis. 


‘Utkal Sammilani’ spearheaded the historic “Odia Movement” till the formation of a separate 
State of Odisha with Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das as its moving spirit. Maharaja Krushna Chandra 
Gajapati Narayan Dev was a delegate to the 1st Round Table Conference where he had presented a 
memorandum to the British Authorities for creation of a separate Odisha Province. The emergence of a 
greater Odisha was due to the life long struggle of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, the architect of Modern 
Odisha. Post Indian Independence, he played a crucial role in the unification of the Princely States with 
Odisha Province. In 2011, the change in English rendering from ‘Orissa’ to ‘Odisha’ and Odisha’s 
language from ‘Oriya’ to ‘Odia’, was another historic feat for the State and its language was only 
possible due to the persistent efforts of the State Government. This is indeed historic anda milestone in 


the progress of Odisha Statehood. 


The present geographical name “Odisha’ has its origin in the ancient historic and powerful kingdoms 
of Kalinga, Utkala, Udra and Odra. Odisha’s history is replete with the story of many great dynasties 
that flourished in this soil, emperors who were great empire builders, were great promoters of art, 
architecture, literature and culture. Our maritime trade and commerce with far off South-East Asian 


regions speaks of our heroic past and glorious tradition that dates back to 800 B.C or earlier periods. 


To celebrate the spirit of 75" year of India’s Independence in the State, Mahatma Gandhi's 


message of non-violence, peace, solidarity and harmony was spread across the nook and corner of the 
State through ‘Ahimsa Ratha’, The ‘Chariot of Non-violence’ from 15" August 2022 to 2"* October 
2022. Holy river waters and sacred soil from the memorial sites of freedom struggle and freedom 
fighters of Odisha were collected from all over the State and ‘Swaraj Tree’ was planted with the sacred 
soils and sprinkled with the holy waters by the Chief Minister, Odisha in the Lokaseva Bhawan premises. 
The State Government’s resolve to make the youth aware of the life, times, sacrifice and struggle of the 
freedom fighters who were devoted to the cause of our motherland, was brought out in a big way 


through the celebration of the ‘Spirit of freedom’ all over the State. 


The State has made rapid strides during the last two decades, and, is now ona journey of next 


level transformation and growth. Transformation of governance measures through 5T and ‘Mo Sarkar’ 


oe 


initiatives, provide pro-people and pro-poor governance, improve quality of life by transforming key 
and basic areas of governance for citizens including children and elderly have been the priority of the 
State Government. To transform this vision into reality, various pro-people programmes are being 
implemented with people’s participation in the process of governance and their feedback on governance 


measures are taken as crucial inputs in the success of these welfare programmes. 


The State remains focused on ensuring better quality of life for the vulnerable and disadvantaged 
communities and has undertaken several social security initiatives and socio economic development 
programmes. Sustainable livelihood programmes have strengthened living at the grassroot level, active 


participation of women in the process of development has ensured equitable growth in the social order. 


Odisha is well known in the world for its hospitality and hosting of major world sporting events. 
With setting up of high performance centres and world class sports infrastructure, Odisha has evolved 
as one of the international by organising World Cup Hockey for two consecutive times, and by constructing 
World’s largest Birsa Munda sporting destinations. Hockey Stadium at Rourkela with 20 thousand 
seating capacity within a record 15 months time, Odisha has proved its prowess as a sporting powerhouse. 
Transformation and holistic development of World Heritage sites like Srikshetra, Ekamra Kshetra, Konark 
Temple, Tara Tarini Shrine, Samaleswari Temple, Nrusinghanath, Harishankar shrine and many other 
heritage sites have been taken up in a big way to preserve, protect and popularise the rich temple 


architecture, heritage and culture of Odisha. 


Odisha’s deep ethnic roots are preserved in its 62 tribal groups, which constitute 24 per cent of 
the State’s population. State Government is consistently making efforts to preserve their rich cultural 
heritage and tradition. The State Government’s priority to provide quality education to ST, SC, Minority 


and other backward class students has resulted in the establishment of more than 5500 hostels in the 


State. Pre-Matric scholarship for both girls and boys in class 6™ to 8" and Post-Matric scholarship to 


incentivise ST, SC students to take up higher education and technical education have been enhanced. 
‘Anwesha’ programme ensures residential boarding and tuition fees for ST, SC students for pursuing 
English Medium education in reputed English Medium Public Schools in urban areas. ‘Akanksha’ ensures 
well equipped residential accommodation along with other facilities for ST, SC students pursuing higher 
studies inurban areas. An exclusive tribal livelihood promotion initiative “Mukhyamantn Janajati Jeevika 


Mission” to benefit 1.5 lakh households in the first phase is on the anvil. Special development Councils 
have been established in 9 tribal dominated districts for preservation of tribal culture, tradition, heritage 


and unique identity of the tribes. 


The State has consistently prioritized and placed women and children at the centre of all its 
initiatives. Amovement for strengthening and development of entrepreneurship and leadership among 
70 lakh SHG Women through “Mission Shakti’ is going on in full swing to elevate these micro initiatives 
into entrepreneurs in collaboration with big business houses and MNCs. With new income generating 
activities, continuous financial support, skill development training and new livelihood avenues, these 70 
lakh women are now all set to lead the biggest ever financial movement of the State. To propel women- 
led entrepreneurship and women-owned micro enterprises, the State has enhanced Mission Shakti 


loan-State interest subvention scheme at zero per cent annual rate of interest. 


Agriculture in Odisha has made rapid strides during the last two decades. From a food deficit 
State, Odisha is now self sufficient in food grain production anda surplus State in rice production. Rice 
production has doubled and food grain production has been recorded as highest ever of 130.39 lakh 
metric tonne in 2020-21 FY. Farmers’ welfare programmes like ‘KALIA’ and ‘BALARAM’ provide 
input support to small and marginal farmers, livelihood support for landless agricultural households and 
provide crop loans to Oral lessees, share croppers and tenant farmers through Joint Liability Groups. 
‘Odisha Millet Mission’ is now a flagship programme to promote production of Millets in a big way in 
the State and provide livelihood support to small and marginal farmers of rain fed areas of Odisha while 


contributing to nutritional security of the community. Odisha has become the first State to initiate, earmark 


and dedicate the 10" of November each year as the ‘Millets Day’. 


The State is committed to provide safe drinking water at consumer taps round the clock through 
tap water connection to every household in urban areas of the state, and through Pipe Water Supply 
schemes in the rural areas. Provision of pucca houses for all houseless households, livelihood security to 
the vulnerable sections of society through rural employment generation schemes, creation of durable, 
tangible assets for the community in convergence with various schemes and programmes, empowering 


women, youth and artisans through different skill development trainings and market linkage have been 
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prioritized by the State. Odisha has achieved the distinction of being the first State in the Country in 
providing people-centric urban governance and improving the quality of lives of the people in cities. So 
far, 85 cities including all five Municipal Corporations have achieved drink from tap water connection to 
all households. ‘Drink from Tap’ mission under 5 T’ initiatives has brought water supply service standards 
at par with international cities. World’s largest slum land rights and upgradation programme “JAGA 
Mission” provided land rights and has transformed slums to liveable habitats. More than 1.73 lakh slum 


families have been granted with land right certificates. 


The State is committedly working for socio-economic development of its people in rural Odisha 
through construction of all-weather roads and bridges. Biju Express Way, the new four lane express 
way connecting Odisha from West to South has become the new economic lifeline of people of the 
connected areas providing industry, tourism and business linkage. During the last 2 decades, the State 
has witnessed next level transformation in connectivity, infrastructure, health facilities, establishment of 
world class institutions, port development and air connectivity. Odisha is now recognised as the technology 
resource hub of India after opening of global institutes like IBM’s Client innovation Centre and Deloitte 
Tech Talent Hub in the State. 


Odisha’s zero casualty approach in natural disasters has been dubbed across the globe as the 
‘Odisha Model’ and is being emulated world over. Community level participation, training, building of 
multi-purpose cyclone shelters, early weather warning dissemination systems coupled with effective co- 
operation, co-ordination of all stakeholders have all been integrated into the State’s effective disaster 
management system. TheState is now focussing on creation of disaster resilient infrastructures in disaster 


prone areas to reduce the impact of disasters. 


The State has now fostered a vibrant industrial growth atmosphere with promotion of all time 
high industrial investment, creation of ample employment opportunities with investor friendly policies, 


technological interventions and best land banks of the country. Odisha has become the most favoured 


investment destination. The 3" Edition of the ‘Make in Odisha’ industrial conclave has seen huge investment 


intent in thrust sectors, non-metal and downstream industries and the rise of women entrepreneurs. 
‘Skilled in Odisha’ is now on its way to become a global brand with skilling of our youth through new 
age skills imparted by the World Skill Centre. The State has strengthened and facilitated quality healthcare 
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infrastructure along with provision of assured, equitable, affordable health care services for all its citizens 


through Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana. From transforming the three Medical colleges into world class 
health institutions to introducing BSKY Smart Health cards, launching of Mukhyamantri Vayu Swasthya 


Seva Yojana for specialist health care in inaccessible areas of the State, and, the Odisha University of 
Health Sciences, anew milestone in Odisha’s Health education system, the Government has taken the 


health sector transformation to the next level. 


Odisha has earned global recognition in Women empowerment, food security and disaster 
management, and, has set a benchmark for other States to emulate. Today, on this glorious occasion, 
when Odisha takes pride in its culture, tradition, heritage, art and architecture and makes strides in next 
level transformation of the State and its people, let us take a pledge to uphold its glory and stay together 


to build a vibrant new Odisha. 


Vande Utkal Janani. 


Message of 
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Odisha 
Shri Naveen Patnaik 


on the occasion of Odisha Day 2023 


Today is the auspicious Odisha Day. On this occasion, I convey my good wishes and 


congratulations to all of you including Odia Brothers and Sisters living abroad. 


On this occasion, I pay my sincere tributes to the great sons and daughters like Utkal Gourab 
Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Parala Maharaja Krushnachandra Gajapati, 
Khallikote Raja Bahadur Ramchandra Mardaraj Deo, Pandit Godabarish Mishra, Fakir Mohan Senapati 
and Gangadhar Mehar. I also offer my respectful homage to those who have enriched Odisha language, 


literature, dance, music and art. 


Odisha Day is a celebration of self- dignity of our four and a half crore Odia brothers and 
sisters. It is also a celebration of Odia self-identity. As an Odia we move forward with our glorious 


history, our language, our literature and our culture. The goal is an empowered Odisha. 


After 13 years we will celebrate the centenary of formation of separate State of Odisha. In 100 
years of separate Odisha, we will build 'Great Odisha, Strong Odisha'. The year 2036 will be the year 


of Odia race. 


The formation of separate State of Odisha had paved the way for the formation of separate 
State on linguistic basis. Today, Odisha has become a model in many respects. It also shows the way to 


the country in various fields. It is certainly a matter of pride and glory for all Odias. 


Today's Odisha has become No.1 in many spheres. It has taken our self dignity to new heights. 


We are No.1 in Disaster Management. We are No.1 in development of Sports infrastructure. We are 


es 


also No.1 in Social Welfare. We have become equal to the leading states of the country in economy, 


agricultural production, capital investment, education, health services etc. Poverty has been reduced. 


During the last 23 years, our per capita income has increased almost 10 times. 


Behind all these successes is the collective efforts of four and a half crore Odia people. Today, 
each and every Odia is committed to fulfill our collective dreams. It is my firm belief that our dreams for 


Odisha of 2036 must come true. 
Let us all come together and work towards building the Odisha of our dreams. 


We have to uphold the glory that 'Odisha is the best’. 
Bande Utkal Janani. 


i 
Message of 
Hon/’ble Minister 


Information & Public Relations 


Shri Pradip Kumar Amat 
on the Occasion of Odisha Day - 2023 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
On the auspicious occasion of Odisha Day, I convey my best wishes to all of you. 


It is indeed a pride, privilege and pleasure for me to say that Odisha was the first state in the 
country to be created on the basis of language on Ist April, 1936. Formation of separate Odisha 
province is a significant event in Indian history. This landmark event paved the way for formation of 
States on linguistic basis in the country. We, the people of Odisha are immensely indebted to Utkal 
Gourab Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Parala Maharaja Krushnachandra 
Gajapati Narayan Dev, Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, Swabhabkabi Gangadhar Meher, Kabibar 
Radhanath Ray, Karmaveer Gourishankar and many other illustrious sons and daughters who through 
their relentless struggle and selfless sacrifices achieved separate Statehood for us. On this occasion, I 
offer my sincere tributes to all of them and to those who have taken Odisha to new heights on the path 
of progress and prosperity with their hard works. 


The present name ‘Odisha’ has its origin in the ancient historic kingdoms of Kalinga, Utkal, 
South Koshala and Odra which were big and powerful territorial units in the annals of past history. The 
integration of our exotic and heroic past with sublime present accomplishments of development and 
empowerment imperatives distinctly differentiates us from others in the country. Odisha’s magnificent 
heritage and exquisite cultural tradition speak more about our maritime mastery in as early as 4th and 5th 
century B.C. Our spiritual and ethical journey through the times differentiate us from others, because of 
our unparalleled heritage blending harmony and stimulating creativity. Our fascinating flora and fauna, 
fairs and festivals, folk and tribal traditions, classical Odissi dance and music, intricate appliqué works, 
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filigree, handicrafts, paintings and patta chitras, textile and handloom fabrics speak volumes about the 
unique land of Odisha. Moreover, auspicious blessings of Lord Jagannath, our presiding deity have 
made our State more fortunate to earn fame worldwide in various fields. 


From the days of emperor Kharavela and Kapilendra Deva to present Odisha, this land has 
always been a peaceful State with all eyes on progress and prosperity. During these 87 years after 
achieving separate Statehood, Odisha has marched ahead in bolstering its economic power, harnessing 
its vast natural and mineral resources. In the process of ensuring the economic progress, the State 
Government has succeeded in creating an everlasting investor-friendly environment. We have achieved 
a lot in various sectors. Odia language has been accorded the status of classical language. From sports 
to literature, Odias with their inherent talents are performing to the best of their abilities and making the 
nation proud. Odisha’s contributions to Indian economy and socio-cultural mainstream have been greatly 
acknowledged. Our journey towards development remains uninterrupted with a stable and dedicated 
government, which always thrives for the benefit of its people. The growth rate of our State goes high 
gradually as compared to national average. Continuous progress 1s being realised in the fields of 
Agriculture, Irrigation, Industries, Education, Information Technology, Health Services, Welfare of 
Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes, Women Empowerment, Child 
Development, Forest and Environment, Drinking Water, Connectivity, Commerce and Transport, Energy, 
Employment, Tourism & Culture and Human Resources Development etc. People from every walk of 
society have been benefited through an array of welfare schemes and effective initiatives only due to 
responsive governance. Odisha moves ahead towards a new zenith of progress and prosperity, increasing 
investment intents and successful organization of back-to-back Men’s Hockey World Cups are proofs. 


Let us join hands by imbibing the spirit of empowering Odisha and strive hard to take it to new 


heights of glory and grandeur. We must work hard sincerely and hopefully to affirm our self-esteem and 


Odia pride always. 


Bande Utkal Janani. 


Editor's Note .... 


The month of March was the month Odisha marched towards empowering women. The fifth of 
March, we celebrated as the birthday of the legendary leader Biju Patnaik, the Tall Man of India. 
Towering over political leaders even at the national level, he was a force to reckon with and a presence 
about which tomes are being written. The most famous among them is the rescue by air of the then 
leaders of Indonesia fighting against the Dutch colonial rulers by Biju Patnaik along with his wife Gyana 
Patnaik who was also a trained pilot. 


Unheard of in the history of mankind as a daring-do. The historical Dakota plane in which it 
took place was parked in Kolkata. It was the demand of the Odias to bring it to the airport aptly named 
after him. With much enthusiasm, the Dakota plane was installed as a display for posterity to see and 
wonder and respect the daring achievement. 


The day 5th March is celebrated as the Panchayati Raj Dibas, respecting his dream of devolution 
of democracy to the grassroots level in line with ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. It was Biju Babu's 107th 
birthday. It ushered in a large number of significant steps in the social life of Odisha. 


The Government of Odisha started the State-sponsored flight operation from Bhubaneswar to 
Rangeilunda (Berhampur), fulfilling a long-standing demand of the people of Ganjam. 


The 174.5-km-long four-lane Biyu Expressway, connecting Ghatipada with Ampani, built at a 
cost of Rs.590.84 crore from Odisha's own source, was inaugurated by Shri Naveen Patnaik, describing 
it as "lifeline of this region". It will provide a much-needed boost to businesses, offer improved health 
services and facilitate faster transportation, benefitting the people of eight districts; Sundargarh, Sambalpur, 
Jharsuguda, Nuapada, Kalahandi, Nabarangpur, Koraput and Malkangiri. 


At Bargarh, he unveiled the Biju Economic Corridor, spanning from Sohela to Ampani, and 
asserted that the incentives and subsidies provided by his government will attract investments to the 
region in the days to come. 


Establishment of Odisha University of Health Sciences for imparting universal quality health 
education in Allopathy, Homeopathy, Ayurveda, Nursing, Lab Technology, and all other paramedical 
Sciences in the State is another milestone in health sector. 


It was followed by 8th of March signifying the observation of International Women's Day. It 
was Biju Patnaik's dream of encouraging women for stepping out, breaking the glass ceiling and making 
their presence felt. It is being given the shape by his son, an icon of decency and humanity, Mr Naveen 
Patnaik, the record breaking Chief Minister of Odisha. Under his direction, it led to a week-long 
celebration, bringing out the achievements of the women as empowering the political, social and economic 
justice enshrined in the preamble of our Constitution. Odisha has set the tone of women's empowerment. 
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This year's budget of Odisha was to the tune of Rs.2.30 Lakh Crore, a significant achievement 
by itself. It could allocate funds for all the government's commitments. This is about 15% higher than the 
Odisha Budget of 2022. This growth oriented budget has given due justice to health, agriculture, irrigation, 
education, infrastructure development, environment and forests, energy, tourism, sports, industry, trade, 
communication and transportation. Social development and welfare has been given priority through 
focus on protecting the interests of women, farmers, tribals, Scheduled Castes, OBCs, rural people, 
weaker and marginalised sections of the society, elderly citizens, labourers, employees, teachers, health 
workers, etc. Similarly, provision has been made in the budget to use the latest technology for skill 
development of the youth. The budget also provides for the protection and expansion of the state's 
language and culture, a new Odisha with accelerated pace of development. 


This is in direct contrast to the National Budget which has massively reduced the allocation for 
major centrally sponsored schemes. Some of the Flagship Schemes of the Union Government which 
support the poor, marginalized and are instrumental in achieving the Government's development objectives, 
including sustaianable development goals (SDGs) have also seen a decline in this year's budget allocations. 


In ademocratic country, it is the responsibility of the government to empower all individuals in 
the society and especially to lead them on the path of progress by giving more priority to the financial 
allocation provision of money for those who are deprived of mainstream life. 


The vision of the Odisha Govt. is "New Odisha - Empowered Odisha" to achieve rapid and 
inclusive growth through the development of Human Resources and capital assets for long-term Economic 
Growth. 


This March saw Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik receiving the "Best State For Promotion Of 
Sports Award" at Sportstar Aces 2023 on Feb 27, 2023, a ceremony hosted by The Hindu Group in 
Mumbai. This is in recognition of the unprecedented support given to sports in Odisha enhancing India's 
stature in the international arena. 

The other accolade was the certificate of recognition given by the Guinness Book of World 
Records for Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium in Rourkela for being the largest fully seated hockey stadium 
in the world. 


Amonth of glory, and promises of beautiful future and the wherewithal to achieve them all. 


On the occasion of celebration of Odisha Divas, I offer my sincere tributes to the illustrious sons 
and daughters of this sacred soil, who dedicated their entire life in formation of a separate State of 
Odisha on linguistic basis. 


Wishing "Happy Odisha Divas to every one, who loves Odisha carries a special meaning with 


so many things to be happy about. 
owes © 


(Kasturi Mchapatra) 
Editor, Odisha Review 


Bande Utkal Janani. 
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Budget 2023-24 


Agriculture & Farmers' Empowerment, 
Fisheries & Animal Resources 
Development Departments 


Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


I would like to start with extending my sincere gratitude to the Leader of the House, Hon’ble 
Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik for giving me this opportunity to present the Annual Budget for the 
Financial Year 2023-24 for the fifth consecutive time. We have aligned the budget with the vision of our 
beloved Chief Minister on building a New Odisha— An Empowered Odisha. 


2. In the last 23 years, our Government, under the able leadership of Shri Naveen Patnaik, has 
not only been able to raise the aspirations of our people but has also been able to meet them by taking 
the State on an unprecedented growth trajectory. From a State often counted amongst the most 
underdeveloped States, Odisha is now surging ahead to lead the country in many sectors. Transformation 
is our singular aim. 


3: Weare firmly committed on saving lives and livelihood from disasters, ensuring food and health 
security to all the people, political and economic empowerment of women, uplifting millions from poverty 
and all-round development and progress of the State. Our Government has always stood for, supported 
and advocated the cause of women, farmers, tribals, youths, labourers, religious minorities, and the 
weaker & backward sections of the society. Our strategy and hard work has yielded remarkable 
results. 


4. Odisha has made rapid progress in irrigation, agriculture production & productivity, food security, 
pucca houses for all, safe drinking water, sanitation, electricity, road connectivity, education, skills, 
health care, livelihood opportunities, social security and urban development. We are today an attractive 
global destination for investment in manufacturing, information technology, service industries and start- 
ups. Significantly, Odisha is now a global sports hub with world-class infrastructure capable of successfully 
holding back-to-back international sporting events. 


5. These achievements have been made despite vulnerability of our State to frequent natural 
calamities. As a matter of fact, Odisha has come a long way in its ability to respond to the natural 
disasters and has received global recognition from the United Nations. 


6. Our Government is committed to enhancing credibility, accountability and transparency in 
Governance and Public Financial Management. The 5T mantra of our beloved Chief Minister 
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Shri Naveen Patnaik coupled with “Mo Sarkar” initiative has brought about transformation in every 
sphere of governance and service delivery. 


7. AS apatticipative process, we held pre-budget consultations with experts, representatives of 
different sections and people at large. 1930 suggestions were received through various modes across a 
range of subjects. We have carefully considered the suggestions and included some of them in the 
Budget. This reflects our commitment to our citizens and truly partnering them in budget-making and 
building “New Odisha-Empowered Odisha.” 


8. Like previous years, this Budget is in two parts. The first part is the Agriculture Budget and 
second part is the General Budget. 


PART-I (AGRICULTURE BUDGET) 
Macro-Economic Outlook 


a The global economic prospects for 2023-24 appears to be grim. Both IMF and World Bank 
have forecasted a sluggish growth of around 1.7%. India is recognized as the bright spot in the world 
with projected growth of 6.8% during 2023-24. Odisha’s economy with sharp recovery from the 
impact of pandemic with growth of 11.5% in 2021-22 and consistent higher growth than national 
economy has been the growth engine of the country. With projected GSDP growth of 8 percent in 
2023-24, Odisha can be one of the brightest spots of Indian economy. With consistent higher economic 
growth, the per capita income gap at National and State level has narrowed down from 31.6 percent in 
2015- 16 to 11.7 percent in 2022-23. With this trend, we can expect the State per-capita income to 
surpass the national average in coming few years. In this context, Inow proceed to present the Agriculture 
Budget. 


Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


10. Odisha is predominantly an agrarian economy with Agriculture and allied activities constituting 
22.5 percent in Gross State Value Added (GSVA) as per Odisha Economic Survey, 2022-23. The 
agriculture and allied sector is the largest single employment sector of the state and holds the key to 
socio economic development in the state. Therefore, our Government lays special emphasis on 
development of the sector through various interventions supported by a comprehensive and inclusive 
State Agriculture Policy that has a paradigm shift with its orientation towards market linkage. It is 
expected to bring a substantial change in farmer’s income through realisation of better prices. 


Le Our Government is supporting this sector through a separate Agriculture Budget since 2013- 
14 with allocation ofa sizeable portion of its resources. 


12. — With an objective of increasing the production, productivity of both farm and the farmer and 
welfare of the farmers in State, I propose an outlay of Rs.24,829 crore under the Agriculture Budget, 
2023-24 which is 20% more than last year and 3 times of the Budget Estimate during 2016-17. 
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Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


13. Inline with the commitment of Hon’ble Chief Minister, Odisha that “Tt is my endeavour that not 
a single poor man is deprived of Food Security”, the State is implementing NFSA and SFSS ina 
transparent and efficient manner. In fact, our efforts have not only been appreciated across the Country 
but have been recognised by recently conducted State ranking index (2022) for National Food Security 
Act (NFSA) by Government of India wherein Odisha has been ranked as the No.1 State in the Country. 


14. Food Security can be achieved by putting in place a robust paddy procurement system on the 
ground. In the last two decades from a food deficit State, we have not only become surplus but also are 
the 4th largest contributor to the Central Pool. Since paddy procurement operations are increasing and 
in order to ensure timely payment to the farmers, in this budget, there is a provision of Rs.2,000 crore 
as revolving fund to be utilized for paddy procurement operations besides the borrowings by OSCSC. 
Though paddy procurement operations are conducted in all the 30 districts of the State but major 
contribution is from the Western Odisha. So, they will be the major beneficiaries of the revolving fund 
and it will help them in their livelihood. 


15. Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) scheme has been 
introduced by the State Government in the financial year, 2018-19 to accelerate agricultural prosperity 
and reduce poverty in the State. About 41.08 lakh small & marginal farmers and 18.69 lakh landless 
agricultural households have already been assisted under this scheme in the State. I propose an amount 
of Rs.1,879 crore is under KALIA scheme in the budget. 


16. CROP PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT: The Strategy for Crop Production Management 
in the State embodies smooth procurement and distribution of Agriculture Inputs (Seeds, Fertilisers & 
Pesticides) of desired quality and making them available at farmers’ doorstep in adequate quantities, 
timely and at affordable prices. 


We Odisha University ofA griculture and Technology (OUAT) plays a vital role in agricultural research 
and extension education in the State. Our Hon’ble Chief Minister has committed to transform OUAT 
into a Centre of Excellence and set global benchmarks in agricultural research and extension. Rs.166 
crore has been proposed as grants to OUAT for agricultural research, education, and infrastructure, 
which is more than five times of Budget allocation made in the year 2019-20. 


18. — Horticulture is one of the key drivers for economic development which provides income support 
to the farmers and improve their nutritional security. Rs.381 crore has been proposed under Horticulture 
Development Programme to stimulate an array of activities for the promotion of horticultural crops and 
holistic growth of the horticulture sector. Similarly, Rs.121 crore is proposed under National Horticulture 
Mission for integrated development of horticulture. 


19. — Soil Health Management has assumed greater importance due to intensive agriculture practice. 
Organic farming is being constantly pursued under the aegis of State Organic Farming Policy and it is 
aimed to cover around 2 lakh hectares during next five years under organic farming. 
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20. | Farm Mechanization has been one of the focus points of State Government. Rs.388 crore is 
proposed towards subsidy for capital investment for the establishment of commercial agri-enterprises 
& for popularization of agricultural implements and diesel pump sets. 


21, JALANIDHI Scheme has been remodeled as “Soura Jalanidhi” programme to harness 
renewable source of energy, especially in power inaccessible areas. 2902 number of Solar powered 
private lift irrigation points have been established. During 2023-24, it is proposed for bringing more 
area under assured irrigation and for the purpose, Rs.250 crore has been proposed under the scheme. 
Apart from that it is proposed to provide Rs.45 crore under State Incentive for Micro irrigation. 


22. Further, Rs.306 crore has been proposed under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RK VY) to 
ensure the holistic development of agriculture and allied sectors in the State. 


23.  Anallocation of Rs.52 crore has been proposed to support Farmers’ Producers Organisations 
(FPOs) in the production, aggregation, storage, processing, distribution, and marketing of agriculture 
and allied sector resources for sustainable development. 


24. | Wewould spend Rs. 367 Crore for next five years for implementation of the “Empowerment 
of Women in Agriculture- Promotion of Entrepreneurship for Women SHG” to ensure sustainable 
income generation of women beneficiaries / WSHGs to make the State a net exporter of mushroom & 
high value flowers over the mission period. An allocation of Rs.100 crore has been proposed under 
Mission on Floriculture & Mushroom. 


25. Odisha Jackfruit Mission is to be implemented in 50 blocks of selected 9 districts of the state 
within 5 years. An allocation of Rs.9 crore has been proposed under the scheme. Irrigation and Water 
Use efficiency. 


Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


26. | Our Government’s thrust on accelerated development of irrigation continues. In recent years, 
Hon’ble Chief Minister has dedicated to the farmers of Odisha big projects like Upper Indravati Lift 
Irrigation Project in Kalahandi, Lower Indra Major Irrigation Project benefiting Nuapada & Bolangir 
and Deo Irrigation Project benefiting the tribal farmers of Mayurbhanj & Keonjhar. In the last two 
years, irrigation has been provided to an additional 32,000 hectares in Mayurbhanj and Balasore from 
Subarnarekha Irrigation Project. Another 10,000 hectares will be added this year from this project. 


27. Pursuant to Hon’ble Chief Minister’s commitment to the people of Western Odisha, Gangadhar 
Meher Lift Irrigation Project was initiated in 2020 to benefit the farmers of mainly Bijepur, Sohela and 
Barpali of Bargarh district. This project, utilizing pipelines with diameter up to 11 feet, has been executed 
at record speed and will be completed before time, providing kharif irrigation to 25,600 hectares. 


28. Further, impounding of water in reservoirs will take place this year in Lower Suktel Major 
Irrigation Project in Bolangir, and Kanupur irrigation Project in Keonjhar. Also, the link canal connecting 
Anandapur Barrage on Baitarani river to Bidyadharpur Barrage on Salandi River will be dedicated to 
the people of Keonjhar and Balasore this year. Further, Ghatakeswar dam in Ganjam, Manjore extension 
in Angul and Kusumi barrage in Nayagarh will also be completed in 2023. 
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29. With the objective of water conservation and to meet the ever-increasing demand for water, 
our Government had announced a scheme for Construction of Instream Storage Structures across 
various rivers in 2020. While, in 30 Instream Storage structures, work has been taken up, the Instream 
Storage Structure at Saptamatruka in Jajpur will be completed in June 2023. Apart from that, 16 more 
In-stream Storage Structures are being grounded this year in Jamutpali in Bargarh, Khairamal in Boudh 
- Sonepur, Subalaya in Cuttack - Nayagarh, Budlapali in Sambalpur, Sorada in Ganjam, Kansapal in 
Mayurbhanj, Akhuapada in Bhadrak, Deogaon in Sambalpur, Amath in Kalahandi, Kukedmal in Bolangir, 
Jenapur in Jajpur, Kursud in Kalahandi - Bolangir, Jokadia in Jajpur, Patharla in Bolangir-Kalahandi, 
Tustapali(Lower Lanth) in Bolangir and Godhaneswar in Sonepur-Boudh. In the coming financial year, 
another 20 Instream Storage Structures are proposed to be taken up including one at Khadago in 
Kandhamala fulfilling the long-felt needs of the region. For this an initial sum of Rs.854 crore has been 
proposed in this budget. 


30. _Tocater to the needs of the hitherto uncovered upland areas of the state, our Government 
launched Parvati Giri Mega Lift Irrigation scheme. Under the scheme, 208 projects have been completed. 
In the 2nd phase, 170 new projects have been taken up with an estimated cost of Rs.10,759 crore 
over a period of 5 years which will provide irrigation to an additional 2.63 lakh hectares and a sum of 
Rs. 500 crore has been proposed under this scheme. 


31. Our Government’s Deep Bore-Well and Community Lift Irrigation Programme has received 
overwhelming response from over 16 lakh farmers in districts like Bargarh, Bolangir, Kalahandi etc. 
Under the scheme, more than one lakh deep bore wells and around 35,000 Community Lift Irrigation 
Projects have been completed. Considering its success, our Government has approved Rs.4,198 crore 
for installation of additional one lakh deep bore wells by 2025-26. An initial outlay of Rs.300 crore has 
been proposed during 2023-24 under the scheme with a target to install 20,000 deep bore wells this 
year. A sum of around Rs.400 crore has been proposed under Biju Krushak Vikash Yojana (BKVY) 
for taking up around 1500 Community Lift projects during 2023-24. 


32; To address the concerns of the Hon’ble Members of the august House, under Hon’ble CM’s 
directions the revival of defunct lift irrigation points will be taken up as a drive to cover maximum 
number of defunct LIPs that are otherwise technically feasible for revival. An initial sum Rs.191 crore 
has been proposed to revive defunct Community Lift Irrigation Projects during 2023-24. 


33. Inthe coming five years, our Government proposes to invest around Rs.75,000 crore for 
creation of water infrastructure to meet the growing needs of the people of the State. As a part of this 
initiative, this year, we propose to ground Nabarangpur Lift Irrigation Project in Nabarangpur to provide 
irrigation in Tentulikhunti, Nandahandi and Nabarangpur blocks; Upper Lanth Irrigation Project in 
Bolangir; Brutang Irrigation Project in Nayagarh to provide irrigation to 23300 hectares in Nayagarh, 
Khandapada, Daspalla, Odagaon & Nuagaon blocks; Samakoi Barrage Project in Angul district to 
provide irrigation to 9900 hectares in Pallahara, Kaniha & Telkoi blocks; Pipalpaka Irrigation Project 
in Ganjam to provide irrigation to 3200 hectares; Khairibandhan Irrigation Project in Mayurbhanj to 
provide irrigation to 6900 hectares. 
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34. Further, as committed, Government will continue efforts to complete new medium irrigation 
projects namely Sandul in Kalahandi, Sono in Mayurbhanj, Bankatira in Balasore and Turiguntat in 
Nabarngpur. 


35. | Under Mukhya Mantri Adibandha Tiari Yojana (MATY), more than 15000 check dams 
have already been constructed across small streams and nallas. Under version 2.0 of the scheme, 
another 1280 check dams are proposed of which 450 will be completed and another 450 will be taken 
up this year for which a sum of Rs.181 crore has been proposed under this scheme. 


36. Our Government has approved Mukhyamantri Disaster Resilient Saline Embankment 
Project. Under this scheme, around 200 km of saline embankments in Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapada 
and Puri will be strengthened with the technical support of National Institute of Ocean Technology, 
Chennai. Strengthening of flood control embankments and drainage improvement works will be done 
in vulnerable areas for which a sum of Rs.961 crore has been proposed in the budget. 


37.  UnderourGovernment’s scheme, Canal Lining and System Rehabilitation Programme (CLSRP), 
major canals will be lined including ongoing lining of Bargarh & Sason Canal of Bargarh and Sambalpur 
district, Upper Indravati Right Canal in Kalahandi district, among others. For this an initial sum of 
Rs.270 crore has been proposed. Further, for modernization of irrigation projects, asum of Rs.125 
crore is proposed under Nabakrushna Choudhury Secha Unayana Yojana. 


38. As transformational target using ST principles, a sum of Rs.30 crore has been proposed for 
development of a Water ERP called GO-WATER for facilitating use of technology for proper assessment 
of water resources, flood forecasting, irrigation management and project monitoring. 


Farm Credit 
Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


39. The State Government, in collaboration with NABARD, has launched a scheme titled 
“BALARAM” to extend institutional credit to sharecroppers especially landless farmers. The scheme 
envisages covering 5 lakh farmers through 1 lakh Joint Liability Groups (JLGs). 56,311 JLG groups 
have been formed and 12,394 farmers have been financed a sum of Rs.98 crore. 


40. | Our Government is committed to provide interest free loans up to Rs.50,000 to farmers under 
the KALIA scheme. We have also kept our promise to provide interest subvention on crop loans 
above Rs.50,000 and up to Rs.3 lakh at an effective interest rate of 2 percent. I propose Rs.836 crore 
under the scheme Interest Subsidy/Subvention to farmers. 


41. The Cooperatives are providing about 60 percent of the total crop loans dispensed to the 
farmers in the State as against the national average of 17 percent. I propose to provide Rs.30 crore 
towards financial support to Cooperative institutions and Rs.150 crore towards equity support to 
Cooperative banks. 


42. Similarly, a Corpus Fund of Rs.100 crore has been provided for Odisha State Co-operatives 
Marketing Federation Ltd. towards procurement ofnon-paddy crops. I propose Rs.200 crore towards 
interest free loan for fertilizers and seeds. 
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43. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) is being implemented in the State to provide 
insurance coverage to the farmers. An allocation of Rs.600 crore is proposed for settlement of the 
claim of the farmers. 


Post-Harvest Management 


44. The Price Support scheme has been introduced in the State through the involvement of NAFED 
to provide remunerative prices to the farmers for non-paddy crops namely green gram, black gram, 
arhar, groundnut, and sunflower. Further, e-Samridhi portal has been developed for the registration of 
farmers for procurement of pulses and oilseeds. 


45. Odisha Millet Mission is a pioneering step which we started in 2017 for promotion of the 
climate resilient and nutritionally rich crops. The special programme implemented in the state for promotion 
of millets ina Mission Mode in 143 blocks of 19 districts during 2022-23 and it has been extended to 
177 blocks spread over all 30 districts of the state for coming year 2023-24. The United Nations 
declared 2023 as the International Year of Millets. Odisha model of promotion of millets is now widely 
recognized and adopted by other states. Rs.497 crore is proposed for the Mission. 


Allied Activities 


46. Livestock and fisheries sectors have played a significant role in enhancing incomes of farmers 
over the last 2 decades in Odisha. Our government has identified the allied sectors as the growth 
propellers for Odisha’s farmers, women SHGs, and entrepreneurs, going forward. We propose to 
enhance the outlay of Fisheries & Animal Resources Development Department to Rs.1,769 crore. 


Fisheries 


47. Fisheries and aquaculture are playing a major role in multiplying farmers’ incomes, enhancing 
livelihoods, creating gainful employment, providing nutritional security and contributing to export earnings 
in the State. Our Government is encouraging pisciculture, on a large scale, to enhance production and 
productivity. A provision of Rs.143 crore has been proposed for Intensive Aquaculture and Inland 
Fisheries Development. 


48. | Mukhya Mantri Maschya Jibi Kalyan Yojana an umbrella scheme with 17 number of components 
proposed with Budget outlay of Rs.210 crore aims at benefiting 50,000 fishers including 11,000 WSHGs 
directly and more than 1 lakh fishers with indirect employment generation during the current year. 


49. — Anoutlay of Rs.220 crore has been provisioned for renovation and up-gradation of Government 
Fish Farms. 


50. __ Itis proposed for dredging of Devi River mouth at Astaranga and Mahanadi River mouth at 
Paradeep with provision of Rs.20 crore to make them navigable round the year. 


51. | Wehave proposed an outlay of Rs.180 crore under the scheme “Blue Revolution’ for integrated 
development & management of fisheries. 
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Animal Husbandry & Dairy 


52. | Animal husbandry and dairy have enormous potential for rural self-employment and women 
empowerment. 


53. | Wehave proposed Rs.157 crore under Poultry Development scheme to provide support for 
setting up of new broiler farm units, layer poultry farms in cage system, duck farms, backyard poultry 
units, mini poultry feed units and small-scale poultry hatches during 2023-24. 


54. | Over 300 farmers will be supported for setting up of small sheep and goat units & 2,200 
WSHGs will be supported for setting up semi-commercial Goat units with a Budget Provision of Rs.29 
crore during the year 2023-24. 130 farmers will be supported for setting up of piggery units with a 
Budget Provision of Rs.2 crore during the year 2023-24 for pig development in the state. 


DS: To provide support to existing Goushalas/construction of new Goushalas in urban and semi- 
urban areas, Rs.20 crore has been proposed during 2023-24. 


56. | Wehaveprovided Rs.120 crore under the scheme ‘Rashtriya Pashudhan Vikash Yojana-White 
Revolution’ for the development of dairy and livestock management. 


57. | We have proposed Rs.267 crore under Livestock Health and Disease Control programme 
during 2023-24. 
58. | AsumofRs.18 crore has been proposed for the Artificial Insemination Programme so as to 


improve the genetic quality of cattle for enhancing milk production. 


59. — _Rs.194 crore has been proposed for infrastructure support and veterinary service delivery 
during 2023-24 for strengthening and modernization of Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries in a 
phased manner. 


Hon’ble Speaker Sir, 


60. | Wehad started a separate Agriculture Budget in 2013-14 with an outlay of Rs.7,162 crore. 
However, under the dynamic leadership of our Hon’ble Chief Minister, I propose an outlay of Rs.24,829 
crore in 2023-24. 


61. Agriculture is a fundamental source of rural prosperity. Agriculture can no longer aim at 
subsistence. It has to be a key driver for growth and poverty reduction. Hence, crop diversification and 
value addition in the agrarian economy will be the main focus. 


Our famous poet, Swabhaba Kabi Gangadhar Meher has glorified agriculture in the following words...... 


“OF Al VACA AGUSIA Aw 
QA NG ASH G1EGIA QR 1”’ 


With these words, I dedicate this Agriculture Budget to the people and farming community of our State 
for their growth, prosperity and development. 
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Budget 2023-24 


Panchayati Raj and Drinking Water 
Department 


The PR & DW Department is committed to provide hassle free services to 88.56 lakh rural 
households adhering to the 5T mantra of the Government. 


It is the vision of Hon’ble Chief Minister to provide safe drinking water to all rural households 
through functional household tap connection; provide livelihood security to the vulnerable sections of 
the society through rural employment generation, creation of durable tangible assets for the community 
in convergence with various schemes and programmes; women empowerment by providing skill 
development training and market support to the rural artisans and producers by making the services of 
the PR & DW Department reach the doorstep of rural households. 


The Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water Department is the pioneer to accomplish the objectives 
of a developed village with enhanced per capita income elevation of the deprived through sustainable 
livelihood security, creation of durable and income generating assets, strengthening the grass root 
governance, active women participation and above all addressing the cherish needs of the most vulnerable 
and marginalized sections of the community. 


The Budget Provision in respect of PR & DW Department for the FY 2023-24 is Rs.26,311.95 
crore which is 16% higher than last year Budget. Out of which, Rs.20,852.00 crore (CSS- 
Rs.13,750.00 crore + SSS - Rs.7,102.00 crore) under Programme expenditure, Rs.2,119.15 crore 
under 15% CFC Award, Rs.2,700.15 crore under 5" SFC Award and Rs. 640.65 crore towards 
Administrative Expenditure. 


iF MGNREGS 


It has been a consistent endeavor of the Department and its field functionaries to secure the 
livelihood of those who are the most vulnerable of the society and the endeavor is further strengthened 
through the provision for MGNREGS in the budget 2023-24. Towards this end of the budget of 2023- 
24 makes provision for revolving funds of Rs.1000 crore to provide wages to the job seekers if sanctions 
under MGNREGS from the Government of India are delayed. 
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An amount of Rs.500 crores have been earmarked as State support to MGNREGS to provide 
employment in existing 20 migration prone Blocks of Balangir, Bargarh, Nuapada and Kalahandi districts. 
In this financial year, it is proposed to extend this support to few more Blocks where rural people 
migrate out of distress. 


During 2022-23, a total of 16.81 crore persondays has been generated so far. Participation 
SC and ST is 50% and women participation is 47.9%. During the FY, 31.74 lakh HH have been 
provided employment covering 49.11 lakh beneficiaries, which also includes 15,697 differently-abled 
beneficiaries. 3, 36,282 HH completed 100 days of employment so far. 


Various productive assets like 28,829 Farm Pond, 1738 AWCs, 5356 Dug wells, 2705 Play 
Fields, 537 Rural Parks, 1119 GP Model tanks, 17, and 27580 Water Conservation and Watershed 
works completed. 4.24 lakh works have been completed and 5.32 lakh works are ongoing. 


Expenditure:- A total of Rs. 4639.75 crore has been spent, out of which wage expenditure 
comes to Rs. 3699.93 crore. 


2. Rural Water Supply 


Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water Department has taken all out efforts to provide safe drinking 
water to all the rural habitations. 

Till now 13930 PWS projects and 477537 tube wells have been installed in the State. 

There is a budget provision of Rs. 5750 crore under JJM, Rs.3750 crore under BASUDHA 
and Rs.1000 crore under RIDF for the financial year 2023-24. An amount of Rs.57,000 Crore is the 
toal outlay under different schemes to provide safe tap water to all families by 2024. It includes 207 
Mega Drinking Water Supply Projects based on surface water at a cost of Rs.42, 000 Crore. Till date, 
10 projects have been completed, 163 projects are in progress and tender process for 34 projects is 
going on. 

Out of total 88, 56,387 rural families 50, 71,000 rural families of the State are being provided 
with tap connection. 01 State level, 30 District level and 46 Sub-District level (total 77) water testing 
laboratories have been set up and are operational for determining drinking water quality. 
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Budget 2023-24 


Commerce and Transport Department 


1. Vision of Commerce & Transport (C&T) Department 


The State Government under the leadership of the Hon’ble Chief Minister has envisioned a 
“New Odisha —- Empowered & Progressive Odisha”. Where the transport sector is the herald of 
growth, prosperity and welfare of the people of the state. To materialise the vision, the state government 
have brought all modes of transportation i.e., road, rail, water and civil aviation under the purview of 
Commerce & Transport Department. 


i. Strengthen the transport ecosystem with provision of assured, seamless, and multimodal 
transport connectivity across the state and beyond 


i. Ensure rail connectivity to all districts 


i. | Ensure resilient Port-led developments to make Odisha one of the strongest maritime 
states in our country 


iv. Take strategic approach with multi-stakeholder and sector contribution to reduce road 
accidents and casualties 


v. Improve intra-state regional connectivity with air transport 


For the smooth transportation of Civil Aviation Section, Motor Vehicle Section, Logistics Section 
& to facilitate the private developers for development of non-major ports, C&T Department has launched 
the following 4 policies in the Make in Odisha Conclave-2022. 


i Odisha Civil Aviation Policy 2022 


it | Odisha Motor Vehicles (Registration & Functions of Vehicle Scrapping Facility (RVSF)) 
Policy-2022 


i. | Odisha Logistics Policy 2022 
iv.  Odisha Port Policy-2022 
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Key achievements of C&T Department: 
LEADS 2022 Assessment: 


Odisha has been ranked as “Achiever” (with >90% score) among the coastal states of India in the 
"Logistics Ease Across Different States"(LEADS) Index — 2022. 


High performer in Road safety: 


Odisha has been ranked as ‘High Performer’ with 67.3% for implementing road safety measures as 
per the audit report of the agency engaged by the “Supreme Court committee on Road Safety”. 


MV Revenue Collection: 


Until February 2023 Rs.1887.48 crore have been collected which is over 30% as compared to the 
same period of last year. 


Air transportation of students: 


Several students including PWD of different institutes were air-transported to watch Men’s 
Hockey World Cup matches held at Rourkela. Many of them enjoyed flying experience for the first 
time. 


2. Synopsis of Budget for FY 2023-24: 


e Anew scheme - “Location accessible multimodal initiative (LACCMI)” to facilitate assured 
and affordable transportation for the people across the state. To provide first and last mile connectivity 
across the state & seamless intermodal connecting services for stage carriage buses, railway stations, 
commercial centres, healthcare centres and educational institutions, a sum of Rs.100 crore is being 
proposed. 


° Apart from this, to provide subsidy to the beneficiaries for the purchase of electric vehicles a 
sum of Rs.25 crore has been allocated for the financial year 2023-24. 


e For Commuter’s safety, Rs.156 crore has been proposed for operation and management of 
four (04) IDTRs, establishment of ATS & Truck Terminals, Grant-in-Aid to the State Road Safety 
Fund & Safety equipment (lifebuoys & life jackets) for IWT-based commuters. 


e For Aviation, Rs.325 crore has been allotted for Construction of Aerodromes, VGF subsidy 
under UDAN Scheme & the transformation of Biju Patnaik Aerospace Academy at Birasal, Dhenkanal 
into a world-class pilot training center, with an annual capacity of 500 pilots. 


e For Railways, Rs.360 crore has been earmarked for Development of Railway projects & 
State contribution to SPVs formed for development of key railway projects. 


e For OSRTC, Rs.210 crore has been proposed for, Construction of Ama Bus Stands Phase- 
1& Iland Fleet augmentation and specialised service offerings, infrastructure augmentation for ITMS 
implementation. 
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Budget 2023-24 
Mission Shakti Department 


Department of Mission Shakti has transformed the lives of more than 70 lakh women by 
organising them into more than 6 lakh Self Help Groups and empowering them through income-generating 
activities. With continuous financial support, skill development training and new livelihood avenues, 
State Government has instilled confidence and a sense of pride in every woman. 


Budgeted Funds 


Government have made budgetary provisions of Rs.2,554 crore for this Department for the 
financial year 2023-24 which is 27 per cent more over the BE for 2022-23. 


New Scheme: Mission Shakti Scooter Yojana 


Mobility is empowerment. A new initiative ‘Mission Shakti Scooter Yojana’- support for electric 
scooters for Community Support Staff and EC members. Under this scheme, full interest subvention is 
proposed on bank loans up to Rs.1 lakh. A budgetary provision of Rs.50 crore has been made. 


New Scheme: Industrial Park 


Mission Shakti aims to transform SHGs to SMEs. Government have approved establishment 
of Industrial Parks for SHG entrepreneurs in each district. Rs.150 crore have been provisioned for 
setting up industrial parks. 

Interest Subvention: 

To propel women-led entrepreneurship at the SHG level, Government has enhanced the Mission 
Shakti loan - State Interest Subvention Scheme from Rs.3 lakh to Rs.5 lakh at 0% annual rate of 
interest. Rs.10,000 Crore credit linkage targeted and Interest subvention benefits of Rs.220 crore 
provisioned. Direct reimbursement of interest is being made to SHGs ’savings accounts from State. 
Training & Capacity Building: 


Capacity building, comprehensive livelihood & skill development of SHGs aimed at graduation 
to SMEs. Trainings are programmed in key areas such as Agricultural Processing, Beauty, Digital and 
Business Management, Fashion Designing, Cafe & Food businesses, etc at Block Levels with a budgetary 
provision of Rs.70 crore. 
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Livelihood, Skill Development & Market Linkage: 


500 Mission Shakti Bazaars to be set up across the state in the next five years. State Government 
plans to provide Government business worth Rs.10,000 crore to SHGs over next five years. Rs.370 
crore has been provisioned for these activities. 


Strengthening of Institutions: 


Revolving Fund @ Rs.1 crore each has been provisioned for 30 District Level Federations 
(DLFs). Revolving Fund @ Rs.50 lakh each has been Provisioned for 338 Block Level Federations 
(BLFs). Administrative financial support has been provisioned for each District and Block Level 
Federation. Meeting Fees and Fixed Travelling Allowances for the Executive Committee (EC) members 
of the Gram Panchayat Level Federations (GPLFs) and BLFs have also been provisioned. A budgetary 
provision of Rs.266.57 crore has been made for all these facilities. 


Infrastructure: 


Construction of Mission Shakti Gruha in each GP and Wards, Mission Shakti Bhawans at 
Blocks & Districts across the state has been taken up to facilitate regular meetings & trainings of SHGs 
and to provide retail outlets. Similarly, office building for GPLFs along with market complex has been 
provisioned. 


Budgetary provision of Rs.320 crore has been made. 
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Budget 2023-24 


Skill Development and Technical Education 
Department 


The Skill Development and Technical Education Department is entrusted with the commission 
of nurturing and strengthening the human resource potential of the State through provision of qualitative, 
affordable and accessible technical & vocational education and skill development programs for all 
sections of the society with the vision of empowering the youths of the state to become technically 
competent and join the global workforce, said Shri Pritiranjan Gharai, Minister SDTE. 


Addressing the press today at the Geeta Govinda Sadan Minister Shri Gharai said that Skill 
Development Programme through a sustainable technical and vocational educational eco-system has 
become one of the flagship Schemes of the Government of Odisha with an overarching mission to bring 
transformative human development through skilling of youth and making “‘Skilled-in-Odisha” a global 
household Brand. 


Directorate of Technical Education and Training, Directorate of Employment, Odisha Skill 
Development Authority, State Council for Technical Education and Vocational Training are the major 
Directorates/ establishments running under this Department. 


There are three Government Technical Universities, viz., Biju Patnaik University of Technology 
(BPUT), Rourkela, Veer Surendra Sai University of Technology (VSSUT), Burla, Odisha University 
of Technology and Research(OUTR), Bhubaneswar, 4 Government Engineering Colleges and 2 
Government Management Colleges functioning in the State. 


The four Government Engineering Colleges are Indira Gandhi Institute of Technology, Sarang, 
Dhenkanal, Parala Maharaja Engineering College, Berhampur, Government College of Engineering, 
Keonjhar, Government College of Engineering, Kalahandi. The two Government Management Colleges 
are College of IT & Management Education, Bhubaneswar and Institute of Management and Information 
Technology, Cuttack. 


Biju Pattanaik Film & Television Institute of Odisha, Cuttack is also functioning under the 
administrative control of this Department. 


Also there are 60 Government ITIs and 34 Government Polytechnics functioning in different districts of 
the State. 
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10 major Departments / Govt. Agencies are engaged in skill development activities and they 
include SD&TE Department through DTE&T and Odisha Skill Development Authority, Panchayati 
Raj Department, ST&SC Development Department, Tourism Department, Agriculture, Handloom & 
Textiles, Commerce & Transport, Fisheries & ARD, Electronics & Information Technology Department 
& MSME Department. 


A total number of 16,17,101 youths have been trained under Skilled in Odisha banner. With 
the objective of global standard of excellence in skill-training, Hon’ble Chief Minister unveiled the logo 
of ‘Skilled-in-Odisha’ campaign of the State Government in 2018. 


Since then it has become the mission of SDTE Department to shift the focus from “Skilled” to 
“Skilled-in-Odisha” and to create an aspirational idea of a brand that the best skilled people come from 
our State. 


Under the Odisha Skill Development Project (OSDP), World Skill Center (WSC) with state- 
of-the-art infrastructure has been established as the premier skill training institute of Government of 
Odisha to impart high-end industry-oriented training to the youth of the State to make them Up-skilled 
and employable for national and international level jobs. 


All Districts are covered with at least one Government Polytechnic. In the Financial Year 2022- 
23, 11 new Government ITIs have been made functional taking the total number of Government ITIs to 
60 in the State. Another 09 Govt. ITIs would be made operational in the ensuing Financial Year. 


In ITIs & Polytechnics quality of education has been enhanced through Centre of Excellences, 
Mini Tool Rooms, Digital contents, Life Skill training etc. Grading of Polytechnics is done through 
Quality Council of India to in still competitiveness among them. Industry standard exposure is given to 
students through partnership with reputed organisations. 


As a part of the ST initiative of the Government, Odisha University of Technology and Research 
(formerly CET) will be developed into a University of excellence in the course of next five years with a 
total outlay of Rs.1500 Crore. Also, VSSUT, Burla will have a facelift with facilities like smart class 
rooms, advanced laboratories and computer centres with a spending of Rs. 2000 crore in the course of 
next five years. 


On infrastructure front, a sum of Rs. 241 crore is allocated in Budget 2023-24 for development 
of Government Technical Universities, Engineering Colleges, Polytechnics and ITIs. 


Spirit of entrepreneurship is being nurtured through Nano Unicorn Program by providing interest 
free loan of 1 lakh for 1 year is given to young and aspiring entrepreneurs. In the last five years more 
than 500 number of entrepreneurs have been benefited through the above program. 


SDTE Department is providing Placement Linked Training Programme (PLTP) from 2011-12 
through OSDA in association with credible training partners for providing skill training in various demand 
driven sectors. Objective of the program is mobilization, counselling, training and placement of unemployed 
youth through skill upgradation to enhance their employability. Since 2011-12, 1, 12,694 youth have 
been trained under PLTP in the State and 30038 youth have been placed in various organisations, 
Minister Shri Gharai said. 
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Smt. Usha Padhee, Principal Secretary, SDTE said that Odisha’s Aswatha Narayana 
Sanagavarapu won first ever gold for India at the World Skills Competition 2019 held at Kazan in 
Russia.In India Skill Competition concluded in January 2022 at New Delhi, Odisha team bagged the 
first position in the medal tally (10 Gold, 18 Silver, 10 Bronze and 13 Medallions of Excellence) for the 
first time. In the World Skills Competition 2022 held at different parts of Europe, Odisha won one 
Silver Medal in Water Technology and one Medallion of Excellence in Restaurant Services in the event. 


As per the latest data (Feb 2023) of Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), 
Unemployment rate in Odisha (1.5%) is way below the National Average (7.5%) and Odisha fares 
better than most of the States on the same. This has become possible due to concerted effort of various 
Government Departments, Industries, Private Sector players/agencies and other stakeholders. 


The Sudakhya scheme have been introduced in Govt ITIs in the state. Under the scheme, girl 
students, irrespective of category, are given scholarships so that their education in ITI courses is free of 
cost. The scheme also covers the hostel expenses for girls staying in hostels. The girl students who go 
for apprenticeships after the ITI courses are eligible to get Rs.1000 to pup in addition to the prescribed 
stipend under National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme. Any girl passing out from Govt ITIs, who 
takes up employment outside the state is given Rs5000 as one time maintenance cost to cover the cost 
of relocation. After the introduction of the scheme, the girls enrolment in Govt ITIs has increased from 
6% in 2016-17 to 22% in 2022-23. Current year extensive counseling is going on and we expect to 
increase the girls’ enrolment further. Government has announced extension of the Scheme to Government 
Polytechnics in budget 2023-24. 


NUA ODISHA (Nutana Unnata Abhilasha, Odisha) is the New Scheme declared by the Govt. 
for imparting training of youth to face new age emerging technology. In this scheme youths will be 
provided with new technologies like— Cloud Computing, Artificial Intelligence, Augmented Reality, 
Virtual Reality, Data Science, 3D printing ect. Around 1 Lakhs youths will be provided with this training. 
This will immensely help in making youths ready for jobs of tomorrow. 


“GREEN PASSAGE” programme is newly introduced by the SD&TE Deptt and implemented 
from the Financial Year 2023-24 onwards. The Objective of the scheme is to help the Orphans pursuing 
training in Govt. ITIs and studying in Govt. Polytechnics. Under this programme tuition fee, application 
fee, hostel seat rent, library charges, examination fee for the orphan students admitted in Govt. ITIs and 
Polytechnics shall be free. Besides this monthly maintenance allowance of Rs.2,000/- to hosteller students 
and Rs.1,000/- to Days’ Scholars student will be paid. 


Our ITI and Diploma Passout students are placed in organizations like, Tata Steel, Tech 
Mahindra, ITC, Suzuki motors, Ashok Leyland, etc. All the 214 graduating students of the first batch of 
World Skill Centre, Bhubaneswar got placed in various reputed companies including international 
placement of 56 students. 


Shri Indramani Tripathy, Director, I&PR Department and Shri Gurbir Singh, Joint Director, 
I&PR Coordinated the Press Conference where as Senior Officials from SDTE Department and 
representatives of media houses were present. 
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Budget 2023-24 
Higher Education Department 


Speaker Sir, 


“Education is the Passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 
today.” 


- Malcolm X 


Sustainable Development Goal 4 is about quality education and is among the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals established by the United Nations in September, 2015. The full title of SDG 4 is to “Ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. 


Speaker Sir, as you know Hon’ble Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Patnaik has put much importance for 
development of quality education, accordingly many innovative steps have been taken by the State. 
The budget outlay for the year 2022-23 was Rs.3155.58 crore whereas for this year this allocation has 
been increased to Rs.3172.87 crore. 


Key Infrastructure and Modernization Schemes: 
i) For Government Colleges: 


For construction, repair, renovation of existing buildings like academic buildings, library, hostels, 
procurement of equipment for science labs, e-resources funds have been earmarked. Against budget 
provision of Rs.75.00 crore for infrastructure grant, Rs.6.50 crore for improvement of science labs 
and Rs.3.00 crore for modernisation of quality education during 2022-23, Rs.50.00 crore has been 
proposed for infrastructure grant, Rs.3.00 crore has been proposed for improvement of science lab. 
and Rs.5.00 crore has been earmarked for modernisation of quality education during the year 
2023-24. 


ii) Similarly for Non-Government Colleges Rs.70.00 crore has been earmarked for infrastructure 
grant, Rs.20.00 crore has been earmarked for improvement of science lab. and Rs.5.00 crore has 
been earmarked for modernisation of quality education during the year 2023-24. 


During last 3 financial years, Rs.150 crores have been released to improve infrastructure of Aided 
Non-government Colleges. In addition to this, World Bank and RUSA funding are also being made to 
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improve the infrastructure of such colleges. Further, these colleges also get money from MPLAD and 
MLALAD, District Mineral Fund (DMF), etc. for infrastructure improvement. 


ii) For Universities: 


For construction as well as extension of academic and administrative blocks, Hostels, library, auditortum, 
sports complex etc. particularly for 2 newly upgraded universities during 2022-23 , provision of Rs 80 
crore have been made for FY 2023-24. Besides for procurement of e-resources for all Universities the 
allotment has been increased to Rs.10.00 crore for the FY 2023-24. 


iv) Rashtriya Uchchattara Sikshya Abhiyan (RUSA): 


Rashtriya Uchchattara Sikshya Abhiyan (RUSA) is a centrally sponsored scheme of Ministry of 
Education, Government of India. The cost of the programme is shared by the Centre & the State in 
60:40 ratio. The objective of the scheme is to achieve access, excellence and equity in the State Higher 
Education systems with greater efficiency, transparency, accountability and responsiveness. Rs.100 
crore has been placed in FY 2023-24 under this Scheme. 


v) World Bank Assisted “‘Odisha Higher Education Programme For Excellence And Equity’ (OHEPEE) 


The World Bank assisted “Odisha Higher Education Program for Excellence and Equity” is aimed at 
improving the quality, equity and governance of Higher Education Institutes in the state of Odisha. The 
programme is supporting 11 state public universities and 137 Government and Aided colleges of the 
State for construction of civil infrastructures and procurement of non-civil items. Budget provision has 
been placed at Rs.228 crore for FY 2023-24. 


vi) Corpus fund under Mo College Abhijan 


Another visionary step by the Hon’ble Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Patnaik is “Mo College Abhijan” 
which has been launched since FY 2019-20 with a view to provide a platform to the old students 
(alumni) in all State universities, Government & Non- Govt Aided Colleges of the state to get connected 
with their alma mater and to contribute for its betterment. It also provides a platform to the alumni to 
offer services on voluntary basis for betterment of college ecosystem. Funds for implementation of the 
Mo College Programme shall come primarily from sources of voluntary donors and State Government 
in the ratio 1:2. Budget Provision under this scheme (which is kept as a Corpus Fund) for FY 2022-23 
was Rs.11.10.Cr. while for 2023-24, itis Rs.170.00 Cr. for transformation of Higher Education Institutes. 


Welfare Schemes 
i) Mukhyamantri Medhabi Chatra Protsahan Yojana: 


Under this umbrella scheme, scholarship@ Rs 10,000/- per student per annum will be provided to 
10,000 undergraduate students, @ Rs 15,000/- per student per annum will be provided to 5,000 
postgraduate students and @ Rs 20,000/- per student per annum will be provided to 10,000 students 
pursuing professional and technical education such as Engineering, Medical, MBA and MCA. In addition 
to this, Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Scholarship +2 passout students securing 60 % and above in Odia 
language and +3 passout students securing 60% and above in Odia honours/major subject will get a 
one-time scholarship worth Rs.20,000/-. 
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Again, the scheme named Gopabandhu Shikhya Sahayata Yojana also provides financial assistance to 
the tune of Rs. 20,000/- per annum to underprivileged students for pursuing graduation and post- 
graduation courses. Rs.42.65 crore have been earmarked for the year 2023-24. 


ii) Byu Yuva Sashaktikarana Yojana- Distribution of Laptops 


Another big support is being given to the students under Biju Yuva Sashaktikarana Yojana wherein 
Rs.30,000/- is being paid to each meritorious students for the first 15000 meritorious +2 pass out 
students through DBT mode from the FY 2020-21. Rs.45.50 crore has been provisioned in FY 2023- 
24 budget. 


ili) Self-Defense Training for Girl Students: 


As apart of Odisha State Youth Policy — 2013, self-defence training is being imparted to 2.5 lakh girl 
students under Higher Education Department so that they can defend themselves. Under this scheme 
Rs.1.00 crore has been placed for 2023-24 budget. 


iv) National Service Scheme (NSS) and schemes under State NSS Cell. 


N.S.S. is acentrally sponsored scheme with objective of personality development of students through 
community service. (Various social welfare activities like plantation, sanitation, water conservation, 
Disaster management, Swachha Bharat Aviyaan, Jal Chhatra, First Aid & safety programme, Road 
Safety Programmes, blood donation camps, AIDS consciousness etc. are being organised by volunteers.) 


Budgetary provisions of Rs.20 lacs each has been provisioned under “Rovers and Rangers” as well as 
“Youth Red Cross” towards expenses for their camps and other activities. In addition to this, an amount 
of Rs.1.00 crore in the form of grant has also been provisioned during 2023-24 budget. 


v) Kalinga Sikhya Sathi Yojana 
The interest subvention scheme on educational loan KSSY has been introduced to facilitate education 


loan @ 1% interest for poor meritorious students to pursue higher education. An outlay of Rs.1.00 
crore has been provisioned in FY 2023-24 budget. 


vi) Free Coaching for Civil Services: 


Under this scheme, 200 meritorious civil service aspirants would be given free coaching along with free 
lodging and boarding. Against budget provision of Rs.1.50 crore in 2022-23, Rs.4.00 crore have been 
earmarked for the year 2023-24. This is a flagship scheme of the Government. 


vii) Establishment of Odia University at Satyabadi 


Another dream project of Hon’ ble Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Patnaik is the establishment of Odia 
University at Satyabadi, Puri for exclusive centre in teaching and research in odia thereby promoting the 
language and its culture. The budget provisions has been kept at Rs.20.00 crores during FY 2023-24. 
And it would be made functional from December,2023. 


viii) Support for Education Development including teacher’s Training, Workshop, Seminar, Awards 
and Incentives 


This scheme has been operational from FY 2019-20 aiming at improving overall structure of imparting 
quality education in Higher Education Institutions across the state by imparting field training to teachers 
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as well as looking after their welfare and development by conducting workshops, and enhancing their 
on job skills through providing various incentives and awards. Budgetary provision of Rs 1.50 crores 
has been proposed for FY 2023-24. 


ix) Inter-University Competitions 


Another focus area is Inter-University Competitions. Government at Higher Education Department has 
decided to conduct state level inter university competitions in extra-curricular activities every year in 
order to encourage extra-curricular activities amongst students. For 2022-23, 3 other Universities i.e 
Sambalpur, Ravenshaw and Kalahandi Universities will organize such events. Intra-University 
Competitions will start in September and continue till December. Participants excelling in these events 
will participate in inter-university competitions during January and February without affecting the 
examination schedules. For FY 2023-24, a sum of Rs 1.80 crores has been provisioned. 


Our Hon’ble Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Patnaik has made Odisha as the Sports Hub of India. 
Accordingly, special focus is being given for sports activities in Universities and Colleges. Inter-College 
and Inter-University competitions in sports is a necessity to promote sportsmanship among the students 
through which we can also create National and International players and athletes. 


x) Green Passage Scheme for Covid-19 Orphans 


Another compassionate step taken by Hon’ ble Chief Minister Sj. Naveen Patnaik is “Aashirbad” 
scheme for the welfare of Covid-19 orphans. Like this in Green Passage scheme a child without biological/ 
adoptive parents or a child who has lost both or single parents due to Covid-19 or any other reason 
and the child is residing in Child Care Institution or under foster care or care of a guardian or any fit 
person/surviving parent will be eligible to the benefits of the scheme, provided that annual income of 
guardian/fit person/surviving parent does not exceed Rs.8 lakhs from all sources. He/she will be exempted 
from paying fees in enrolled educational institutions. Exemption of fees includes admission/re-admission 
fees, tuition fees, examination fees, hostel admission fees, laboratory fees and college development 
fees. The fees shall be exempted at the time of admission in case of Govt. institutions. The fees exempted 
at the time of admission will be reimbursed by the Government in case of Non-Government Aided 
colleges. In case of private institutions, Govt. in respective Departments would reimburse study 
expenditure up to Rs.5.00 lakhs for completion of course. In this regard, Rs 50 lakhs has been placed 
in FY 2023-24 budget. 


NEW/REVAMPED SCHEMES: 
(i) Odisha University Research and Innovation Incentivization Plan (OURIIP) 


The scheme has been operational from the year 2018-19. It aims at providing scholarships in form of 
incentives to meritorious Junior Research Scholars of the State who are not receiving grant/incentives 
under any other mode of scholarship either by State/Centre. An amount of Rs.5.06 crores has been 
earmarked for 2023-24. 


650 number of Ph.D Degrees have been awarded by the universities in the year 2022-23 and 2102 
number of Ph.D scholars are pursuing their Ph.D related research work in these universities. 
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Budget 2023-24 
S.T. & S.C. Development, Minorities & 
Backward Classes Welfare Department 


“Education is the best means of empowering vulnerable population” 


-Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Shri Naveen Patnaik 


e = Inthe academic year 2022-23, 99% students passed secondary board examinations. 


e For our Mukhyamantri Medhabi Chatra Protsahan Yojana: an outlay of Rs.811 crore has 
been made for disbursement of scholarship to more than 23 Lakh students, of which 60% are 


girls. 


e Keeping the holistic development of students in mind, an additional amount of Rs.1,000 per child 
per annum has been allocated and this will augment in providing proper nutrition to nearly 6 Lakh 
ST & SC boarders residing in more than 5500 Hostels. The additional amount will be exclusively 
spent on nutrition by way of providing eggs 4 days in a week and chicken/fish six days a month. 
Earlier students were being provided with Eggs 1 day a week and chicken/fish for 4 days in a 
month. 


e —_Pre-matric scholarship has been enhanced to Rs.500 per annum for both girls and boys studying 
in class VI-Vill which will support parents to meet the expenditure of the child’s education. It will 
benefit about 6 Lakh ST & SC students. 


e Similarly the Post-matric scholarship which is given to incentivize ST and SC students and support 
them to take up higher education/ technical education/ professional courses, has been allocated 
an additional amount of Rs. 1000 and Rs.500 annually towards maintenance allowance to hostellers 
& day scholars respectively. 


e Under our ANWESHA program we provide residential boarding and tuition fees for ST & SC 
students through 166 ANWESHA schools and 80 Hostels to pursue English Medium Education 
in urban areas in reputed English Medium Public Schools. An outlay of Rs.124 crore has been 
made for the same. 
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e ~=— Rs 4 crore has been allocated to the 4 Hostels under the AKANKSHYA Scheme to provide 
residential accommodation along with other facilities to students pursuing higher studies in Urban 
Areas. 


e = All the dedicated 422 High Schools will be developed as Smart Learning Centres and dedicated 
by December 2023. Under this Coding, tinkering, ICT labs will be established in all our schools. 


e = 100-seated 100 OBC hostels are under construction out of which 66 have been completed. 


e = Overall, a sum of Rs 38,437 Crore has been approved for identified schemes. Tribal Sub- 
Component has been allocated Rs.21,950 crores and Rs.16,487 crore has been allocated for 
the SC Sub-Component. 


e ~=In SC dominated villages, infrastructure development works such as Community Centers, 
connectivity, drainage, water supply system etc. have been taken up in 525 villages. 


e = An exclusive Tribal livelihood promotion initiative named as Mukhyamantri Janajati 
Jeebika Mission will be taken up in the year 2023-24 which will cover 14.5 lakh households 
in phases. In the Ist phase, 1.5 lakh households will be covered through a cluster approach by 
utilizing an amount of Rs.500 crore. This will provide input as well as mitigate critical infrastructural 
needs incidental to livelihood promotion. 


e For the members of the minority communities 23 exclusive 100-seated hostels have been taken 
up. 


e — 100 multi-purpose Community Centers will be built to preserve their cultural heritage. 


e ~—_ Also, 100 minority educational institutions have been taken up on priority to augment their 
infrastructure for introducing new age learning facilities. 


e _ For Special Development Councils (SDCs) established in 2017-18 in 9 tribal dominated 
districts for preservation of tribal culture, traditions, heritage and unique identity of each tribe, 
Rs.281 crore has already been spent for sacred groves, tribal culture clubs, weekly market, 
musical instrument of their culture club, dance customs etc. For this year an amount of Rs.176 
crone has been provided. 
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Budget 2023-24 
Rural Development Department 


Our Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik is committed for socio economic development of the 
people of the State specially those residing in the rural Odisha through construction of all-weather 
roads and bridges thus enhancing economic condition and holistic development of rural people. The 
Department is providing better all-weather connectivity to the unconnected habitations in the rural 
areas by constructing roads and bridges under the State sponsored flagship programme like Mukhya 
Mantri Sadak Yojana (MMSY) and Biju Setu Yojana (BSY), said Shri Pritiranjan Gharei, Minister, 
Rural Development. 


Addressing the media at Geeta Gobinda Sadan Minister Shri Gharei said that the budget provision has 
been enhanced to Rs.7500.00 crore, which is a hike of 35.57% over the budget of 2019-20. 


Till date, the Department has already constructed 1254 bridges under BSY and another 900 bridges 
are in different stages of execution. During 2023-24, it is programmed to construct 526 new bridges 
with an outlay of Rs. 1900.00 Cr. 


In order to recharge ground water and instream storage of flowing water, the Department envisages 
constructing 100 Bridge-cum-weir projects with an outlay of Rs.50.00 crore. Till date, 32 nos. of 
instream structure have been completed. 


Similarly, under road sector, 6000 Kms of roads has been planned to construct with a budget provision 
of Rs.2061.00 Crore under the flagship scheme MMSY, MMSY-Improvement of existing RD roads, 
MMSY-Transferred Roads Improvement Programme (TRIP), MMS YConnection of Missing Road 
Links (CMRL), MMSY-Connection of Unconnected Villages in Difficult Areas (CUVDA), which shall 
definitely improve rural road network, which includes up gradation and widening of rural roads to ODR 
standard. Till date, the Deptt has already constructed 10621 kms of roads under MMSY. 


The major thrust is given to construct 200 kms in difficult LWE affected areas, Swabhiman Anchal of 
Malkangiri District and other missing links. 
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Shri Sanjay Kumar Singh, Principal Secretary, RD Department, said that Govt. is giving emphasis on 
maintenance of rural roads for which a budget provision of Rs. 1158.79 crore has been made to ensure 
pothole free and improve riding quality of 50,000 kms of roads during 2023-24, which is significant 
increase of about 25000 kms of roads than previous year. 


Apart from that, the Govt. is committed to provide all-weather connectivity by constructing 15,000 
Km ofrural roads under MMSY with an investment of over Rs.12,000 crore and 1500 new bridges 
with an approximate investment of over Rs.6000 crore under Biju Setu Yojana in the next 5 years. 


Shri Indramani Tripathy, Director, I&PR Department coordinated the Press Conference where as 
Shri Arbind Agrawal, Director, RD along with Senior Officials from RD Department and representatives 
of media houses were present. 
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Her Story, My Story 
Why I am hopeful about gender justice 


On Constitution Day last year, I was delivering 
the valedictory address at the celebrations 
organised by the Supreme Court of India. Talking 
of justice, I thought of the under-trial prisoners 
and then could not resist speaking at length about 
their plight. I spoke from the heart, and it made 
an impact. Today, on International Women’s Day, 
I want to share some thoughts with you in the 
same spirit — straight from the heart. 


Right from my childhood days I have 
remained perplexed about the status of women 
in society. On one hand, a girl child receives so 
much love from all around her and is even 
worshipped on auspicious days. On the other 
hand, she learns very soon that the possibilities 
open before her in life are fewer than those 
available to boys of her age. On one hand, a 
woman is respected for her innate wisdom, even 
appreciated as the central figure of the family who 
takes care of everybody. On the other hand, she 
has a limited role, ifat all, in nearly all significant 
decisions about the family or even herself. 


Over the years, as I stepped out of home, 
first as a student, then as a teacher and later in 
social service, I could not help but wonder about 
such paradoxical attitudes. Sometimes I felt that 
as individuals, a majority of us recognise men and 
women as equal. However, at a collective level, 
the same people impose limits on a half of us. 
During my lifetime itself, I have seen most 
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individuals progressing towards the notion of 
equality. At the social level, however, old customs 
and traditions, like old habits, linger on. 


This is the story of all women around the 
world. Every other human being on earth begins 
life with a kind of hindrance. In the twenty-first 
century, when we have achieved unimaginable all- 
round progress, many nations are yet to have a 
woman as the head of the state or head of the 
government. At the other end of the spectrum, 
unfortunately, there are places in the world where 
even today women are considered lesser human 
beings; where even going to school can be a 
question of life and death for a girl! 


This was not always so. In India, there 
were times when women were decision-makers. 
Our scriptures and our history talk of women 
known for their valour, scholarship or 
administrative skills. Today, again, countless 
women are of course contributing to the nation- 
building in their chosen fields. They are heading 
corporate firms and even serving in the armed 
forces. The only difference is that they have to 
prove their worth in two domains — they have to 
excel in their career and also in their homes. They 
do not complain but all they expect from society 
is that it reposes confidence in them. 


This leads to a curious situation. We do 
have a healthy representation of women at the 
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grassroots level in various decision-making 
structures. But as we go up in the hierarchy, we 
see fewer and fewer women. This is as true for 
political bodies as for the bureaucracy, the 
judiciary and the corporate world. What is 
noticeable is that even the states with higher literacy 
rates display the same trend. It shows that 
education alone does not guarantee financial and 
political autonomy for women. 


Therefore, I firmly believe that the social 
mindset needs to be changed. The deeply 
ingrained gender prejudices must be identified and 
purged to create a peaceful and prosperous 
society. Conscious efforts have been made to 
promote social justice and equality. But these 
steps have not proved adequate to ensure gender 
representation. In education and jobs, for 
example, women lag far behind men more because 
of social conditioning than any design. 


In a number of convocations I have 
attended in different parts of the country, I have 
noticed that women, if given a chance, often 
outperform men in academia. It is this indomitable 
spirit of Indian women and our society that gives 
me confidence about India emerging as the 
torchbearer of gender justice in the world. 


It is certainly not the case that one half of 
humanity has had any head-start by keeping the 
other half behind. The fact is that this mismatch is 
hurting the whole of humanity, because the two 
wheels of its cart are unequal. Not only economic 
progress, but climate action too would speed up 
if women are included in decision-making. Iam 
sure that the world will be a lot better place if 
women are made equal stakeholders in the 
progress of humanity. 


Iam, indeed, hopeful that the future is 
bright. Ihave seen in my life that people change, 
attitudes change. That is indeed the story of our 
race; otherwise we would still be living in caves. 
The story of women’s emancipation has 
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proceeded slowly, often painfully slowly, but it 
has proceeded only in one direction and has never 
made a U-turn. That is what gives me confidence 
to believe, as I have often stated, that the coming 
Amrit Kaal up to the centenary of India’s 
independence belongs to young women. 


What makes me hopeful is the fact that 
we as a nation began with a sound foundation of 
gender justice. About a century ago Mahatma 
Gandhi’s campaigns during the freedom struggle 
encouraged women to cross the threshold and 
step out into the world. From those days, our 
society as a whole and women in particular have 
aspired to build a better future. Prejudices and 
customs not favourable to women are being done 
away with either through legislation or through 
awareness. This seemed to have positive impact 
as Parliament today has the highest number of 
women representation. Needless to say, my 
election as the President of the world’s largest 
democracy is a part of the saga of women’s 
empowerment. I believe the spirit of “innate 
leadership in motherhood” needs to be invoked 
to promote gender justice. A slew of government 
programmes to directly empower women, such 
as “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’, are steps in the 
right direction. 


We should also appreciate the fact that 
societies take time to match step with the best of 
progressive ideas. But societies are composed 
of human beings — half of them women — and it is 
up to us, each of us, to hasten the progress. Thus, 
today, I wish to urge each of you to commit 
yourself to one change, in your family, 
neighbourhood or workplace — any change that 
would bring a smile on a girl’s face, any change 
that would improve her chances of moving ahead 
in life. That is one request, as I said before, straight 
from the heart. 


Droupadi Murmu, President of India, Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, New Delhi. 
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Birth of Utkal Sammilani 


The dismembered condition of the Odia country 
with fragments at the tail ends of provinces was 
brought about by the unnatural policies of the 
British conquerors. We propose set forth 
chronologically how this artificial and unnatural 
situation has been brought into being. This was 
perceived both by the rulers and the ruled who 
were interested in the good administration of the 
country. The earliest indications of the 
consciousness ofa feeling of unnaturalness of the 
territorial dismemberment are found in the 
suggestion, which a secretary of state at the time 
sir Stafford Northcote made, to bring under one 
separate administration the country of Odisha. This 
feeling was, as it were, thrush on him consequent 
on the failure of the Government under Sir, C. 
Beadon the Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal, to 
grapple with the famine of Odisha of 1866. H.H. 
Risley, Secretary to the Government of India, in 
his letter to the Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal No.3678, dated 3 December 1903, 
says, “As long ago as 1688 Sir Stafford Northcote 
drew attention to the greatly augmented demands 
that the outlying portions of Bengal appeared to 
make on the time and labour of those concerned 
in the Government of the province.” 


In 1902 the Odias of Ganjam sent a 
memorial, signed by a large number of people, to 
the viceroy Lord Curzon, suggesting the unification 
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of Ganjam, Sambalpur and the Odisha division 
of the Bengal presidency under one government 
and one university. Towards the end of the year, 
Raja Baikuntha Nath De, the zamindar of 
Balesore submitted a memorial to the Viceroy lord 
Curzon, suggesting the unification of all Odia- 
speaking territories under the provincial 
government of Bengal, Madras or the central 
provinces. 


Early in 1903, at Rambha, on the shore 
of Chilika, some people met under the 
chairmanship of the Raja of Khallikote, and 
formed the Ganjam Jatiya Samiti or the Ganjam 
National Association. Under the auspices of this 
association in April 1903, a conference was held 
at Berhampur under the chairmanship of Shyam 
Sundar Rajguru. This conference which was 
attended by delegates from all parts of Odisha- 
Cuttack, Puri, Balasore and Sambalpur resolved 
that the proceedings of the Odia national 
conferences should be recorded and that the 
national conferences should be held annually. In 
pursuance of Berhampur resolution, the fresh 
Odia national conference was held at Cuttack on 
30-31 December 1903 through the efforts of 
Madhusudan Das, Rajendra Narayan Bhanja 
Deo, the Zamindar of Kanika and Sriram Chandra 
Bhanjadeo, the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj. The 
conference met under the Chairmanship of the 


APRIL - 2023 


Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669 


Maharaja of Mayurbhanj and was attended by 
delegates from all parts of Odisha, some 
Europeans, lawyers, Zamindars, government 
officials and students. The Utkal Union 
Conference or Utkal Sammilani, whose name itself 
implies the idea of the people’s union, met in the 
town of Cuttack in December 30-31". 
Representatives from Medinipur, Sambalpur and 
Ganjam flocked in hundreds. The feudatory chiefs 
of Talcher, Keonjhar, Athagarh, and Dhenkanal 
attended. It was truly a national assembly; and 
the first resolution moved by the chief of Keonjhar 
relates to the administrative union of Odia tracts, 
and thanks the Government of lord Curzon for 
the beneficient proposed previously published 
during the month. A similar resolution regarding 
the administrative union continues to be repeated 
every year during the last 14 years of the life of 
the conference. 


The first sitting were held at Cuttack 
under the presidentship of the Maharaja of 
Mayurbhanj Sri Ramachandra Bhanj Deo on 
30.12.1903 and 31.12.1903. The Raja of 
Kanika, Sri Rajendra Narayan Bhanj Deo was 
the Chairman of the Reception committee. The 
delegates from the outlying tracts excluding Orissa 
numbered 335. Five Odia chiefs attended. A type 
of national pagdi was adopted. An exhibition 
organized by the Conference was opened by the 
Commissioner of Orissa. The subjects discussed 
were thanking the Viceroy of India for his proposal 
to unite the Odia-speaking tracts: expressing 
gratitude for establishing Odia as court language 
in Sambalpur, formation ofa number of committees 
for social reforms work, work regarding culture 
of literature, and in connection with agriculture, 
industries, etc.; arranging for sending students 
abroad, and forming an executive committee for 
the ensuing year with the one previously elected 
in addition to 10 new secretaries. 
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During the following year, 381 branch 
associations were organized by 15 competent 
paid missionaries of the Conference. Branches 
were in Cuttack 170, Puri 109, Balasore 24, 
Midnapore 2, Culcutta 4, Ganjam 23, Sambalpur 
5, Garjats 44. Two social reform pamphlets were 
issued to the people. A portion of an Odia 
dictionary was compiled by a sub-committee. 
Rs.100 were spent on collection of old 
manuscripts. A considerable volume of 
correspondence was done and certain beginnings 
especially in regard to weaving of cotton were 
made. Contributions were made towards the 
vocational education, mainly industrial, of Odia 
students at different centres. Letters were 
addressed, both in India and England, to the 
Governments, public bodies, heads of 
departments etc. Mr. M.S Das was Secretary. 


The conference accepted the scheme of 
the unification of Odia tracts, as suggested in the 
Risley circular (Lord Curzon’s Government drew 
up plan for the addition of Sambalpur and its 
adjoining feudatory states, Ganjam district and 
the Ganjam and Vizagpatnam A gencies to the 
Odisha Division. Early in December 1903, the 
plan was circulated among the Governments of 
Central Provinces, Madras and Bengal for eliciting 
there opinions. This plan is known as Risley 
circular, being circulated by Henry Risley, the 
secretary to the Government of India). The 
conference laid down the foundation ofa truly 
Odia national organization called Utkal Sammilani. 
Hereafter, under the leadership of Madhusudan 
Das, the Utkal Sammilani continued to meet year 
after year in different places of Odisha till 
achievement of amalgamation of Odisha. 


Dr. Janmejay Choudhury, Lecturer in History, 
Sri Jagannath College, Kaipadar, Khordha. 
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar : The Man for All Ages 


His Life, Times and Education : 


Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (1891- 
1956), popularly known as Babasaheb was a 
representative figure of the Gandhian Era. 
Babasaheb was an iconic figure during British 
Indian days as a writer, 
philosopher, legal luminary, 
researcher, economist, a 
crusader for social justice 
and above all a frontline 
‘Social Reformer’. 


He was born on 14 
April, 1891 in the town of 
Mhow, Madhya Pradesh 
where his father was serving 
in the British Army. He was 
born in a Mahar family. 
During the post- Vedic era in 
India, caste system was 
prominent which led to 
social inequalities and rigid 
social division in the society. 
The  Shudras and 
untouchables were looked down upon and remain 
underprivileged. Child Ambedkar, son ofa soldier 
did not realise it. But he could feel the pain of 
being a Mahar when he joined school for learning. 
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From school to the street he could notice the 
hatred of the society towards his caste. The 
bullock cart rider refused him to board the cart, 
the barber denied haircut, the teachers did not 
touch his notebooks and amid similar kind of ill- 
treatment as a student belonging to untouchable 
community, Bhimrao 
completed his school 
education in Government 
High School in Satara. 
There was a teacher named 
Ambedkar in the school 
who was a social reformer 
and he could notice the 
sharpness and hidden 
intellect in young Bhimrao. 
The love, care and support 
from the teacher could 
transform him and he added 
for his surname the name 
Ambedkar, the teacher- 
social reformer. In 1907 
when he passed 
matriculation examination 
many eyebrows were raised 
as Bhimrao was a Mahar and had a creditable 
achievement. The leaders of Satya Sodhak 
movement greeted him. He married Ramabai 
during his school days. 


APRIL - 2023 


Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669 


Bhimrao took admission in Elphinstone 
College and completed graduation in 1912. He 
was a scholarship holder of twenty five rupees 
per month and one Professor helped him to buy 
clothes and books. Despite this he was not treated 
well in college as well as in hostel. Since his mission 
was to complete education he did not bother about 
caste ridden mental agonies. In 2013 he lost his 
father who was his friend, philosopher and guide. 


As pre-ordained by the Almighty, 
Bhimrao had to shine and grow with courage and 
conviction through higher studies, the Maharaja 
of Baroda helped him to study abroad. He joined 
Columbia University as a Gaikwad scholar. In this 
he was the first Mahar to have higher studies 
abroad. Well known Economist Prof. Seligman 
was his teacher. He obtained Post-graduate 
degree in 1915 on his thesis ‘Ancient Indian 
Commerce’. A notable event happened in May 
1916 when he presented a paper on ‘The Castes 
in India : Their Genesis and Development’ at the 
seminar of the Department of Anthropology. In 
June 1916 he submitted his PhD dissertation on 
the topic, “National Dividend for India : A Historic 
and Analytical Study’. After obtaining the degree 
the work was published as ‘The Evolution of 
Provincial Finance in British India’. His appetite 
for learning drove him from USA to UK and he 
took admission at the London School of 
Economics. As the scholarship he was enjoying 
came to an end, before completing studies he had 
to travel back to India. As per condition of 
scholarship he had to give return to the State of 
Baroda and he joined as a Secretary in the 
Department of Defence. Because of his 
untouchable background, he had to confront many 
problems. Bhimrao noticed that his untouchable 
background haunted him despite the academic 
credentials he received and joined a higher 
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position in the state. Higher caste employees even 
peon behaved peculiarly. This led to his resignation 
and from Baroda he moved to Bombay where 
he started teaching as professor of political 
economy in Sydenham College. Seeing similar 
surrounding in the new employment venue, out of 
disgust, he left Bombay and moved to London to 
pursue further studies. He entered into Gray’s Inn 
to qualify as Barrister. The funding for his London 
trip was out of selling of his wife's jewellery as 
Bhimrao refused to take outside help. He received 
another M.A. degree in Economics for his thesis 
— ‘Provincial Decentralisation of Imperial Finance 
in British India’. After completing Bar at Law 
Bhimrao returned to India in 1923. 


As Social Revolutionary : 


His stay in USA and UK gave him the 
taste of egalitarian outlook of the society and 
people there. He was vexed with the caste system 
and behaviour of higher caste people towards 
lower castes and more rude towards 
untouchables. He being ahead ofhis time in vision, 
wisdom, recognition and scholarly contribution 
thought that the evil caste system needs to be 
reformed. This started the birth of a ‘Social 
Revolutionary’ in him. He had studied extensively 
on India from ancient to present and he liked 
Buddha, Kabir and Jyotiba Phule. Both Buddha 
and Kabir’s influence upon him led to urge for 
human equality and Phule created a revolutionary 
thinking in him for fighting against higher castes 
and their so called supremacy. He also learnt 
that education and economic upliftment can cause 
awareness and fighting zeal among the people who 
are ill-treated as there was no trace of human 
equality in the caste ridden society. He vowed to 
establish a society based on Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity. 
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One writer has written that Ambedkar 
was determine to fight against caste system. He 
gave precedence to social change over political 
independence. He had a new mission to oppose 
the orthodoxical social arrangement and he 
demanded political rights for untouchables. Both 
society and politics became his area of operation. 
For all these he advised the lower caste people 
to not to carry dead cattle over their head. He 
advised them to abstain from alcoholism, begging 
and consuming carrion. He requested the 
untouchables to get education and wear dresses 
like other higher caste people. 


The influence of Jyotiba Phule provoked 
him to organise awareness programme among 
untouchables and indoctrinated them for non- 
violent agitation against rigid caste system, 
inhuman treatment of untouchables as well as he 
fought against some aspects which according to 
him caused division in the society and perpetuated 
higher caste dominance and subjugation of 
untouchables. 


The untouchables were prohibited to 
enter into Hindu temples despite being Hindu 
themselves. Ambedkar adopted the Gandhian 
struggle of “Satyagraha’ to allow untouchables to 
enter Kala Ram Temple at Nasik. A big 
procession was organised and when it arrived at 
temple, the door was closed. The mob moved 
towards Godavari Ghat where they faced the 
wrath of higher caste people. The tension mounted 
high when the untouchables were stone pelted. 
This forced the temple authority to close the shrine 
for about a year. Ambedkar did not believe in 
rituals and religious practices. But the above 
episode was an epitome of his attempt for social 
awareness than for religious goals. 


As a social revolutionary Ambedkar 
noticed that when there were discussions on 
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‘Citizens Rights’ from Madras to Lahore, he 
thought that, that was appropriate moment to 
demand political rights for Harijans 
(untouchables). He attended, on invitation, Round 
Table Conference at London as leader of the 
depressed class and there he narrated their 
sufferings and accused British India Government 
to act as a mute spectator to the ugly attitude of 
higher caste people towards the untouchables. 
From political rights he moved on to focus on 
separate electorate for the suffering masses. This 
caused emotional outbursts from Gandhi as a 
divisive tendency when British Prime Minister 
announced communal Award through which the 
untouchables got their claim as well as right for 
double vote. Gandhi went on ‘Fast Unto Death’ 
and when the situation became critical both Gandhi 
and Ambedkar agreed under Poona pact to 
provide reserved seats for untouchables and the 
rejection of communal award. This was a great 
achievement for him within five years of his 
agitational programme. This incident changed the 
attitude and actions of Gandhi and Congress. In 
1938 the Madras Legislature removed the Civil 
Disabilities Act. In 1939 at the behest of Congress 
‘Temple Entry’ by Harijans in Madurai opened a 
new chapter in the social history of India and 
revolutionary leadership of Ambedkar was 
recognised everywhere. He was a ‘Social Activist’ 
with a reform zeal and was satisfied with two 
major changes in the existing traditions in the then 
society. 


Ambedkar as a Versatile Genius : 


He was concerned about the social order 
existing in British India and he was of the opinion 
that the existing system's weaknesses should be 
identified and changed to usher in a new and 
equitable social order. For this, he had vision and 
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agenda for ramifications in society, economy and 
polity. 


Ambedkar’s childhood experiences in 
schools and village, this exposure to the free 
society of USA and UK, the deep understanding 
of origin of caste and role of higher castes, the 
predominance of religion in society and 
community activities and the sufferings of the 
depressed communities etc turned him into a 
crusader for social justice. He was spotted by 
the British Indian administration and Congress 
leader Gandhi noticing his potentials. 


His socio-political ideas located 
importance of his knowledge about evils of the 
caste system, the inhuman treatment of 
untouchables and negligence of women in society. 
His vow to establish a new social order where 
caste prejudices and sufferings of women would 
not be seen. For that he accorded emphasis to 
liberty, equality and fraternity. 


He rejected the caste system which 
lacked scientific bases. By identifying two 
prominent caste oriented practices of prohibiting 
‘inter-caste marriages’ and ‘inter-caste dinning’ 
he drew the attention of both administration and 
elites in the society. On the issue of justifying caste 
system on the ground of division of labour, 
Ambedkar opined that in no civilised country there 
existed unnatural division of labour into watertight 
compartments. He emphasised that caste is not 
only unnatural division of labour, it is also 
undemocratic system in which division of 
labourers are graded one above the other. 
Efficiency, effectiveness and experience were not 
taken into consideration. An individual’s potential 
was, thus remain unnoticed through caste led 
division of labour. Due to lack of readjustment of 
labour there is large scale unemployment among 
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the Hindus, which had become a divided society. 
He emphatically located, the causes of the State 
of affair arising out of caste system, in the religions 
order and the scripture. The influence of religion 
brings blind faith which persisted in the society 
without having a prospective outlook. He called 
upon people to disobey the unscientific, inhuman 
and unsocial customs in the then society. He 
championed the views of Buddha and Nanak on 
this issue. 


His greatest contribution was his deep 
studies on why a part ofa society remained away 
from mainstream as untouchables. He had 
experienced himself the brutality of the society 
towards untouchables. His research and deeper 
analysis of untouchability provoked him to 
observe that there was no difference between the 
Hindus and untouchables, hence he condemned 
all the ideas, misconceptions and principles based 
on untouchability. 


He encouraged the members of the 
depressed community and asked them to get good 
education, remain neat and clean and take up 
traditional jobs in the society. He felt the absence 
of untouchables in the system which remained 
unaware of their problems and recommended for 
their representation. He also urged upon the 
Government to initiate welfare programmes for 
these deprived people. 


Buddha’s views on women as one of the 
seven Treasures and a person of super value who 
can save a family from debacle impacted upon 
Ambedkar. He stressed on women's participation 
in mainstream activities, enjoying equality and 
pursu education for their self-development. Even 
they were not allowed to perform religious 
activities. The lack of social freedom for women 
had led to their suffering, exploitation and 
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marginalisation. He fought for giving justice to 
women. 


Ambedkar as Architect of Indian 
Constitution : 


Bhimrao is not only a social crusader but 
also anation-builder. The whole world recognised 
his legal acumen and arguments on political and 
legal matters. By 1940s he was a force to be 
reckoned with. He always advocated for ‘United 
India’ where people will receive highest priority. 


When the issue of writing her own 
Constitution arose for which a Constituent 
Assembly was constituted, the need for a Drafting 
Committee became essential. Bhimrao because 
of knowledge, vision, wisdom, understanding of 
socio-political issue was given the responsibility 
to head the Drafting Committee. It is to be 
remembered that no better option would have 
given us a Constitution that India got under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Ambedkar. Hence, he was 
truly the architect of the Constitution of India. Ivor 
Jennings, the great Constitutional expert opined 
that the Constitution of India is a ‘Social 
Document’. This statement found its justification 
in the framing of the preamble where justice was 
accorded precedence over Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity. In the justice social justice preceded 
economic justice and political justice. This was 
the beauty of Ambedkar’s vision about new India. 
He opined that when the Constitution would be 
effective it would provide political equality amidst 
social and economic inequality entrenched in the 
country. The true equality can arrive when the two 
inequalities are removed as early as possible. 


The Constitution of India was written 
during the most critical part of World History. It 
took note of existing theories and practices of 
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different written Constitutions. The vastness in its 
size was due to every aspect being dealt in detail 
with visible separation of powers and the Union 
providing a strong base for future of Parliamentary 
Democracy. Both Fundamental Rights (Part-II]) 
and Directive Principles (Part-IV) were influenced 
by legal brain of Ambedkar and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. All the essential 
components of UDHR were accommodated in 
Part-II (Right Against the State) and Part-IV 
(Duties of the State). This made the rights arena 
comprehensive which are missing in so called great 
democracies in the western world. By entering a 
right to Constitutional remedies (Art-32) Dr. 
Ambedkar has written his name in golden letters 
for the protection of citizens and prevention of 
overstatism on them. 


The Rule of Law was very dear to him. 
That is why he often opined against social customs 
and traditions influencing rule of law. The framing 
of Right to Equality along with untouchability issue 
(Art 17), Right to Freedom (including Art 21 & 
22) and Right against Exploitation are sincerely 
done under the personal touch of Ambedkar. 


The partition and independence of India 
were truly internalised by Ambedkar’s team. It is 
visible when some provisions for protection of 
minorities were incorporated as he was sure about 
the minority issues caused by the religion based 
partition. 


Democracy, State and Society : 


Among other issues Ambedkar’s role in 
the upliftment of the status of women whereas 
women in the western world got right to vote at a 
late stage, the Universal Adult Suffrage introduced 
right to vote for all enumerated citizens above 21 
years of age. Women in India unlike western world 
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got the right from day one. The introduction of 
the Hindu Code Bill was a milestone for Hindu 
women as there was no written provision for 
women in the traditional society. Conservative 
political world opposed the provisions despite the 
loud defence by Ambedkar who was the First 
Law Minister of India. When the Bill was not 
passed he resigned from the position he held. 


The twentieth century is known for 
‘Democracy’ and ‘Human Rights’. The number 
of democracies increased to a great extent as it is 
taken as a government by discussion. Ambedkar 
like his contemporary leaders and thinkers was a 
pro-democracy advocate. He opined : 
“Democracy meant a form and method of 
government whereby revolutionary changes in the 
economic and social life of the people are brought 
about without bloodshed” Parliamentary 
Democracy was his favourite political system. He 
accorded Democracy as of the people and by 
the people and did not emphasise upon for the 
people since he believed that the former 
recognises peoples role and the latter speaks and 
stands for government of any hue and cry. 


Conclusion : 


Ambedkar was a politician different from 
his contemporaries. He was a rare personality in 
the national life of India. He was an economist, a 
jurist, a social revolutionary, a Constitution maker, 
an able Parliamentarian, an administrator and 
above all a Constructive Statesman of extra- 
ordinary calibre. His education, research and 
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knowledge added glamour to his personality and 
very few came close to him as per his 
achievements. But at the same time he turned to 
be a great inspirer for the depressed community 
of the country and he fought for their entitlement. 
He was an outstanding asset for our country. Veer 
Savarkar on the occasion of Ambedkar’s golden 
birthday said : Ambedkar rendered inestimable 
service to our motherland in trying to stamp out 
untouchability and initiating a spirit of self- 
confidence in millions of depressed people. This 
act of patriotism has made Ambedkar, A Man for 
Allages. 
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Madhusudan Das - 
The Greatest Odia in Living Memory 


Aman of great personality, a versatile genius, a 
brilliant lawyer, an ardent nationalist, a veteran 
politician, a great industrialist-such was 
Madhusudan Das, popularly known as 
Kulabruddha (Grand Old Man), Utkala 
Gouraba (Glory of Odisha) and Nua Odishara 
Janaka (Father of the New Odisha). 
Madhusudan, the third child of Raghunath Das 
and Parvati Devi, was born on 28" April, 1848 
at Satyabhamapur, a little known village in the 
district of Cuttack. Father Raghunath Das was a 
legal practitioner by profession and mother 
Pravabati was an orthodox Hindu lady, a strong 
moralist with vision and foresight who inculcated 
moral influence on Madhusudan. 


Madhusudan had his early education in 
the village pathasala and then he studied in 
Mahasingpur Middle Vernacular School. He 
passed the Entrance Examination in the year 1864 
from Cuttack High School, which was later 
renamed as Ravenshaw Collegiate School. After 
passing Matriculation he wanted to get higher 
studies at Calcutta but his father had no capacity 
to spend money to send Madhusudan to Calcutta. 
So with a daring mind so to say in empty hand he 
went to Calcutta. On his arrival at Calcutta, he 
secured the assistance of some Christian 
missionaries for higher studies. He adopted 
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Christianity at this time. By dint of strong desire 
and undaunted will he completed his Master 
degree and B.L. degree in 1873 and 1878 
respectively. While at Calcutta, he married a pious 
Bengali Christian lady named Soudamini. 
However, having passed the B.L. degree, he 
started practice in Alipore Court. Prior to this he 
had the honour of being the home tutor of 
Ashutosh Mukherjee who later became the Chief 
Justice of Calcutta High Court and Vice- 
Chancellor of Calcutta University. 


After the sad demise of his wife Madhu 
Babu returned to Cuttack in September, 1881 
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and within a short time he could establish himself 
as the foremost advocate of the town capable of 
handling complicated and difficult cases. Besides 
his legal practice, Madhu Babu thought for the all 
round development of the people of Odisha. He 
was deeply moved and surprised to see the 
discrimination meted out against the Odias by the 
administrative authority. The Odia speaking tracts 
remained under Telugu, Hindi and Bengali 
domination of the Madras Presidency in the South, 
Central Province in the West and Bengal 
Presidency in the North respectively. For this 
purpose, he and Gourishankar Ray made efforts 
to establish the Utkala Sabha in 1882 at Cuttack. 
This is the organization which later functioned as 
the branch of the Indian National Congress. It 
remained the nodal organization to fight for the 
national cause for many years. It also prepared 
the people of Odisha to participate in Local-self 
Government. The Utkal Sabha took up the 
problems of poverty and backwardness and 
Madhu Babu was happy to solve some of them. 
After working as Vice-president and President 
of Utkal Sabha, Madhusudan realized that the 
political development of the Odias would be 
impossible, if different Odia speaking tracts 
remained scattered as appendages to other 
provinces. From this feeling came the urge to unite 
all Odias in a bigger platform. Utkal Union 
Conference or Utkal Sammilani was the fulfillment 
of this urge. Thus, the Utkal Union Conference 
was the product of ‘the fertile genius’ of 
Madhusudan who, by the force ofhis personality, 
could bring together the Princes, Zamindars, 
gentry and the poor, and different communities 
such as Hindus, Musalmans and Christians. 


The first session of the Utkal Union 
Conference or Utkal Sammilani was held at 
Cuttack under the Presidentship of the Maharaja 
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of Mayurbhanj Sriram Chandra Bhanj Deo on 
30.12.1903 and 31.12.1903.The Raja of 
Kanika, Shri Rajendra Narayan Bhanj Deo was 
the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
whereas Madhu Babu was the Secretary of the 
Conference. The President emphasized the main 
objectives of the Utkal Union Conference 
(1) for political progress to unite the scattered 
Odia-speaking people, (2) for economic progress 
to develop the industrial potentiality of Odisha and 
(3) for social progress to ensure the spread of 
general, technical and female education. 
Representatives from all the Odia-speaking tracts 
under Madras, the Central Provinces and Bengal 
Governments as many as thirty kings and princes 
from the Odia feudatory States under the above 
provinces assembled at Cuttack with high hopes 
and in great jubilation. Since then the Utkal Union 
Conference became a common platform for the 
Odias and synonym of their national aspirations. 


In the year 1907, he went to England to 
convince the British for the utter necessity of 
unification of the Odia-speaking areas. Lord 
Curzon supported the cause of Odias in the House 
of Lords and Mac Cold Scot took the cause of 
Odisha in the House of Commons. Consequently, 
Odia-speaking tracts were separated from Bengal 
to come under the province of Bihar and Odisha. 
The formation of the Province of Bihar and Odisha 
was a far cry and Madhusudan continued to carry 
on the movement for the ultimate realization of 
his mission. 

The Utkal Union Conference during its 
existence from 1903 to 1920 shows that it 
concerned itself with problems like (i) Union of 
the scattered Odia-speaking people, 
(11) development of industrial potentialities, 
(iii) spread of education, (iv) improvement of 
agriculture, (v) extension of railways and roads, 
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(vi) more representation of Odia members in the 
Legislative Councils and Imperial Council. 
Political unification of the scattered Odia-speaking 
tracts was accorded first priority in the agenda of 
the Conference. Madhu Babu as the moving spirit 
of the Utkal Sammilani, advocated 
industrialization, growth of local crafts and spread 
of technical training as essential measures to 
remove poverty. Revival of the salt manufacturing 
industry and exploitation of natural resources were 
some of the proposals he wanted the Government 
to undertake. At the time of annual sessions, he 
organized industrial and agricultural exhibitions to 
expose people to new ideas and techniques. 


Madhusudan’s leadership and hold over 
the Utkal Union Conference during 1903 to 1920 
was highly beneficial to the cause of the Odia- 
speaking people. The Conference drew closer 
like-minded persons devoted to the cause of 
political unification. All round welfare of the Odia 
people was the chief goal of Madhusudan. During 
his visit to England in 1907, he distributed a 
pamphlet called “Discontented India” in a press 
conference, presenting there the genuine problems 
of India with particular reference to Odisha. In all 
possible ways till his death, he tried to bring home 
to the British authorities, the necessity for merger 
of all Odia-speaking tracts. In the year 1917, 
when Edwin Montague, the Secretary of State of 
India, came to India to ascertain the political views 
of Indians, Madhusudan led a deputation and 
demanded the merger of all Odia-speaking areas 
in Sub-Province. In December, 1917, he brought 
out a weekly journal, titled ‘The Odia’ for 
ventilating the grievances of the Odias. He was 
very genuine and emphatic in his voice and action. 


Though Utkal Union Conference had not 
been successful in achieving the goal of merger of 
Odia tracts by 1918, it had prepared the ground 
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for the emergence of national consciousness in 
Odisha. It was from the forum of Utkal Union 
Conference that Gopabandhu Das emerged as 
the organiser of Gandhian Congress movement 
in Odisha in 1920. In the fourteenth session of 
the Utkal Union Conference, held at Cuttack in 
April1919,Gopabandhu remarked in his 
presidential speech “The Conference is a part of 
India’s national movement.” At his instance, in 
the Chakradharpur session of Utkal Union 
Conference, held immediately after the Nagpur 
session of Indian National congress, the Utkal 
Union Conference accepted the objectives of 
Indian National Congress. 


Madhu Babu in due course was 
nominated to the Legislative Council of the new 
Province of Bihar and Odisha. He took an oath 
of office as a Member of the Bihar and Odisha 
Legislative Council on January 20, 1913 and after 
being sworn in as a member, in his very first 
speech on the floor of the Council, gave vent to 
his strong hope and faith that Odisha would attain 
her separate statehood not before long, and said... 


"Odisha also has a past which is not 
lacking in grandeur and, like other parts of the 
Province, Odisha likewise looks with eyes of 
hope and faith to the sun-lit hills we are proceeding 
to, after passing the dark valleys of the past." 


Madhu Babu was also elected a Member 
of the Imperial Legislative Council from the Bihar 
and Odisha Legislative Council and took his oath 
as a Member on January 27, 1913. None other 
before him, from Odisha, had been returned to 
this supreme Legislative body and not unlike in 
other fields, in the legislative field also, Madhu 
Babu was the patriarch and the pioneer. 


Madhu Babu was appointed as Minister 
of Health, Local Self-Government and P.W.D. in 
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the Bihar and Orissa Government in January 1921. 
As Minister, he was the author of the Bihar and 
Odisha Municipal and Local Self-Government 
Acts, which gave full freedom and responsibility 
to the wholly elected Municipalities and Local 
bodies for the first time in India. After working 
for some time as a Minister, Madhu Babu felt that 
as Minister in-charge of Municipalities and Local 
Bodies of which the Chairman and Vice-chairman 
were all honorary, he should not be salaried 
servant of the Government. He insisted, therefore, 
that he should be allowed to work in an honorary 
capacity as a Minister. This was not agreed to 
and he resigned from the office, which was a great 
sacrifice in those days. The resignation of a 
Minister on grounds of principles became a rare 
example in British-Indian constitutional history and 
the action of Madhu Babu drew admiration from 
Mahatma Gandhi and many others. 


As a legendary Odia lawyer of the British 
era Madhu Babu is popularly called Madhu 
Barrister. He became famous for the important 
cases like Puri Jagannath Temple Case, 1885- 
1888, Mansinghpatna Dacoity Case, 1902, the 
case of Raja Natabar Pratap Singh of 
Khandapada, the case of Raja of Keonjhar1889- 
92, the case relating to Suryamani Dei’s adopted 
son, adoption case of Raja of Patia and adoption 
case of Raja Ramachandra De of Puri. Since he 
is a source of inspiration for the lawyers, his 
birthday, 28 April, is celebrated as Swabhiman 
Divas and Lawyers’ Day all across the state. 


Madhusudan wrote a number of articles 
on industrialization and economic regeneration 
such as "Industrial Development", "Industrial 
Awakening", "War is Business and Business is 
War", and "Freedom from Industrial Captivity" 
which were published in his English mouthpiece 
‘The Odia’. In his writings he fearlessly criticized 
the policies of the British Government. Regarding 


APRIL - 2023 


the commercial exploitation of India by England, 
Madhu Babu observed in his presidential speech 
in Utkal Union Conference, held in 1913: "When 
the English nation first came to India for trade in 
Bengal and Odisha, Pipili and Baleswar were the 
centres of their trading activities. At that time, they 
were importing from Odisha and India, goods 
manufactured by indigenous artisans, As a result, 
sufficient wealth was flowing to this country. Now 
the situation is just the reverse. If you go to the 
drawing room of anywell-educated person, you 
will find that all the articles kept there are foreign." 


Spread of higher education among 
women was another noteworthy aspect of 
Madhusudan’s social reform which deserves 
particular mention. Liberation of women from the 
disabilities was one of the most important 
programmes of Madhusudan’s public life. He 
worked for redeeming women from the shackles 
of the “Zenana” and wanted them to be equals 
of men in every walk of life; for which education 
was a condition precedent. Under his care the 
only Girls’ High School in Odisha thrived when it 
was about to be closed in 1907. He made his 
adopted daughter Sailabala the headmistress of 
that school who had returned from England after 
receiving training in women education. The school 
as a premier educational institution of women 
education developed in Odisha and was named 
as Sailabala Women’s College after the name of 
Madhu Babu’s adopted daughter Sailabala. 


Madhusudan was deeply committed for 
providing the rightful place for women in the 
society. He did not want them to suffer under 
social, economical or political disabilities under 
the umbrage of sex-disqualification. He was 
instrumental in putting up a resolution in the Central 
Legislature in the year 1923 for conferring equal 
right to women. Accordingly the Legal 
Practitioners Act was amended to accommodate 
women within the provision of the law allowing 
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them to appear in the courts of India as lawyers. 
Speaking on a Special Resolution on franchise 
for women in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative 
Council on November 23, 1921, he had said 
“Tt is the disqualification which I object to. Burn 
and destroy the Mahabharata and the Ramayana 
if you are going to say that women of India are 
disqualified. Destroy the Mahabharata and 
destroy the Ramayana, because without Sita there 
would be no Ramayana and without Droupadi, 
there would be no Mahabharata.” 


Madhu Babu was the pioneer of 
industrialization and economic nationalism in 
Odisha. He laid emphasis on the economic 
independence, which, as he believed was the 
prerequisite for political independence. He wrote, 
"We are now crying for Swaraj, but we do not 
realize how much we depend upon others for the 
pettiest of our necessaries." In 1897 he established 
‘Odisha Art Ware’ for manufacturing highly 
artistic filigree products which earned reputation 
for its brilliance and excellence in designs, 
presentation and craftsmanship. In course of time, 
the delicate filigree works of the Orissa Art Wares 
became internationally famous and used to be 
marketed to the fashion capitals of Europe. He 
had manufactured improved ‘Charkha’ for 
spinning of the yarn from the cotton, which had 
attracted the attention of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Besides this, his Utkal Tannery (established in 
1905) was a great revolutionary social 
organization where, in the leather industry the 
superior caste Brahmins, Karanas and the 
untouchable cobblers had the opportunity to mix 
and work together. The quality of the 
products manufactured by Utkal Tannery were 
of such a high standard that the boots 
manufactured by Utkal Tannery were used by the 
soldiers during the First World War. Gandhi was 
overwhelmed on visiting the Utkal Tannery at 
Cuttack in 1925. 
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Madhu Babu was also popular as a 
prolific writer, poet and journalist. He wrote an 
English Grammar book with model questions and 
answers in 1875 while he was staying in Calcutta. 
Madhu Babu was also a regular columnist for the 
‘Star of Utkal’ magazine where he strongly 
pleaded for the developmental activities of Odisha 
with a thrust on industrial development. His 
important poems enriched with the spirit of 
patriotism are Janana, Utkala Santana, 
Jananira Ukti, Santanara Ukti, Sammilani and 
Jati Itihasa. All these poems were published as 
national songs before 1915 by Braja Sundar Das 
in Mukura Press. The immortal lines from Utkala 
Santana are a perennial source of inspiration for 
the people of Odisha, the fervour and appeal of 
which remain yet undiminished. He wrote: 


"Uthare uthare Utkala santana uthibu tu kete dine ? 
Puruba gouraba puruba Sahasa padiba ki kebe mane ?" 


("Wake up O successor of Utkala, 
when are you going to wake up ? 
Can’t you remember your precedent courage, 
your glorious past ?") 


In conclusion, it might aptly be said of 
Madhu Babu that he was the moving spirit for 
about half a century in the political, economic, 
social and cultural life of Odisha. He was admired 
and emulated by the young, respected and 
regarded by the old, adored by the poor and 
appreciated by his equals. Even today, he lives 
and is bound to live not only in the hearts of the 
people of Odisha, but also in the memory of the 
Indian Nation. 


Balabhadra Ghadai, Retd Principal, At/ P.O-Khiching, 
Dist.-Mayurbhanj, E-mail: ghadaibalabhadra77 
@mail.com. 
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Mahatma Gandhi and Utkal Gourav 


Born on 28" April 1848, in Satyabhamapur 
Village on the outskirts of Cuttack, Utkal Gourav 
Madhusudan had many firsts to his credit as an 
Odia. He had struggled day in and day out for 
unification of Odia-speaking tracts and tried his 
best to make Odisha a hub of industrial activities. 
He was instrumental in setting up of Orissa Art 
Wares in 1897 and Utkal Tannery in the year 1905. 
To make his dream fulfilled his brainchild Utkal 
Sabha and Utkal Sammilani did a great job in 
invigorating national spirit among the crestfallen 
Odias. He was the most powerful force in the 
twentieth century whose shadow continues to 
loom large over Odisha even after 89 years of his 
death. He not only dreamt of formation of a State 
on linguistic basis but also free the State from the 
ills of poverty, untouchability and illiteracy. On all 
fronts he was the pride of all Odias. 


Gandhiji once said “India is essentially 
karmabhumi in contradiction to bhogabhumi.. I 
shall work for an India in which the poorest shall 
feel that it is their country. The Ahimsa as 
propounded by Gandhiji would not tolerate the 
idea of providing a free meal to a healthy person 
who has not worked for it in some honest way.”’ 
Gandhiji remarked “‘If I had the power, I would 
stop every Sadavrata where free meals are given. 
It has degraded the nation and encouraged 
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laziness, idleness, hypocrisy and even crime. Such 
misplaced charity is not a healthy trend in 
sustenance of human civilisation.” The rule should 
be ‘No labour, no meal’. He thought that spinning 
wheel would be an ideal occupation. Being a 
staunch votary of Ahimsa he believed in the 
concept of greatest good ofall instead of greatest 
good of the greatest number. No work that is done 
is small. Itis only when a man or woman has done 
bodily labour for the sake of service that he/she 
has the right to live. Both Gandhi and Madhusudan 
advocated that everybody should be able to get 
sufficient work to enable him to make the two 
ends meet. True economics stands for social 
justice. 


Khadi is a symbol of unity of humanity. 
Production of Khadi includes cotton growing, 
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picking, cleaning, spinning, dyeing, weaving and 
washing. Gandhiji believed that the revival of 
hand-spinning and hand weaving will make the 
largest contribution to the economic and the moral 
regeneration of India. To him spinning is the fittest 
and the acceptable body labour. Charka is a useful 
and indispensable tool for every home. It is the 
symbol of freedom. It is the hope of masses. 
Swadesh1i is the only doctrine constituent with the 
law of humanity and love. It is nota cult of hatred. 
It is a doctrine of selfless service that has its roots 
in the purest Ahimsa. Basic education develops 
both the body and the mind and keeps the child 
rooted to the soil. The object of basic education 
is the physical, intellectual and moral development 
of the children through the medium ofa handicraft. 
The introduction of manual training will serve a 
double purpose in a poor country like ours. Both 
Gandhiji and Madhusudan had the same views. 


Madhubabu understood that a woman 
has as much right to shape her own destiny as 
man has to shape his. Woman has the right to 
participate in every minute detail in the activities 
of man and she has earned equal right of freedom 
and liberty with him. On the clarion call of Gandhiji, 
the women fold all over India jumped into the 
fray of freedom struggle without a second thought, 
throwing the age old purdah system into the winds. 


During pre-independence era, Gandhiji 
laid stress on self-reliance and Swadeshi was the 
comerstone of his policy of self-reliance. But it is 
apt to mention here that Gandhiji imbibed the 
concept of Swadeshi from Madhusudan Das. He 
felt that the social ills which have been eating into 
the vitals of society should be done away with. 


Madhusudan who was 21 years older 
than Gandhiji was ahead of his time, be it 
implementation of Swadeshi, industrialisation and 
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social reconstruction. Gandhiji followed the 
footsteps with great vigour, zeal and conviction. 
When Gandhiji laid emphasis on spinning wheel, 
it was Madhubabu who years back thought that 
the solution to end poverty was spinning wheel. 
In Orissa Art Ware, spinning wheel was in vogue. 
With cultivation of cotton it was transformed into 
yarn and thereafter woven into cloth in his own 
factory. During Gandhiji’s first visit to Odisha in 
the year 1921, he addressed a meeting of women 
folk at Binod Bihari temple premises and asked 
for contribution to Tilak Swaraj Fund, to which 
Rama Devi responded with a hank of a cotton 
yarn. Gandhiji was overwhelmed on seeing this 
handmade cotton yarn and later enquired about 
her. Thereafter he came to know that Rama Devi 
had learnt the art of spinning on Charka from her 
uncle Madhusudan Das. Madhusudan always felt 
proud in wearing handloom fabric and khadi. In 
the successive sessions of Utkal Sammilani starting 
from 1903, Madhubabu used to wear khadi. 


During freedom struggle Chittaranjan Das 
came under the influence of Gandhiji. Gandhiyji 
picked his name for enquiry into the Jallianawalla 
Bagh massacre. Gradually, ideological difference 
was noticed between Gandhiji and C.R. Das. In 
1920, at Special session of Congress at Calcutta, 
when Gandhiji gave a call for non-cooperation 
with the British Governement, C.R. Das opposed 
the proposal. The difference of opinion led to 
stalemate in the session. Rabindranath Tagore 
sought the help of Madhusudan Das who came 
forward to sort out the difference. After 
intervention and mediation of Madhusudan Das, 
C.R. Das agreed to the proposal of Gandhiji in 
the national interest and difference between them 
vanished into the thin air. On the next day on way 
to Bhawanipur residence of C.R. Das 
accompanied by Gandhiji and Sarojini Naidu, 
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Madhusudan discussed at length on the 
importance of Swadeshi and the participation of 
untouchables in the rural reconstruction. When 
non-cooperation movement had taken shape, 
Madhusudan joined the Ministry which became 
the topic of discussion across the country. On this 
Gandhiji said “I would welcome men like 
Madhusudan Das and Jagnyeswar Chitamani 
joining the government as Ministers”. When his 
request for non-acceptance of salary was turned 
down, he tendered his resignation and returned 
back to his hometown. Gradually the Utkal 
Tannery set up by Madhusudan sustained loss and 
situation had come to such an extent that it was 
very tough to run the factory. In 1924, 
Madhusudan left for Sabarmati Ashram to apprise 
Gandhiji the moribund condition of Utkal Tannery 
and to find out the solution to bring back the 
Tannery to rails. During this hour-long discussion, 
Madhusudan invited Gandhiji to pay a visit to 
Utkal Tannery which was once treated as a 
rehabilitation centre for untouchables. Accepting 
the invitation, Gandhiji accompanied by Satish 
Chandra Dasgupta, Ranglal Modi and Mahadev 
Desai came to Odisha on August 19, 1925 and 
visited Utkal Tannery situated over a huge piece 
of land. Gandhiji was greatly pleased seeing the 
activities of the Tannery. Madhusudan not only 
invested for this project but also worked there 
with the cobblers which became the guiding 
principle of Gandhian philosophy. As the project 
was under the verge of closure due to severe 
financial crunch, Gandhiji wrote a letter on 
September 27 1925 to noted Industrialist 
Ghanshyam Das Birla to extend support to 
Madhubabu. 


“Shri Madhusudan Das owns a Tannery 
at Cuttack which he has developed into a limited 
Company. I feel like acquiring a majority of its 
shares. The Tannery liabilities amount to 
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Rs.1,20,000/-. It is required to rescue it from this 
dead weight. The Tannery uses only the hides of 
dead animals; I would also like you to understand 
its management. If that is not practicable, I shall 
find someone else who can manage it. The 
Tannery has a few acres of land which I have 
seen myself. Shri Madhusudan Das has spent a 
considerable amount on it out of his own pocket.” 


But Gandhiji’s intervention to save Utkal 
Tannery from the brink of collapse did not yield 
any result. He acknowledged the efforts of 
Madhusudan in laudable terms. Much before the 
advent of Gandhiji in the political firmament of 
India, Madhusudan had put into practice his 
ideologies on different issues. These are Swadeshi, 
challenging the salt law, removal of untouchability, 
rehabilitation of oppressed class, promotion of 
handloom-weaving, introduction of Charkha, 
fighting for the rights of farmers and peasants, etc. 


Gandhiji impressed with the functioning 
of Madhubabu’s Tannery out of the hides 
extracted from the dead animals, tried to set-up 
a Tannery at Ashram with the tips received from 
Madhubabu. Accordingly a tannery had been set 
up at Sabarmati Ashram. Gandhiji was so much 
impressed with the writings of Dignity of labour 
and its practical application by Madhubabu, he 
wrote in Harijan on September 7, 1934. 


When village handicrafts disappear, the 
villagers working only with their cattle on the field 
and with their idleness for six to four months ina 
year must, in the words of Madhusudan Das, be 
reduced to the level of beasts and be without 
proper nourishment either of his mind or of the 
body and therefore without joy and without hope. 


Gandhiji while addressing All India 
Education Conference at Sebagram, Wardha on 
22™ October, 1937 spoke: 
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“The late Madhusudan Das was a lawyer 
but he was convinced that without the use of our 
hands and legs, our brain would be atrophied, 
and even if it worked it would be home to Satan. 
Tolstoy had taught the same lesson through many 
of his tales which had lasting impact on Gandhiji. 
Madhusudan encouraged basic education scheme 
with vocational training which is quite visible in 
his various projects undertaken. Gandhiji 
remarked “The divorce of intellect from body 
labour has made us perhaps shortest lived, most 
resource less and most exploited nation on the 
earth. The state of village tannery is perhaps the 
best proof of my indictment. It was late 
Madhusudan Das who opened my eyes to the 
great crime against a part of humanity.” 


Madhubabu’s contribution towards the 
social and economic upliftment of the people of 
Odisha is far reaching. For his spirit of nationalism 
and introduction of Swadeshi Movement, Gandhiji 
described him as a great philanthropist and 
Ambedkar praised him in high terms. The entire 
life of Madhusudan was a saga of struggle for the 
cause of people of Odia-speaking tracts. 
Madhusudan was the pioneer of national 
movement in Odisha. Shri Aurobindo rightly 
remarked that “Nationalism depends for its 
success on the awakening and organising of the 
whole strength of the nation, it is therefore vitally 
important for nationalism that the politically 
backward classes should be awakened and 
brought into the current of the political life.. The 
new organised life of Odisha will become an 
immense addition to the force of nationalism with 
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very capable and high spirited leader, 
Madhusudan Das. “ Gandhiji considered him as 
arole model in the economic reformist arena and 
setting up of cottage industries. Fakir Mohan 
Senapati praised this illustrious son of the soil in 
laudable terms for his self-less service and 
dedication for the cause of the people in the 
following words: 


“Dhanya Dhanya Dhanya Madhusudan, 
Utkal Matara Yogya Nandan, 
Dela Utkalaku Naba Jiban, 
Sikhaila Loke Jaati Bandhan” 


Its English translation verse goes like this: 


“Q Madhusudan the - great, 
You are the real hero of the motherland, 
Worthy son of the soil, Utkal. You have given a 
new lease of life and inculcated the spirit of 
nationalism among the people.” 


To Madhusudan Utkal Janani is not 
different from mother India, in order to strengthen 
the whole body, and ailing limb has to be cured. 
His appeal to every Odia was to sacrifice their 
individual interest for the sake of national interest. 
He was truly the architect of Odia national 
movement in the 20" century. 


Jayanta Kumar Das, Secretary, Utkal Gandhi Smarak 
Nidhi, Bakharabad, Cuttack. 
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Gopabandhu Das and Satyabadi School 


Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das was born on October 
9, 1877 at Suando near Sakhigopal in Puri district 
of Odisha. He was a freedom fighter, educationist, 
poet and social reformer. He championed the cause 
of statehood of Odisha and 
fought to bring the Odia- 
speaking people in the 
Madras, Bengal and Bihar 
states into one fold to secure 
their rights and privileges. 


As a great social 
worker, Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das earned much love and 
respect of all sections of the 
people of Odisha. He spared 
no efforts to render his 
service to the flood affected 
people of Odisha at their 
critical time. As an ideal 
educationist, he tried for the 
spread of national education, | 
eradication of untouchability 
and popularization of widow remarriage etc. 
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das was a versatile genius 
and possessed various qualities. He was the 
founder of the famous Newspaper “The Samaja’’. 
The whole life of Pandit Gopabandhu was 
dedicated to the cause of suffering people by the 


— 


APRIL - 2023 


Dr. Minati Moharana 


British India and flood affected people of Odisha. 
Apart from this his selfless social service and the 
literary contributions directly or indirectly 
contributed much for the origin and creation ofa 
separate Odisha province 
which resulted its creation 
after the 8 years of 
Gopabandhu’s death. For his 
great sacrifices and 
contributions to the country, he 
was entitled “Utkalmani” (The 
jewel of Odisha). 


Gopabandhu _ was 
sincerely interested in the 
educational advancement of 
Odisha. He felt that spread of 
education is essential for the 
all round development of 
Odisha. He was in favour of 
revival of indigenous system of 
* education for its easy access 

to all classes of people-rich 
and poor. To impart education based on an 
indigenous line, Gopabandhu established 
Satyabadi Vihar in 1909. There is hardly any doubt 
that the Satyabadi Vihar made remarkable 
contribution in the social, cultural and national life 
of the then Odisha. Gopabandhu’s first love was 
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for education and his outlook on this subject was 
quite different from others. 


Gopabandhu realised that the education 
was the only medium through which the people 
of Odisha can be treated as equals with the people 
of other provinces. But he was conscious of the 
fact that, costly system of education was quite 
impracticable, in a poor province like Odisha. He 
was therefore keen on establishing a school on 
altogether a novel pattern. He had an ardent faith 
in the ancient Gurukul system. He was very much 
impressed with the profile of the Deccan 
Educational Society from his student career. After 
long consultation with his friends and associates, 
he devoted his energy for educational experiment 
at Satyabadi on the model of Deccan Educational 
Society. He named this experiment as “Universal 
Education League” and it was built on the 
“Gurukula” Tradition. Simplicity and austerity 
were the two major inputs on the students. Great 
top-ranking intellectuals of the soil who were the 
close friends of Gopabandhu named Harihara 
Das, Nilakantha Das, Godavarish Mishra, 
Krupasindhu Mishra, Basudev Mohapatra, 
Ananta Mishra etc. associated in this novel venture 
and formed a universal education league. 
Gopabandhu believed that when these young men 
finished their education, and came to join him, it 
would not be impossible for them to run an 
institution ofhis dreams. 


Gopabandhu founded the “Open air 
minor school” which later became a High School, 
near Sakhigopala Temple on the 12th August 
1909. There were only 19 students on the roll 
and he himself was secretary of it. This was the 
beginning of the great Satyabadi Vana Vidyalaya, 
which had tremendous impact on the national life 
of Odisha. The foundation of an ideal open air 
school known as “Satyabadi Vana Vidyalaya” 
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was the first major constructive work of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das. As a founder of this School, 
he was assisted by a band of highly educated and 
dedicated workers who entirely devoted to work 
out his plans. All of them joined in this school as 
teachers giving up the lure of Govt. service. The 
teachers of this school dedicated their lives to 
building up their students into an ideal citizens and 
dispelling social superstitions and prejudices from 
the surrounding villages. They introduced such 
patterns of education, which was most suitable 
to Indian Society. He was not in favour of 
establishment of any English medium school, but 
his main aim was much higher and it was to create 
acentre of multi-purpose education which added 
with different curricular subjects and activities, and 
the students would be trained in crafts and 
agriculture with which they would be able to lead 
an independent life in future. Besides this his idea 
was to train the mind and body of the students by 
which their personality would be developed. The 
products of this School were not only patriotic 
and nationalist workers, they had also provided 
their excellence in every sphere of life in Odisha 
in later years. 


The main aim and objective of this 
Vidyalaya was to spread idealism, patriotism, 
nationalism and intellectual awakening among its 
students in Gurukul Environment. Pandit 
Gopabandhu had made some untiring efforts for 
the development of education and society of 
Odisha. Its basic idea was to impart liberal 
education to the community at large. For this 
Gopabandhu, the founder, soul and life of 
Satyabadi, used to move about in search of 
brilliant young men from all over Odisha and made 
all possible efforts to educate the students, if 
necessary at the cost of the school. Education in 
the classroom was not the sole aim of this 
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institution. To create a sense of patriotism in the 
minds of the students and to remind them about 
the past glories of Odisha, they were given the 
opportunity to have some excursions and visits 
to nearby historical places. But these historical 
excursions were not conducted by rail, car or any 
other means of transport. They were used to walk 
the distance on foot. In these visits, there was 
always an advance guard whose duty was to 
watch, to pitch the tents and make other necessary 
arrangements in the place where the party was to 
spend the night. This type of education was not 
only pleasant, but also it gave them instruction in 
important phases of Odishan history. The teaching 
method adopted by Satyabadi School was very 
interesting. The hostel life of the boys was very 
free and comfortable as their home. Apart from 
this, the relationship between the teacher and the 
student was as close and deep as that like the 
members ofa single family. The headmaster was 
treated as the headman of the family of teachers 
and the young teachers and students were treated 
like elder brothers and they shared the joys and 
sorrows of the young persons in their charge 
united. It was a homely campus where the 
teachers took active interest in the welfare of the 
students and also were even anxious to render 
their help and assistance to them. The teachers 
used to prepare lesson plans and it was the 
responsibility of the headmaster to bring about 
uniformity in the method of instruction to be 
followed. They maintained a daily routine of duties 
which was prepared with some of the harmonious 
developments like physical, intellectual, moral and 
spiritual capabilities of its mates. 


The regular habits also included early bath, 
morning and evening prayers, the punctual 
attendance at the various functions of the day. The 
Satyabadi School stood against all forms of social 
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evils such as casteism, child marriage, Sati etc. In 
the hostels of the Satyabadi School the children 
of all caste Hindus and the untouchables dined 
together. 


In comparison to the other educational 
institutions of Odisha and other places of India. 
the students of Satyabadi School used to sit on 
the floor with low sloping desks before them. This 
type of sitting was well suited to the habits in the 
Indian homes. The educational authorities of 
Odisha had been convinced of the utility of this 
sort of seat arrangements and had promulgated 
them by circulars in their schools. 


To develop the oratorical abilities among 
the students of Satyabadi School, Gopabandhu 
had also organized some debating societies in the 
school. It was called on every Saturday for a 
discussion of the different problems. It was 
obligatory and compulsory on the part of every 
student to attend the meetings. Occasionally 
famous personalities and visitors used to visit this 
school and attended this meeting to address the 
students. Sometimes, Gopabandhu also used to 
take part in these meetings as the President or as 
speaker. 


Social service activity was also 
encouraged among the students of Satyabadi 
School. So wherever and whenever they found a 
man in distress, they immediately went to that place 
to help the needy people. During the epidemic 
seasons, they proceeded towards the village of 
neighbours for the distribution of medicines among 
the people and attending them. Besides this during 
the festive occasions they served the people like 
volunteers at the pilgrim centres like Puri and 
Sakhigopal. 


The students also took part in the service 
of dying persons, known and unknown to them. 
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In times of flood and famine, the students of 
Satyabadi School used to collect subscriptions 
for them. Their vigorous efforts in the relief centres 
had made them familiar with the realities of life. 


Besides the academic education much 
importance was given to technical training in 
Satyabadi School in order to enable the youth to 
lead an independent life in future. The technical 
trainings like spinning, weaving. carpentry, 
agriculture, and cane work were the main subjects 
of industrial training. 


The school not only was free from 
administrative control of the Government but it 
also never accepted any grant from any official 
authority. After a long time it obtained the 
necessary recognition from the Calcutta University 
which would have enabled its students to appear 
at the final examination. During the time of Non- 
Co-operation Movement in response to the 
appeal of Gandhiji to spread free National 
Education, Satyabadi School was converted into 
a "National School" by Pandit Gopabandhu in 


48 


1921. After that the school could function in the 
earlier manner and the students being inspired by 
Gopabandhu rushed themselves into the national 
struggle. The visit of Gandhiji in 1921 to this place 
gave further impetus to the spirit of the students 
at Satyabadi School. As a model educational 
institution, the Satyabadi School became an active 
centre of Non-Cooperation Movement. 


Gopabandhu’s death also came in the 
service of the people. He felt ill while attending a 
fundraiser in Lahore for the flood victims of 
Odisha. He never recovered from illness and died 
on June 17, 1928. He is no more with us, but his 
ideals will be inspiring us to build up the society in 
line with his dreams and philosophy. 


Dr. Minati Moharana, Odisha Ayurveda Seva Sanstha, 
Room No- F2F-33, Indradhanu Market Complex, IRC 
Village, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-15. 
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Role of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in the 
Merger of Princely States in Odisha 


Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab was the dazzling 
luminary in the azure firmament of politics for about 
40 years. His contributions are myriad to awaken, 
enliven and enlighten moribund Odisha. Right from 
1936 till his demise in 1987 
he prevailed and pervaded 
the Odishan time and lived as 
a statesman, leader par 
excellence. Harekrushna 
Mahtab, the wellknown 
freedom fighter is a great son 
of Mother India. His role in 
the time of Non-Cooperation 
Movement and Quit India 
movement was significant. As 
the founder of the modern 
Odisha, Dr. Harekrushna 
Mahtab played a significant 
role during the national 
struggle. He strongly voiced 
against the misrule, 
corruption, tyranny, and 
exploitation of the Britishers. 


Harekrushna Mahtab 


actively 
participated in all national movements in Orissa 
and in the Prajamandal movements of the 
feudatory states of Odisha. He was the Odishan 
protagonist from 1940 to 1950 and played the 
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pioneering role in the amalgamation of princely 
states of Odisha with the Union in 1948-49. He 
started the work of resurgence with the 
construction of Hirakud dam, establishment of the 
High Court at Cuttack and 
Capital at Bhubaneswar. The 
successors to the chief 
minister after 1950 like Biju 
Pattanaik, Biren Mitra, 
Nilamani Routray, Janaki 
Ballav Pattanaik were the 
creation of his magic lamp. 
For his unprecedented work 
of nation building, he has 
aptly been ornamented with 


the epithet “UTKAL 
KESHARID’. 
Dr. Harekrushna 


Mahtab was born in the 
village Agarapada in 
undivided Balesore district 
on 21 November 1899. He 
was a lotus on the sting heap. His father was 
Krushna Charan Das and Mother Tohapha Debi. 
Mahtab started primary education at his village 
school. Thus he came to Bhadrak High School at 
the age of 17. His Schooling synchronized with 
the outbreak of the First World War. Mahtab was 
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inspired by the ideals of Bagha Jatin and got 
involuntarily indoctrinated to the life of 
revolutionary. He came in contact with the monks 
of Ramakrushna Mission which influenced him to 
dedicate his life for the service of the people. He 
passed the matriculation exam. in First division in 
the year 1917. Mahtab was admitted to 
Ravenshaw College where he studied I.Sc. He 
joined Utkal Sammilani as a volunteer in 1918. 


He was instilled with revolutionary 
reverberation from the protest of Tilak against 
Rowlatt Act. Mahtab could not resist the 
temptation of joining the non-violent non- 
cooperation movement. He came in contact with 
Gopabandhu Das and went by his advice to 
participate in the movement after his B.A. Exam. 
When Gandhiji came to Odisha on 24th March 
1921 to spread the gospel of non-cooperation 
movement, Mahtab accompanied him to Cuttack, 
Puri, Bhadrak, Satyabadi and Berhampur. He was 
the member of Bihar and Odisha council in 1924. 
He joined salt movement and imprisoned in 1930. 
He actively, participated in the Puri Congress 
Session in 1932. He also participated in Harijan 
movement in 1934. He became the president of 
Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee from 1930- 
1931 and 1937. He was nominated to Congress 
working committee by Subhas Chandra Bose in 
1938 and continued till 1946 and again from 1946 
to 1950. He was the president of state peoples 
enquiry committee in 1938 and recommended 
concellation of sananda of rulers and merger of 
Ex-state with Odisha province. 


The collapse of British paramount over 
the Indian states created an immediate problem 
of vast magnitude. There were 26 Feudatory 
states of Odisha as follows (1) Athagarh, 
(2) Athamallik, (3) Bamra, (4) Baramba, 
(5) Bauda, (6) Bonai, (7) Daspalla, 
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(8) Dhenkanal, (9) Gangapur, (10) Hindol, 
(11) Kalahandi, (12) Keonjhar, (13) Khandapara, 
(14) Kharasuan, (15) Mayurbhanja, 
(16) Narsinghpur, (17) Nayagarh, (18) Nilagiri, 
(19) Pallahara, (20) Patna, (21) Rairakhol, 
(22) Ranpur, (23) Sareikala, (24) Sonepur, 
(25) Talcher and (26) Tigiria. The administration 
of the feudatory chiefs of Odisha had evoked 
much reaction. There were some small risings 
during the first two decades of the 20th Century 
in those states which were aimed at the removal 
of maladministration of the king; in most cases 
the rulers suppressed those risings with strong 
hands. The people of those states were exploited 
by native rulers in many ways. The people of the 
states were bound to pay the illegal taxes like, 
rasad, magan, bethi and begars, etc. The common 
people had no fundamental right to speak anything 
about the misrule of native kings. 


After the establishment of newly 
constituted congress Government in the province 
of Odisha in April 1946, Harekrushna Mahtab, 
the new Congress premier, made serious attempts 
to solve the problems of feudatory state of Odisha. 
He met the members of the cabinet on April 6, 
1946 and placed a memorandum before them in 
which he pleaded strongly for amalgamation of 
the Garjats with the province. As the cabinet was 
busy to finalize other important matters it could 
not look into this specific problem of Odisha. 
However, in the statement issued by the cabinet 
on May 16, 1946, it was contemplated that a 
satisfactory solution to the problems of the Indian 
states would be achieved by mutual negotiations. 
Mahtab wrote letter to all the rulers of the princely 
states of Odisha on May 10, 1946, and again on 
June 29, 1946, in order to convince them about 
the benefits of mutual cooperation. He appealed 
to the rulers that in the interest of states, it will be 
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best thing to join with the province and being about 
acommon administration in the meantime, there 
was a lot of discussion in the press about the 
amalgamation of princely states with the province, 
which made the rulers uneasy and nervous in fact, 
the rulers did not show any interest to join with 
the province rather they took a very hostile attitude 
to the whole issue. In July 1946, the rulers met in 
a conference held at Alipore and decided to form 
a federal union of the Chhattisgarh and Odisha 
states. 


Mahtab did not give up the hope of some 
understanding with the ruling chiefs. On October 
16, 1946, he met some of them at Sambalpur in 
the presence of the political agent and tried to 
convince them about the necessity of one 
administration for both the states and the province. 
This meeting proved a failure, because the rulers 
opposed Mahtab’s proposal for joint planning and 
administration. They expressed their commitment 
to the proposed Eastern states Union and held 
Mahtab responsible for agitation in the states. 
Mahtab’s failure to get favorable response from 
the rulers and the formation of Eastern states union 
by the rulers were due to the support they got 
from the political department while the rulers tried 
to evade integration by forming the eastern state 
union. There was unresidented demand from the 
prajamandal groups for introduction of responsible 
Government as well as integration with the 
province of Orissa. Sarangadhar Das, the main 
Prajamandal leader and member of Odisha 
legislative Assembly was playing an active role in 
rousing public opinion in the states for this 
purpose. 


Thirty nine states of Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh which formed the Eastern states 
Union started functioning from August 1, 1947. 
It had an elaborate constitution and a secretariat. 
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The constituent states made financial contributions 
to maintain the administrative machinery of the 
Union with the dawn of independence, the 
situation changed rapidly. Celebration of 
Independence Day in the princely states received 
heart throbbing response from the people, and 
the princes were forced to come in terms with 
the political developments. They celebrated the 
day by hoisting the ‘National Flag’ along with their 
dynastic flags, released political prisoners and even 
some of them declared administrative reforms. 
The Raja of Nayagarh declared the nomination 
of three man cabinet including his brother captain 
B.C. Singh to head the popular Government from 
August 15, 1947. 


After India got independence, the situation 
so rapidly changed that the hopes of the feudatory 
chiefs to maintain their status quo were shattered 
to pieces. The state ministry under Sardar Patel 
was compelled by the force of circumstances to 
take necessary steps to arrest the process of 
'Balkanization’ of India. The process of integration 
of the Indian states began in Odisha with the 
assumption of the administration of Nilagiri state 
by the Dominion Government. It was taken over 
on November 14, 1947. After that, the state 
ministries took the initiative to resolve the problems 
of all other Odisha states. On November 16, 
1947, invitations were sent to all ‘B’ and ‘C’ class 
rulers to attend a conference on December 14, 
1947 at the Government House, Cuttack 
regarding merger of their states. Similarly ‘A’ class 
rulers of Odisha were invited to a separate 
conference at the same place on the same date in 
the afternoon. Arrangements of accommodation 
for their stay at Cuttack were also made. The 
regional commissioners of Odisha states were 
asked to bring with him the Sanands of Odisha 
Feudatory states which might be required for the 
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purpose. In a high level meeting of the ministry on 
November 20, 1947 in which Mahtab was 
present, it was decided not to recognize the 
Eastern states Union as it was formed "in utter 
disregard of linguistic, economic and social 
considerations”. In order to explore the 
possibilities of associating the states with the 
provincial administration for common interest, it 
was finally settled to meet the rulers in a conference 
in Odisha as soon as possible. Accordingly 
Sardar Patel, V.P. Menon and other officials of 
the states ministry arrived at Cuttack on December 
13, 1947. Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel inaugurated 
the conference with a most persuasive speech. 
On December 14, 1947, the conference which 
was attended by twelve ‘B’ and ‘C’ class rulers 
including Raja Bahadur Kishore Chandra Deo 
Bhanja of Daspalla, Raja Harihar Singh Mardraj 
Bhramarbar Ray of Khandapara and Raja 
Brajendra Narendra Mahapatra with his mother 
Basanta Manjari Devi, the Rajamata of Ranpur. 
At the outset Patel stated that the reasons for 
inviting the rulers of Odisha state was the growing 
discontentment among the people. Which had 
created pressing problem demanding immediate 
solution for the safety of the rulers and the people 
at large. The young ruler of Ranpur wanted to 
know if they would be entitled to stand for the 
Cuttack legislature the deputy prime Minister 
replied that certainly as citizen of Odisha he would 
be blessed with that right. 


The afternoon session started after lunch 
at 2.30 pm to which the ‘A’ class rulers were 
invited. Sardar Patel presided over the meeting. 
Eleven ‘A’ class rulers attended the meeting 
including the brother of the ruler of Nayagarh 
Capt. B.C. Singh. The entire proceedings of the 
meeting revolved around dynastic succession, 
Privy Purse, privileges and dignities. The merger 
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agreement was signed by the princes after the 
assurance of Sardar Patel for the perpetual 
guarantee of Privy Purse, privileges, dynastic 
succession and dignities and their incorporation 
in the future constitution of India. 


The historic conference began in the Raj 
Bhawan at Cuttack in the morning of 14th 
December 1947. Ten other ruling chiefs ultimately 
agreed after a good deal of pressure and 
persuasion to accept the plan of merger and the 
documents were signed by the morning of 15th 
December 1947. On 23rd December 1947, in 
exercise of the powers conferred by the extra 
provincial jurisdiction act 1947, the Government 
of India delegated to the Odisha Government the 
power to administer the Feudatory states in the 
same manner as the districts in that province. It 
became effective from Ist January 1948. 
Mayurbhanj signed the instrument of merger on 
17th October 1948 and the state was taken over 
by the Government of India on 9 November, 
and then came under the control of the Government 
of Odisha from 1“ January 1949. Ultimately 24 
princely states were integrated with the Odisha 
province. 


It was a climax to the history of the 
Garjats who enjoyed separate identities 
throughtout the British rule. Unfortunately, the state 
of Sareikala and Kharasuan were handed over 
to Bihar on 18th May 1948. The emergence ofa 
greater Odisha was possible for the life long 
struggle of Harekrushna Mahtab. 


After the merger of princely states 
addressing a young Congress conference, 
Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab said “There is no place 
of taking revenge against Gandhian Philosophy. 
A popular Government should be set up without 
bloodshed having changed the hearts ofall. We 
are not enemies of any one, we were going to 
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setup popular Government by abolishing old 
methods administration. Those who will help us, 
they are our friends but not foes”. Some of his 
friends had opposed Dr. Mahtab for his statement 
but their challenge was a futile attempt. 
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The Saint Poet Jayadev of Odisha 


The famous Sanskrit poet Jayadev lived in Odisha 
during 12 century AD. He was a devotee of Lord 
Madhav, who is otherwise known as Lord 
Krishna and Lord Jagannath. He always 
remained immersed in his devotion to Lord 
Jagannath. He leda saintly and pious life. His wife 
Padmavati also followed him in every sphere and 
tied to his line of worship, devotion and faith. They 
both had unfathomable love and faith in Lord 
Jagannath. Many a time the saintly couple stayed 
in Puri singing the hymns of Lord Jagannath. 
Jayadev composed his master-piece ‘The Gita 
Govinda’ ina simple, lucid and lyrical style in 
Sanskrit language which has charmed the lord and 
his devotees for many years. Gitagovinda is 
considered an immortal composition of a famous 
poet Jayadev. It is heard that miracles occur when 
the famous lyrical text Gitagovinda is sung with 
rapt attention and profound devotion. Even Lord 
Jagannath comes over to the singing place from 
his jewel-bedecked throne in the Puri temple. 


Since Jayadev was a popular poet 
owning to his famous Gitagovinda, some Bengalis 
made a futile exercise to prove Jayadev as a 
Bengali. They made fictitious stories to prove him 
as Bengali. But scholars have proved that Jayadev 
belonged to Odisha. In Odisha many stories and 
anecdotes are associated with Jayadev, who was 
completely an Odia. 
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Jayadev, the celebrated saint poet of 
Odisha, wrote his magnum opus, Gitagovinda, a 
lyrical ballad unparalleled in Sanskrit literature. 
Written during 12th century A.D. this piece of art 
depicts the immortal love of Radha-Krishna. 


These love-songs of Gitagovinda created 
sensational impact in the minds of the then people 
of eastern India and could change the cultural 
ethos in all walks of life. 


As narrated by poets and Orientalists of 
Eastern India, Jayadev was born at the village 
Kendu Vilva, a Brahmin village situated in 
Adaspur Panchayat of Balipatna Block, a place 
37 kilometers away from Bhubaneswar, the 
Capital City of Odisha. 


Some of the eastern Commentators and 
scholars have written volumes on the creativity of 
Jayadev which was nurtured and nourished at the 
Prachi Valley at the famous village Kendu Vilva 
where Jayadev used to worship his Lord, 
Madhab. 


Kabiraja Narayan Das wrote “Sarbanga 
Sundari” (in the 1307 A.D.), the Sanskrit script 
in which he has narrated that Jayadev the 
celebrated saint poet belongs to the village-Kendu 
Vilva. One Chandra Dutta of Mithila wrote a book 
on Jayadev Charita named as Bhakta Mala (in 


APRIL - 2023 


Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669 


1705 A.D.) in which he has mentioned 
Kenduvilva, a Brahmana-Sasan village near 
Jagannath Puri to be the birth place of Jayadeva. 
Nava Das a saint poet wrote Bhakti Mela in which 
Jayadev was shown to have been born in the said 
village in the district of Puri. 


The epigraphic inscription - Prataparudra 
Abhilekha also indicates “Gitagovinda Seva” 
meaning that Jayadev’s Gitagovinda was read and 
loved by the people of Odisha. 


In the “History of Bengali Literature” 
written in Bengali language by Prof. Sukumar Sen 
the noted critic and writer of Bengal, it is stated 
that Jayadev belongs to Odisha. In the Oriental 
Dictionary there is mention of Jayadev belonging 
to Odisha. If any researcher reads the History of 
Sanskrit Literature written by Barada Chari, he 
would come across the views that Jayadev was 
born in Odisha and there he composed his famous 
devotional song Gitagovinda. 


Some of the devotees of Bhakti Cult 
expressed opinion in the book named Uttar 
Bharat Santha Parampara written in Hindi that 
Jayadev of Odisha wrote Gitagovinda. 


Scholars like Prof. Barbara Miller and 
Prof. Thomas Donaldson have also opined that 
Jayadev belongs to Odisha. 


If we analyse the pictorial description of 
nature as depicted in Gitagovinda we can well 
visualise that natural scenes of Gitagovinda 
resemble the geographical milieu of Odisha. 


The erroneous opinion that Jayadev 
belonged to Bengal was created by one Banamali 
Das (1803) in his book Jayadev Charita and 
pointed out that he was the court poet of Laxman 
Sen. He just guessed and merely expressed 
opinion that Jaydev was born on the bank of Ajay 
river in the village Kenduli without giving any 
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reason. In the Bengali etymological dictionary, the 
word Kenduli means festival. There is no such 
village named Kenduli and there is no epigraphical 
proof to substantiate this logic. This version of 
Banamali Das was supported emotionally by Prof. 
Suniti Chatterjee, the notable linguist of Bengal 
contrary to the opinion of literary historian Prof. 
Sukumar Sen. Thus this controversy started and 
rolled over. Thus, some section of people of 
Bengal fondly believed and propagated that 
Jayadev was born in the village Kenduli on the 
the regional propaganda in Bengal that Jayadev 
belonged to Bengal have created deep resentment 
among the art-loving people of Odisha who are 
great admirers of Jayadev - the illustrious saint 
poet of Odisha. Odia people love Jayadev as they 
love their Lord Jagannath. 


The Odishan folk art, drama, dance, 
sculpture and the Odissi music are greatly nurtured 
and flourished by lyricism and musicality of 
Gitagovinda. There is also greater impact of these 
devotional songs of Gitagovinda on life and 
literature of Odisha. The lyrical poets of Odisha 
imbibed the spirit of devotional songs from the 
Gitagovinda. 


The lyrical effects of Gitagovinda have a 
great sway over Odias for years together. This 
great work has tremendously influenced the way 
of life of Odias. It has become a part of Jagannath 
cult. The lyrical work Gitagovinda and its poet 
Jayadev will long be remembered by Odias. 


Dr Dinabandhu Moharana, President, Bhakta Kabi 
Jayadev Sanskrutika Parishada, 111, Municipality 
Market Complex, OMP Square, Cuttack-03, 
Mob: 9437043103. 
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Thoughts on Women Empowerment 


Renowned Irish poet, historian, essayist, and 
political theorist William Edward Hartpole Lecky 
(1838 — 1903) wrote an interesting stanza. 


“The stately ship is seen no more, 

The fragile skiff attains the shore; 

And while the great and wise decay, And all 
their trophies pass away, 

Some sudden thought, some careless rhyme, 
Still floats above the wrecks of Time.” 

(On an old Song) 


We all know & used to remember 
notorious Roman emperor Nero (37 AD- 68 AD) 
being an irresponsible king. His infamousness 
made him famous and popular for ages. There is 
an apocryphal story but popular legend that Nero 
played the fiddle while Rome burned. During the 
time of the Nero, an unknown Roman historian 
narrated a primitive story of our earliest ancestors, 
a slow-moving, semi-aquatic race of females. At 
the time of humanity’s beginnings, there are only 
females who reproduced asexually. As they’ re 
partially aquatic by nature, so they lived by the 
sea. They called themselves “Clefts” after The 
Cleft - the word refers both to the sacred rocky 
outcrop or fissure where they live and to their 
own vagina. This female-only world always 
reproduced only girl babies. One day, a cleft gave 
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birth to a male child with lumps and protuberances 
where a cleft should be. So the clefts dubbed this 
baby boy as ‘Monster’. This neophobia caused 
such a fright that the boy was killed by them. 
Bewilderingly more “monsters” were born, and 
the clefts left them to die on a rock. Tender- 
hearted eagles saw the dying innocent babies and 
carried them off to a nearby valley where they 
were then suckled by benevolent deer. The 
children gradually grew older and a tribe emerged. 
Over time, two communities develop. This was 
the plot summary of popular novel ‘The Cleft’ 
which was published in 2007. British novelist, 
poet, playwright, librettist, biographer and short 
story writer Doris May Lessing (1919-2013) 
who got the Nobel Prize in literature in 2007 
wrote the same. 


Did you watch 2017 hit movie “Wonder 
Woman’? In this film, there is a female-only island 
named as Themyscira. Few months ago, there is 
widely circulating news that Northern European 
nation Finland to get island where no man will be 
allowed. If you’re a woman with some cash to 
splash ona luxury escape, SuperShe Island could 
be the destination for you. A former consultancy 
business CEO & American entrepreneur Kristina 
Roth is opening a ‘women-only’ holiday resort 
on an artificial archipelago where no man will be 
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allowed. She took inspiration from her own life 
for the holiday retreat and came up with the idea 
after she realized that men were a distraction to 
female visitors. According to her: “I really lived 
in, worked, lived, breathed in a men-dominated 
world. When I really started to travel more the 
last couple of years, I just met a lot of amazing 
women around the world.” 


Thinking about female-only world is 
clearly a taboo and fantasy. Would not it be a 
very boring place? Then question arises whether 
men are competitors of women? Are they played 
the role of obstructionists in women 
empowerment? Nobel Prize-winning writer Sir 
William Gerald Golding (1911-1993) who was 
best known for his 1954 novel ‘Lord of the Flies’ 
once told- “I think women are foolish to pretend 
they are equal to men, they are far superior and 
always have been.” However, if we will say the 
fact ina balanced way- “No one is superior & no 
one is inferior.” Both man and woman are created 
by nature for natural harmony. As women are 


APRIL - 2023 


fundamentally equal with men, so one can ask 
“Why women empowerment is needed?’. Some 
of the societies which have made great strides in 
gender equality, are giving women the ability fully 
and genuinely to participate economically, socially, 
and politically. In 21* century, still there are some 
less forward societies where women are forced 
to occupy a secondary place in relation to men. 
Anyway, men are not interrupters in the sacred 
journey of women empowerment. Eminent Odia 
poet Nanda Kishore Bal (1875-1928) wrote in 
a poem: 


“Development is like a moving chariot 
Where both men & women are wheels.” 


Bibhuprasad Mohapatra, At/Po-Bhogada, 
Via-Baghamari, Dist-Khordha-752061, E-mail : 
padmacharan123@gmail.com, Mob-08270083653. 
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Konarka : A Point of View 


GENESIS 


140 million years ago, the 
peninsular India, including Odisha, was a 
part of the supercontinent and Gondwana 
was a major geographical formation/ 
region of India, named after the Gondi 
people who lived there (though they can 
also be found in other parts of India). The 
name of the ancient continent of & 
Gondwanaland was derived from 
Gondwana, because some of the earliest 
rock formations of this continent were first 
investigated in part of the region, located 
in Odisha. 


Some of the rocks, like the Mayurbhanj 
granite pluton, have been dated to 3.09 billion 
years ago. The coal-fields in Mahanadi and Ib 
river basins are known to be one of the richest 
sites for fossils in the subcontinent. 


In the districts of Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, 
Sundergarh and Sambalpur, Acheulian tools dating 
to Lower Paleolithic times have been discovered. 
The Gudahandi hills in Kalahandi district have 
rock carvings and paintings dating to the Upper 
Paleolithic. From Kuchai, near Baripada, various 
Neolithic tools like hoes, chisels, pounders, mace 
heads, grinding stones and also pieces of pottery 
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were discovered. Prehistoric paintings and 
inscriptions have also been found in Garjan 
Dongar in Sundergarh district, Ushakothi in 
Sambalpur district and Vikramkhol in Jharsuguda 
district. However there has been uncertainty 
about the inscriptions at Ushakothi and 
Vikramkhol regarding whether they are in a proto- 
Brahmi script. Yogimath near Khariar has cave 
paintings from the Neolithic age (aporox 10,000- 
4500 BC). 


The Mahabharata also mentions Kalinga 
(erstwhile name of Odisha) several more times. 
Srutayudha, the king of Kalinga, son of Varuna 
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and river Parnasa, had joined the Kaurava camp 
in the Kurukshetra War. He had been given a 
divine mace by his father on request of his mother, 
which protected him as long as he wielded it. But, 
Varuna had warned his son that using it on a non- 
combatant will cause the death of the wielder 
himself. In the frenzy of battle, harried by Arjuna’s 
arrows, he made the mistake of launching it at 
Krishna, Arjuna’s charioteer, who was unarmed. 
The mace bounced off Krishna and killed 
Srutayudha. The archer who killed Krishna, Jara 
Savara, and Ekalavya are said to have belonged 
to the Shabar tribal people of Odisha.Shabar 
tribes (also mentioned as Saora ,Shabar,Savara) 
are adivasis of Munda ethnic group known for 
their keen eyes and sharp reflexes. 


Similarly, in the Buddhist text, 
Mahagovinda Suttanta, mention has been made 
of Kalinga and its ruler, Sattabhu. 


ARCHITECTURAL BACKGROUND 


Regional evolution in art, literature, culture, 
architecture is a natural process. They break away 
from classical models influenced by thought and 
beliefs ofa populace, and these are evident in the 
temples. 


There are three regions in the north where 
large but elegant temples have survived; Rajasthan 
and Gujarat in western India, Bundelkhand in 
central India, and Odisha in the east. 


The overall architectural style is similar, 
conforming to the nagara or north Indian style, 
but this did not exclude local variation. The nagara 
temple was square in plan but gave the impression 
of having a cruciform shape owing to graduated 
projections in the middle of each of the four sides. 
The central tower was tall, inclining gradually 
inwards in a convex curve. The Jaina temples at 
Mt Abu, built in white marble, are representative 
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of the western Indian group. They are richly 
adorned with sculpture which, though profuse, is 
subsidiary to the architecture. 


The temples at Khajuraho are the best 
example of the Bundelkhand group and these are 
again richly decorated with sculpture. The temples 
display a balance of size and form which makes 
each an impressive structure. The erotic sculpture 
at Khajuraho (as at Konark) has led to these 
temples being regarded as exhibitions of 
pornographic art, and the eagerness of visitors to 
see the erotic often diverts attention from the 
aesthetic qualities of both the architecture and the 
sculpture . 


In Konarka the free-standing celestial 
nymphs of rather over-life-size on the first and 
second terraces of the porch are superb in 
execution. With fully-developed bodies, 
voluptuous busts, rounded hips, amplitude of 
modelling, delicate curves, rhythmic action of the 
limbs and divinely ecstatic face and with an 
expression of grace and elegance, these figures 
play on various instruments in honour of the Great 
Splendour that illumines the world. In their ecstasy, 
all of them, except the player on vina, cannot 
restrain their feet from dancing. The artists have 
succeeded completely in giving form to their inner 
aesthetic realization. 


Many suggestions have been made as to 
the true significance of these figures; it has been 
suggested that they merely served the mundane 
purpose of advertising the charms of the 
devadasis, or temple prostitutes, or that they were 
intended to represent the world of the flesh, in 
contrast to the bare and austere interior, which 
symbolized the things of the spirit; possibly they 
were connected, in the minds of their designers, 
with the sexual mysticism which played so great 
a part in medieval Indian religious thought, or it 
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may be that they represent the delights of heaven, 
on its lower planes. Possibly the temple of 
Konarka was a centre of tantric cult though the 
erotic sculpture does not suggest the solemn ritual 
of the Saktas, but something much less inhibited. 


The temples of Odisha at Bhubaneswar, 
Puri and Konarka are more monumental: the 
towers rise higher and the curve in their elevation 
is more pronounced and elegant. 


The Sun Temple of Konarak marks the 
highest point of achievement of Kalinga 
architecture depicting the grace, the joy and the 
rhythm of life in all its wondrous variety. There is 
an endless wealth of decoration from minute 
patterns in bas-relief done with a jeweller’s 
precision to boldly-modeled free-standing 
sculptures of exceptionally large size. 


The Odishan architects were lavish with 
their exterior decoration, and their sculptors 
produced works of great merit, but the interiors 
of their temples are unadorned. James Fergusson 
who visited the temple in 1837 prepared a 
drawing of it, estimated the height of the fragment 
and said “The artisans built like Titans and finished 
like jewellers”. 


Sculptural themes of the embellishments 
may broadly be classified into (1) deities, Art 
(11) musician nymphs, (iii) birds, beasts, aquatic 
animals and mythological figures, (iv) secular 
sculptures, (v) architectural motifs and 
(vi) decorative patterns woven out of floral, plant 
and geometrical motifs. 


The secular sculptures include beautiful 
alasa kanyas exhibiting their voluptuous beauty in 
different poses. The joy of a princely life and 
luxuriousness prevailing in the royal environment 
are writ large everywhere. The scenes of royal 
hunts and processions, and military expeditions 
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of the whole army-infantry, cavalry and elephants 
marching in full accoutrement—speaks 
unmistakably that the edifice is the realization of 
the dream of an ambitious and mighty king. 


In the larger temples the corbelled roofs 
of the halls rested on four large pilasters, but pillars 
were not generally used, and roofs were often 
partly supported by iron girders, a striking 
technical innovation indeed. Hindu temples and 
buildings in Odisha, even in northern India, 
continue to be in the orthodox style of Hindu 
Silpasastra. The Konarka temple of Sun God 
(1258) is an outstanding monument from this point 
of view. 


KONARKA IN NUTSHELL 


Konarak (lat. 19°53' N./long. 86 06' E.) 
isa village under Gop police station in Puri. The 
name Konarka (also called Konark, Konarak) 
is obviously derived from the name of the 
presiding deity Konarka, which is the Arka (sun) 
of Kona (corner), the latter probably being in 
relation to Trikona, in the corner direction of which 
the temple was erected. Trikona may be identified 
with Tikona (lat. 19°51'N.; long. 86’01 E.) on 
the bank of the river Kusabhadra, about 9 km. 
south-west of the Sun Temple. The existence of 
the ancient habitation of Tikona during the Ganga 
rule is attested to by several Ganga fanams. 


Among the most important Odishan 
temples are the Temple of Jagannatha at Puri, still 
one of the most famous shrines of India, and the 
Sun temple of Konarka. The latter, a temple of 
Surya, the sun-god, was formerly one of the 
largest and most splendid temples of India. 


The main temple-tower, estimated over 
228 feet high, has long since fallen, but the great 
assembly-hall remains. Unlike the other temples 
of this region that of Konarka had the two smaller 
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outer halls completely separate from the main 
structure, and the assembly hall and tower were 
built on an imposing platform, round which were 
carved 24 (twelve pairs) decorated wheels, each 
approx 10 feet in diameter, each with 8 spokes 
representing praharas. 24 represents fortnight’s 
in a year, 12 stands for months, and the chariot 
design pulled by 7 magnificent horses. 


The entrance is reached by a broad flight 
of steps, flanked on either side by prancing 
horses, the whole representing the chariot in 
which the Sun-god rides across the heavens. The 
court of the temple was decorated with free- 
standing sculptures of great strength and beauty. 


The sculpture of Odisha was greater than 
that of the Palas. The carvings of the temples of 
Bhubaneswar and Konarka show a deep 
sensuous appreciation of the human form and an 
expressiveness which gives them a characteristic 
beauty of their own. The finest Odishan sculptures 
are those in the courtyard of the Temple of the 
Sun at Konarka, where the forceful horses and 
the mighty elephant crushing a malefactor in his 
trunk show a strength of treatment and a feeling 
for animal form rare in the world’s art, and 
reminiscent of the animal sculpture and ceramics 
of the T’ang dynasty of China. 


King Narasimhavarman I ( reign period 
1238-64 AD), the builder of the great sun temple 
at Konarka. Some authors have studied available 
resources and have come to some conclusion that 
it was constructed during the period Sept 
25,1242-Jan 27,1258. 


The purpose of erecting this stupendous 
temple is unknown. Surya is believed to be the 
healer of diseases and the bestower of wishes 
from very early times; it is not unlikely that the 
temple is a worthy thanksgiving of the powerful 
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ruler Narasimha Deva following either his 
recovery or the fulfilment ofhis prayer, perhaps, 
for a healthy son. That he had some genuine regard 
for this deity is shown by the name of his son 
Bhanu Deva, the first solar name in that royal line. 
We should also remember in this connection that 
Narasimha Deva was traditionally known as 
langulia (‘one having a tail’), the exact significance 
of which is not known. The explanation that he 
had a protuberance at the failing end of the spinal 
cord seems to suggest that he had a physical 
deformity of some kind other, of which he wanted 
to get cured by building a temple of Surya. 


As per legend it was the desire of his 
mother Kasturi Devi and the peak period of work 
was for 12 years with 1200 artisans, executed 
by one Sibei Samantray as the king was away to 
fight war. 


He was one of the few Hindu rulers of 
his time who did not manage simply to defend 
himself against the superior military forces of the 
Muslims, but who also launched an offensive 
against them. When in 1243 AD the Muslim 
governor of Bengal wanted to increase his 
autonomy and extend his sway after the death of 
Iltutmish, an army from Orissa attacked him in 
his capital, Lakhnaur, in central Bengal. The 
following year the Hindu forces scored another 
success in Bengal. 


Narasinghadeva-l's offensive policy 
probably warded off a Muslim attack on Orissa 
for more than a century. Only in 1361 AD did the 
sultan of Delhi, Firoz Shah, suddenly attacked 
Odisha on his way back from Bengal, extirpating 
Rai Gajpat (Raja Gajapati), massacring the 
inhabitants, demolishing their temples, killing 
elephants as reported in the contemporary 
chronicle Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi. The sultan on his 
return through northern Odisha destroyed the 


61 


ISSN 0970-8669 Odisha Review 


Bhanja capital, Khiching. The Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi 
then goes on to report: 


“The temple of Konarka built by Ganga 
ruler Narasinghadeva-I is a masterpiece of 
architectural design and an excellence in sculptural 
relief. Conceived as a chariot or Rath on 12 pairs 
or 24 wheels dedicated to Surya (Sun) the temple 
reverberates with the movements of the dance 
whether in relief or around the main shrine or 
Jagamohan or Bhoga Mandapa and most of all 
Nata Mandira”. 


Konarka is the only temple in India with 
larger than life-size free standing celestial musicians 
on the parapet of the roof of the Jagamohana, 
playing musical instruments namely, the mardala 
(drum), gini (cymbals), veena, venu (flute) and 
kahali (a trumpet). Being carved from a single 
piece of stone they are unique of their kind and 
remind us of the poses used in the BatuNritya in 
modern day Odissi repertoire. 


The main temple is believed to be of 
228 ft height on the surface and foundation was 
74 ft below surface. Now what exists is 
Jagamohan having a height of 132.5 ft. 


The Nata Mandapa or the dancing hall 
of Konark is situated at a distance of 300 feet 
from the Jagamohana. Every portion of the 
exterior of the plinth and pillars is carved with 
dancing girls and musicians with various musical 
instruments. Many of the poses are profusely used 
in the Odissi dance today. The free standing 
dancers on the parapet of Jagamohana look at 
the space whereas the carved dancers of the Nata 
Mandira look at space circumscribed as if either 
they or their companions. would come to life and 
commence a dance. 


What is of great significance is that, in the 
temple of Konark there is an inscription under a 
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male figure (about 2 feet in height in the Nata 
Mandapa), holding the cymbals in an attitude of 
almost going to strike the two together. Historian 
K.S. Behera, the author of “Konark - The 
Heritage of Mankind”, 1996, deciphered it as 
“Somai Vaisna(va)” who could be the dance 
master or Natyachara of the period. It is not only 
the representation of a famous Nrutya guru of the 
contemporary period, but also indicative of the 
tremendous importance given to the art of dance 
during that period. Together hundreds or 
thousands of the diminutive dancers make an 
orchestration which leaves no spectator untouched 
or unmoved, with the silent harmony it vibrates. 


This is then the sculptural heritage of 
dance in Odisha with massive and diminutive 
dancers, some rough and bold, others delicate 
and intricate. All these complement each other 
presenting a world of movement unparalleled even 
in Indian sculptural history. 


Aclose scrutiny, however, reveals that the 
sculptor was a knowledgeable person illustrating 
chapters of the Natyasastra, without sacrificing 
the characteristic features of the region. The 
sculptor demonstrates exquisitely how accurately 
a dance pose or a chari can be wrought in stone. 


However, it may be summarized that a 
study of the temple sculpture through ages not 
only supplied the inner rhythms of harmony but 
also documented the evolution of Odissi dance in 
stone. 


Shikhara (apex) of the vimana of the 
temple structure is the grid at which unseen 
sahasrara 1s located. It would perhaps be apt to 
quote the well known Sanskrit shloka from the 
*Viswakarmyam Vastu Shastra’ here: 


“Garbha Gruha Sirahapoktam antaraalam 
Galamthatha Kuchisthanam Ardha Mandapam 
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Hridayasthanam Mandapomahan Medhrasthaneshu 
Dwajasthambam Praakaram Janjuangeecha 
Gopuram Paadayosketha Paadasya Angula Pokthaha 
Gopuram Sthupasthatha Yevam Devaalayam 
angamuchyathe.” 


In other words, Garbha-griham (main 
sanctum) is equated with human head; antarala 
(vestibule) is equated with human neck; ardha - 
mandapam (semi-hall) is compared with human 
chest; maha - mandapam (main hall) is equated 
with the stomach; flag-post is viewed along with 
human male organ; and gopuram or temple 
gateway tower is viewed along with human feet. 


The monument of Sun at Konarka 
(Kalatirtha and K latirtha) is a ttmeless marvel as 
a piece of art. From the reality in the sky to 
abstraction in tribal visual symbolism and its 
culmination in personification-deification as 
Mahabhaskara is an art in evolution that has 
happened in Odisha. The ‘heavenly’ body of time 
has taken the earthly form, born out of the chisel 
of the master sculptor. 


Mahabhaskara is tejas, the vertical 
principle of divine manifestation, the chiselled 
symmetry of artistic consciousness- Konarka is 
a stupendous monument of ‘nowness’ where the 
past is reborn at the dawn of the day eternally 
and the future issues forth from the unmanifest 
eternally. 


TRIBES & SUN WORSHIP 


Sun worship is the most ancient faith in 
India. Scholars broadly agree that Sun worship 
in India started as early as the Neolithic period 
and its worship by means of symbols continued 
to be an integral part of the proto historic people. 
V.C.Srivastava holds the view that it was 
historically incorrect to begin the story of Sun 
worship from the Rig Vedic period and he 
considers the Sun god to have played an important 
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role in the eschatology of the proto-historic 
(period of prehistory and history during which no 
writing was existing) cultures of India. 


The tradition of Sun worship in Odisha is 
more ancient than what it seems to have been 
accounted for. It reached its glorious climax in 
the form ofa monumental Sun temple at Konarak. 
However, Sun worship in Odisha continues to be 
a living tradition. The concept of Sun worship in 
Odisha in general, and at Konarak in particular, 
seems to have had a multiple layer of influence 
from different sources since prehistoric times. 
K.S.Behera traces Sun worship in Odisha back 
to the early Vedic period. He relies rather on the 
probable Vedic nexus of a risi namely 
Dirghatamas, who, according to the mythical 
accounts of the Puranas, was considered the first 
ancestor of Prince Kalinga. However, there is 
enough evidence to consider an indigenous 
tradition of Sun worship, which probably 
preceded the Vedic Sun gods, among the primitive 
tribes of Odisha. Gadaba tribe is considered to 
be as old as Ramayana era. 


Assigning a definite date to rock paintings 
is a difficult job. The observation that the rock 
paintings contain a few symbols, which are the 
conventional representations of Sun, and hence, 
their evidences may be taken for throwing light 
on the question of the beginning of Sun-worship. 


In Jogimath near the village Sagada of 
Nuapada district, we come across in a rock 
shelter, the images ofa stick-like human figure, 
humped and humpless- cattle, a few geographical 
motifs and patterns along with a Sun motif. Again, 
there is a motif of Sun in a rock shelter at 
Manikmoda near Hemgiri in Sundargarh district. 
Chichidakol images date back to the Chalcolithic 
period. The images found in Manikmoda and 
Sagada have also been assigned to the 
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Chalcolithic period based on super imposition and 
color pattern and by correlation of such motifs 
found in Chalcolithic pottories in the form of graffiti 
marks. At Nuagarh on the left bank of Mahanadi 
in Sonepur district, potteries with graffiti marks 
of Sun have been recovered from the stratified 
deposits of 7th century B.C as established by 
Carbon-14 isotopic age determination. Hence, it 
can be said that the practice of Sun worship was 
in vogue in Odisha as early as Chalcolithic period 
(approx 7000-3300 BC). Vedic tradition 
recognizes the existence of a few Sun-worshipping 
tribes such as Daradas, Suhmas, Pundras and the 
Barbaras’. Another Sun worshipping tribe called 
Udumbaras was known during the later Vedic 
period itself. 


Mahabharata recognizes some Sun 
worshipping tribes of non-Aryan origin such as 
the Siddhas, the Gandharvas, the Yaksas, the 
Guhyakas and the Nagas, the Asuras and the 
Raksasas. It may be noted that Sarna, which 
means ‘sacred grove’, is the collective term used 
to denote the tribal religions of Chotanagpur area 
in Chhattisgarh and Mayurbhanj in Odisha and 
these tribes venerate Singbonga, the Sun god as 
their supreme spirit. 


Mahabharata mentions a Sun 
worshipping non-Aryan tribe, most likely the 
Austro Asiatic group such as Mundas and Santals. 
Asur is the name of a tribe in Bihar, Chhattisgarh 
and in western and north-western Odisha. It may 
not be out of the place to mention that in Bengal, 
the Varman and Sena rulers, called themselves 
‘Saura’, that is worshippers of the Sun god.” 


In Austro-Asiatic languages such as Ho 
(Kol), Mundari, Santali, Kol (Singhbhum), 
Bhum1j, Gadaba and Remo, Sun is called singi. 
In Mundari, sing or singi also means “a day’, and 
‘the period from sunrise to sunset.’ 
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Sun god, the supreme spirit of Santals, is 
called Singbonga. The Mundari-speaking tribes 
of the adjoining areas in Jharkhand venerate 
Singbonga as the Supreme God, ‘all good, 
omniscient and omnipotent; maker, master and 
fosterer ofall things living or inanimate. In Mundari 
and Santali, bonga is a generic term to denote a 
‘spirit.’ The Bondos, in their Remo language, 
designate Sun god as Singi-Arke. The use of such 
compound words containing Sing to denote the 
Sun god is common among the tribes speaking 
the languages of the Munda family. Apart from 
Mundas and Santals, tribes such as Hos, Birhors, 
and Asurs also call their solar deity as Singbonga. 
Santals describe the Sun god as Sing Chando as 
well. The Mundas still maintain the belief that 
Singbonga existed in the remotest times and 
continues to exist forever. 


The Bondas, who designate themselves 
as Remo, meaning ‘men’, are considered the most 
primitive among the tribes of Odisha. They speak 
the Remo tribal dialect and identify the Creator 
with the Sun. Sun god of Bondas is not a later 
adoption but the fountain head of their belief 
system and faith. It was Sun who instructed men 
and women the primordial art of copulation. They 
believe that even before the origin of religion and 
demigods, before priests and shamans came in, 
the ‘bright and dazzling’ Sun (Singi-Arke) was in 
direct correspondence with his subjects, observes 
Verrier Elwin. And on that basis he applies the 
title, “God of gods and Lord of lords’, which is 
consistent with the Bondo worldview. 


Singbonga is the God of truth. He is 
revered as ‘the One who sees and hears 
everything.’ He stands witness to promises made 
and contracts entered. Oaths taken in the name 
of Singbonga cannot be broken. While taking 
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oaths in front of village panchayat, the Mundas 
say, Sirmare Singbonga, otere monre horoko 
meaning in heaven Singbonga, on earth the five 
men (panchayat). 


It is imperative to understand the spirit 
world of Mundarian tribes in order to assess the 
relative position of Singbonga in their religion and 
the possible influence of the concept of Singbonga 
in the mainstream Sun worshipping tradition of 
Odisha. Any spirit conceived as wielding good 
or evil influence over men and their affairs is called 
bonga. Sun-cure has been the central theme 
behind Sun worship in many communities, 
Singbonga is the saviour of Munda tribe. 


Singbonga the Sun god of Kol-Munda- 
Santhal tradition is not unknown to Saoras for 
they worship him occasionally in the same sense. 
‘He lives above, above all, and he sees all, the 
Saoras say, but the use of the name Singbonga is 
very rare, reports Verrier Elwin.” The knowledge 
of Singbonga among the Saoras of southern 
Odisha can be an indicator of the fact that the 
worship of Singbonga as the Sun god was part of 
the common heritage of the Kol-Munda-Santal 
tribes in the remote past before their division into 
various language and dialect groups. 


As observed by N.K.Behuria and 
J.Dash, among the images of deities of Saoras, 
Uyungsum the Sun god is found most frequently. 
The Sun god is represented by two concentric 
circles. In the icons, the Sun is mostly painted at 
the centre. This is explained by saying that the 
Sun at the centre connotes that he is the witness 
to all that happens to the human and supernatural 
beings as depicted in the icons but the conceptual 
nexus between Sun-god, spirit world and place 
of living of humans although seems probable needs 
deep research. 
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COLLAPSE OF 
SPECULATIONS 


KONARKA: 


Under the crackling wheels of past 
events, the Sun Temple has lost its main sanctuary 
of the temple-tower but the remaining structure 
and the ruins around testify till today the boundless 
creative energy of the Odishan artists and their 
impressive contribution to the treasury of Indian 
art and building technique. Standing majestically 
on the sandy coast of the Kalinga Sagar (Bay of 
Bengal) in East Odisha, the porch in its solitary 
grandeur is an eloquent testimony ofa glorious 
and mysterious past. 


Vachaspati Misra writes in Tirtha 
Chintamani (1278 AD) that, one should make 
three circumambulations round the temple of the 
Sun and then, with flowers in hands and speech 
restrained, enter into the temple and worship the 
Sun. Poet Sarala Das (15th century AD) in his 
Mahabharata has clearly mentioned that Sun was 
worshipped at Konarka during his time. From the 
account in Ain-i-Akbari by Abul Fazl, it also 
appears that the temple was unbroken and under 
worship. All these records establish that the temple 
was completed and was under worship. 


Various speculations have been made as 
to the possible cause of the collapse of the main 
temple-tower. Some ascribe it to the subsidence 
of the foundation and others to a shock of 
earthquake or lightning, some again doubting if 
the temple was ever completed. 


The theory of non-completion is 
untenable. Almost all the Ganga kings subsequent 
to Narasimha Deva I have taken pride in 
recording in the copper plates that Narasimha I 
built the temple of Sun at Konarak. Had the temple 
been unfinished such a statement could not have 
occurred. There is still another evidence of very 
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conclusive character furnished by Vachaspati 
Misra, author of the Tritha Chintamani, which 
shows the temple was completed and was under 
worship. 


At no part of the plinth is there any sign 
of sinking or unequal settlement because of weak 
foundation. The extant walls and other structures 
within the enclosure, again, do not evince the effect 
of any seismic commotion. Lightning can also 
hardly affect such a massive edifice. At present, 
however, there is no evidence to corroborate such 
an event. 


It appears that the structure crumbled 
down owing to the decay initiated by the 
desecration of the temple. Shri Nilamani Senapati 
ICS, former Collector of Puri, visited Konarak 
in 1929, and collected a piece of lichen. It was 
examined by Dr. Pranakrushna Parija, DSc, FNI, 
who counted 357 layers of lichen. It can be said 
that for the formation of one layer of lichen one 
rainy season, 1. e., one year, must have been taken. 
On the basis of this scientific analysis it can be 
safely said that the monument had not been looked 
after since about 1572 AD, a fact which is 
corroborated by historical evidence. 


That after the death of Mukunda Deva 
in 1568, Muslim onslaughts made a destructive 
attempt on the temple, large copper kalasa and 
the crowning padma-dhvaja were lost. The 
enshrined images were severely damaged and 
some removed to Puri. Thus, forsaken by the 
deities, the deserted temple fell naturally into utter 
neglect. 


The popular legend, however, is that a 
magnetic kalasa on the top of the tower used to 
draw ashore the vessels passing along the coast 
of Konarak, whereupon the crew ofa ship scaled 
the top and removed this kalasa. 
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Dislodge of kalasa was followed by the 
fall of the khapuri and the enormous amala, which 
by their heavy weight, positioned over the 
corbelled walls of which the spire was made. 
Made of several slabs connected together by iron 
dowels and cramps, the amala dropped into 
pieces when the iron members on exposure 
corroded and split the stones into fragments 
(action being more disastrous on an easily 
weathered rock like khondalite of which the 
temple was built). With the displacement of the 
amala and the beki (neck) below it, was lost the 
heavy weight to counterbalance the tendency of 
the corbelled spire to fall in, with the result that 
the stones of the dry masonry started gradually 
dropping. 


Consequently, it was not deemed 
necessary to attend to the occasional structural 
repairs and to remove the plants which must have 
grown on the body of the temple. Plants of ficus 
variety must have started growing as they do on 
all structures. This must have been the main cause 
of the decay, which was possibly accelerated by 
the fall of the capping stones. 


EPILOGUE 


In the light of the above, this research 
paper attempts to investigate the tradition of Sun 
worship among certain tribal groups in and around 
Odisha, who speak languages of Austro-Asiatic 
family and intends to assess their possible 
contribution to the evolution of Sun worship in 
Odisha with a focus on Konarak, the nerve centre 
of Sun worship. Austro-Asiatic tribes are 
considered more ancient than the Dravidians in 
eastern India and hence, obviously pre- Vedic as 
well. 


We should not forget that Konarka is a 
collective artistic creation of a people and has 
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transcendence into an individual and imaginary 
world as well as an assurance ofa return to reality 
in communion with cultural practices. Konarka is 
the embodiment of emotive and rational 
consciousness. This is because when the spectator 
confronts the monument, he attempts to 
imaginatively recreate the visions of the creators 
who choose them as manifestations of genuine 
ideas and emotions. 


The sun temple of Konarka is a 
monument of moving illumination and of tejas, 
dedicated to time, time with ‘wings’. 
Abhinavagupta (10/11 th Cent.), the author of 
Tantraloka defines time (kala) as consciousness, 
unfolding time. The (eternal) symbolism of day 
(sun) and night (moon) and the juncture of times, 
which effect release from the limiting power of 
time, are mirrored in the following sloka: 


“O Sun ! Those who are fully awakened 
in the day enlightened with the light of Reality, 
and those who have entered the yogic sleep in 
the night at the quietening of mind, having pierced 
through the light of the sun in the junctures between 
day and night, full of supreme bliss, they attain 
the supreme state of nirvana.” 


John Muir (1838-1914) said “Everybody 
needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in 
and pray in, where nature may heal and give 
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strength to body and soul” and it is also true for 
Konarka. 
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Nature of Prajamandal Movement in Odisha 


Dr. Chittaranjan Mishra 


Abstract 


Modern history has gone beyond the traditional status and modern concept of history briefs: - “history 
does not contain only the history of kings and queens, battles and generals, but the history of the 
common men, his struggle for existence, fight to obtain a just government, his aspirations, achievements, 
disappointments, defeats and failures etc. It is not only the individual but the communities and the 
societies are the subject of study.” Prajamandal Movement was a movement of the people living in 
the princely states against the misrule of those autocratic feudatory powers to improve their civil 
rights. It was contemporary to the Indian independence movement. Economic exploitation and social 
oppression and repression were the distinguished characteristics of Native States. Subjects of the 
tulers of the princely states were exploited through a various ways. In addition to regular taxes, the 


kings extracted money and services from their subjects through ‘Rasad’, ‘Magan’, ‘Bethi’, Bheti 
‘Begari’, Dolibuha and ‘Gadam’. Frequent unjust tax hike and lavish living of Garjat Rulers make 
them unpopular among the subjects. As a result, number of popular risings had occurred in the 
princely states of Odisha in between 1900 to 1947. It was also a freedom movement amidst freedom 
movement against the feudal system of native rulers and socialist by nature being influenced by 
newly emerged social and communist ideology of that time. 


The main purpose of the study is to find out the very nature of the Prajamandal movement in Odisha. 


Keywords- Nature, Prajamandal, Garjat, Tributary states, princely states, Rasad, Magan, Gadam, 
Bethi’, Bheti, ‘Begari’ 


INTRODUCTION on tribute i.e. purely economic in nature. Those 
rulers paid satisfactory tribute in time to the British 


Tributary are the prefixes used against the pre authority, were recognized as Raja, Maharaja 


modern native states of Odisha by different 294 Cg apati etc. otherwise they Aaecadeeera 
scholars. Alien historians called these native rulers Zamidars. Before British occupation of Odisha, 
as ‘Zamidars’ and the kingdoms as the Gadajat rulers had been suffering from 


‘Zamidaries’. The relation between British Maratha power by their plundering and a lot of 
Government and native states were purely based torturing activities. Being aware of this situation 


Gadjat, Feudatory, Princely and 
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British Authority requested to the rulers of 
Gadajat, Odisha to help him against the Maratha 
power. Most of the Gadjat rulers agreed to help 
British power against the Maratha power and 
British became successful to occupy Barabati fort 
of Odisha in the year 1803 A.D. immediate after 
this 11(eleven) Gadajats signed the treaty with 
British Power accepting the suzerainty. These 
states were Ali, Narasinghpur, Badamba, Talcher, 
Tigiria, Hindol, Khandapada, Dhenkanala, 
Banapur, Nayagarha, and Nilagiri. In the year 
1804 Bonai, Boudh, Sonepur and Patna joined 
in this list. So British got an access to move its 
army through the Mahanadi from West to East 
Odisha and vice versa. Then the rulers of 
Kendujhar, Banki, Angul and Daspalla signed the 
treaty with Britishers. Again in 1805 Mayurbhanja 
joined in this group. All these states were placed 
under Cuttack collectorate by Regulation-12 of 
XIV-1805. The native states of Odisha under 
Madras presidency came under the British 
suzerainty by the treaty of 1754. These were- 


SIL.No Name ofthe Zamidari Date of 


Joining in 

the Treaty 
1 Athagada (Ganjam) 27.09.1804 
2 Badagadsa 11.10.1804 
3 Birudi 12.08.1804 
4 Budhasingi 20.09.1804 
5 Chikiti 31.08.1804 
6 Dharakota 21.08.1804 
7 Ghumsur 15.08.1804 
8 Huma 28.08.1804 
9 Jarada 02.10.1804 
10 Jalantara 09.08.1804 
11 Jeypore 10.08.1804 
12 Khallikote 12.08.1804 
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13 Mahuri 15.08.1804 
14 Mandasa 20.10.1804 
15 Pratapgiri 15.11.1804 
16 Palur 12.08.1804 
17 Paralakhemundi 13.08.1804 
18 Seragada 12.09.1804 
19 Suruda 21.10.1804 
20 Surangi 02.11.1804 
val Burla 26.09.1804 
Ze Vijayanagar 16.11.1804 


First ofall British company did not collect 
‘Peskus’ from these states except Mayurbhanj 
(Mayurbhanj had been paying an Annual Tribute 
of Rs.1001/- as it had collected pilgrim tax from 
pilgrims visited Puri through it) but later on they 
collected annual tributes from Gadajat states of 
North and South Odisha and collected heavy tax 
from the subjects of Mughal Bandi area. In the 
year 1860 the number of Tributary states reached 
at 26 including Singha Bhumi and Kalahandi. The 
main aim, intention, and focus of British Authorities 
were on tributes. So British Government imposed 
a number of restrictions on native states by 
‘Sanands’ and “Treaty of Engagements” but they 
did not interfere in the internal administrations of 
tributary states.” As a result the rulers of these 
states became autocrat, absolute and oppressive 
in nature. Subjects were exploited physically, 
economically and socially by native rulers. They 
imposed heavy regular taxes and in addition to 
they also extracted money, kinds and free services 
from their subjects through ‘Rasad’ (free and 
compulsory supply of ration to officials on tour), 
‘Magan’ (compulsory contribution of money and 
kinds to the kings and officials on different social 
ceremonies and on purchase of vehicles), ‘Bethi’ 
(forced labour), ‘Bheti’ (presents), ‘Bagari’ (free 
service), ‘Dolibuha’ (free service in carrying the 
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palanquin and baggage of the king and officials 
on tour), ‘Gadam’ (forcibly taken of desired 
kinds or animals by the officials).3 People became 
impatient. Their discontent at last came out as 
rebellions against the unjust rule of the native 
rulers. From 1908 to 1928 there were five 
peasant uprisings in Bamra, 1913-14 a Kandha 
uprising in Daspalla, 1917 Santala uprising in 
Mayurbhanj, in 1922 peasant uprising in 
Dhenkanal, in 1928 peoples rebellion in Nilgiri, 
from 1911 to 1932 Talcher witnessed three tenant 
revolts and in 1930 a peasant uprising in Boudh 
state were some reactions against the 
maladministration of the feudatory states.‘ 


Most of the Gadjat rulers did not support 
National Congress during the freedom movement 
of India, as they were under the protection of 
British Government. They did not allow forming 
congress organizations in their domain. In 1930 
when educated youths of India came under the 
influence of communist and socialist thoughts, 
there started the popular uprisings against the 
arbitrary rule of the feudatory rulers.* 


Study 


1. This is the Karl Marx’s theory of “Thesis, 
Antithesis and Synthesis’. In general, ‘thesis’ is a 
starting point and ‘Antithesis’ is a reaction to the 
‘thesis’ and ‘synthesis’ is the outcome of the 
struggle between ‘thesis’ and ‘antithesis’. The 
struggle for existence of men is going on through 
several distinct stages like primitivism, slavery, 
feudalism, capitalism and communalism. 
Prajamandal movement was a people’s 
movement for a responsible Government against 
a Feudal structure (struggle between ‘thesis’ and 
‘antithesis’).° 

2. It is a movement against multi power 
exploitation. They had to pay heavy taxes to the 
king and king had his compulsion to collect heavy 
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tax from subjects, because he had to pay tribute 
to the British power. In addition to this, people 
were exploited by some family members of the 
ruling family, King’s officials and representatives 
of the British Government, police personel, forest 
officials and village heads. ” 


3. A movement against multi faceted 
exploitation in the form of money, kind and labour. 
‘Rasad’, ‘Magan’, ‘Bethi’, Bheti ‘Bagari’, 
Dolibuha and ‘gadam’ were the examples of this 
kind of exploitation. 


4. A movement against anarchy as there was 
no convenient means to present grievances.’ 


3. A movement against inhumanity. Any 
denial, oppose and inability were heavily 
penalized. Arbitrary arrest, imprisonment, fines, 
merciless beating and physical torture were very 
common punishment of the day. ' 


6. Itisamovement for civil liberty. No basic 
rights and freedoms guaranteed to individuals as 
protection from any arbitrary actions or 
interferences without due process of law." 


ds A people’s movement demanding a 
responsible Government for them. Being 
influenced by the Freedom movement of India, 
subjects of native rulers became aware, conscious 
and fearless to put forth their demand for a 
responsible government. 


8. The movement was socialist in nature. 
After 1930 educated youths influenced by the 
socialist thoughts and principles and demanded 
for a complete change in the field of administration 
in Tributary states.” 


g. It was a part and parcel of Nationalist 
movement. People got strength and enthusiasm 
from the spirit of nationalism and national 
movement of India to fight against evil systems. 
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10. Mobilization of the British forces to 
suppress the movement and their barbarity made 
people more anti British and more national." 


Establishment of ‘All India states’ 
people’s conference’ in December 1927 and 
indirect support of National Congress to this 
organization had given birth “Prajamandals” in 
different Gadjat states of Odisha under the 
leadership of Sarangdhar Das and Harmohan 
Pattanaik of Dhenkanal, Radhanath Rath 
(Athagarah), Pabitra Mohan Pradhan (Talcher), 
Madhusudan Pattanaik (Tigiria), Gangadhara 
Mishra (Ranapur), Kailash Chandra Mohanty 
(Nilagiri), Sarat Chandra Das (Mayurabhanj), 
Kapileswar Nanda (Patna) and Harekrishna 
Mahtab and others. In 1931, the first session of 
the “Orissa states’ People’s conference’ was held 
at Cuttack, Bhubananada Das as its president and 
from 1937-39 Odisha witnessed Prajamandal 
movements in Nilgir, Dhenkanal, Talcher, Ranpur, 
Gangapur and Athagara states. Sarat Chandra 
Das, the Prajamandal leader of Mayurbhanj 
submitted a list of unjust taxes to “States people’s 
enquiry committee” collected by Mayurbhanj ruler 
in 1939 as given bellow- 


1. For fire wood —four Ana per month 


2: For use of pasture land- two Ana per 
animal per month 


3 For selling of cattle in weekly market- 
four Ana per head 


Free ‘Rasad’ for royal officials 

Forced labour for road repairing work 
For pair of bulls and plough- four Ana 
For silk cultivation twelve Ana 
Chaukidar tax 

Road tax 

10. Marriage tax etc. were collected" 


SOO Sl Oe a 


APRIL - 2023 


1942 onwards the movement spread into 
all Gadjat states and became uncontrolled. This 
movement paved the way for integration of 
princely states in India and also in Odisha. After 
independence a provision was made in 1948 that 
there would be no independent Gadjat state within 
India they have to merge with it. Finally they 
merged into India. 
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PENCIL Portal and Child Labour 


Introduction 


Child labour is universally condemned as 
it is one of the most violated human rights issue. 
Like other human beings, the children have rights 
to be respected with regard to their dignity, 
interests, integrity, and opinions. But significantly 
enough, children are deprived of even the basic 
human rights due to them, as they ought to be in 
any civilized society. Child labour was not a new 
phenomenon in the world. The great Economist 
Kautilya(375-283B.C) has mentioned about the 
existence of child labour during 3¢dcentury. He 
has described in his ““Arthashastra” that child 
labour whose age were below 8 years of age 
were working like slaves. Charles Dickens (1812- 
1870), world famous Novelist had highlighted the 
exploitation of juvenile and children in different 
factories of England. Although the condition has 
been improved in of different countries yet the 
exploitation of children remain as usual. 


Magnitude 


According to the census of 2011, 
43,53,247 child labours were identified in our 
country, while 92,087 child labours were identified 
in Odisha. 
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Steps taken by Government 


Many committees and commissions have 
been set up by the government at various times in 
our country to eliminate the practice of child labour 
before and after independence. 


In 1929, a Royal Commission was set 
up under the chairmanship of John Henry Whitley, 
which banned employers from working overtime 
or taking home work for children. In 1944, the 
Labour Investigation Committee, chaired by D. 
P. Rege, recommended restrictions on the 
employment of child labour in industries. 


However, the report of the 
Gurupadaswamy Committee formed in 1979 
paved the way for the elimination of child labour 
practices throughout India. On the basis of the 
report of the Gurupadaswamy Committee, the 
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 
1986 was enacted in the country. In the 7th Five 
Year Plan, the National Child Labour Policy was 
approved by the Cabinet on 14th August, 1987. 
Again, the world’s largest National Child Labour 
Project was launched in 1988 to identify and 
rescue child labours under the age of 14 and 
mainstream them with special education and 
vocational training in special schools. The National 


APRIL - 2023 


Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669 


Child Labour Project was a boon for child labours 
in the country. Through the establishment of the 
project, millions of child labours were rescued 
from painful labour and benefited from special 
education and vocational training as well as 
nutritious food, stipends and various poverty 
alleviation schemes for parents. As a result, 
between 2001 and 2011, about 83 lakh child 
labours decreased in the country. 


PENCIL Portal 


In order to create a child labour free 
society across the country by engaging Central 
Government, State Government, District 
Administration, Civil Society and public ina single 
platform and manage all data and complaints 
related to child labour practice through a single 
database Government proudly launched 
PENCiL(Platform for Effective Enforcement for 
No Child Labour) portal on 26th September 
2017. Successful implementation of the Child 
Labour (Prohibition and Control) Act, 1986, 
Complaint Cell, Convergence of all departments, 
management of National Child Labour Project, 
tracking of children and monitoring by State 
Governments remain the main components of this 
portal. Through the complaint cell on this portal, 
anyone who sees child or adolescent labour being 
employed anywhere in the country can file a 
complaint immediately without going to the office. 
By clicking on the new complaint link, a complaint 
can be filed by providing the details of the child/ 
adolescent employed, the address of the 
workplace and the details of the complainant. On 
receiving the complaint, the District Nodal Officer 
investigates the genuineness of the allegations and 
takes action as well as rescues the concerned 
child/adolescent labour. Rescued children 
between the ages of 5 to 8 are admitted in the 
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SSA, children between 9 to 14 years are admitted 
to Special Training Centres (STC) of National 
Child Labour Project and adolescents of 15-18 
age group are admitted to the relevant skill 
development centres. 


Since the opening of the PENCIL portal, 
the management of all child labour Special 
Training Centres, including the National Child 
Labour Project, has been accepted through the 
portal only. Special Training Centres were also 
forced to upload the daily attendance of the child 
labour students through the portal only. But the 
infrastructure was not developed for the purpose. 
For example, in Special Training Centres, the 
salary of a working teacher is 7000/- per month, 
while the salary of an accountant is only 5000/-. 
How can the employee buy an Android phone to 
manage the pencil portal with such a salary and 
how to recharge data pack every month? A gain, 
according to the data provided by the Union 
Ministry of Communications in the Parliament this 
year, out of 5,97,618 villages of our country, 
25,067 villages have not received mobile and 
internet services at all. Our state is at the top in 
this list as 6099 villages out of 51583 villages still 
do not have mobile and internet services. Then 
how will the public and child labour Special 
Training Centres of the said villages use the pencil 
portal without mobile and internet facility? 


According to the data displayed on this 
portal on 23" Decemeber,2022, 197413 
(0.05%) children have been identified in the whole 
country since launching of the portal, 24955 nos. 
of child labour students have been enrolled in 
NCLP Special Training Centre(STC) , 138836 
nos. of child labour students of NCLP have been 
mainstreamed into formal education and District 
Nodal Officers have been appointed in 625 
districts throughout the country. 
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Subsuming of NCLP 


During the last budget session speech, the 
Finance Minister of our country announced in 
Parliament that the National Child Labour Project, 
which has been functioning smoothly since 1988 
for the welfare of child labours across the country 
at an annual cost of only Rs.190 crore under the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment, will be 
subsumed in the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan 
(Ministry of Education) w.e.f31st March, 2021. 
In that budget, an expenditure of Rs 37,510 crore 
was allocated for the National Education Mission. 
But till date the NCLP hasn’t yet been taken over 
by any ministry as a result of which many child 
labours and employees are suffering from their 
livelihoods. 


Conclusion 


Launching of PENCiL portal is an 
innovative step of the Government, but to make 
it cent percent useful, mobile and internet services 
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must first be provided in all parts of the country. 
Secondly, to use it, the concerned staff and 
officials should be given full practical training. In 
addition to that, the most important thing is to 
create strong awareness among the public about 
its use. Involvement of National Child Labour 
Project in this portal is a very interesting idea but 
before that there was a need to develop the 
infrastructures. Subsuming of National Child 
Labour Project with SSA is not a wise decision 
of the Government because child labour system 
comes under the purview of the Child Labour 
(Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986 which is 
implemented by the Labour Department not SSA. 


Dr. Samir Kumar Nanda, Programme Manager, Labour 
& Employment, Deogarh-768108, E-mail : 
drsamir.20 15@gmail.com, Mob : 9437218917. 
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Thought for a Hot Summer 


The hot summer days are unceremoniously back ! 
With the daytime temperatures inching to 40°C 
so early in the season, the current season promises 
to be painfully hot. Gone are the days when the 
summer in our childhood village days was so 
pleasant and soothing. The cool refreshing 
southerly breezes of the evening, the cuckoo’s 
melodious song in the meadows, cricket’s tune 
reverberating the quiet afternoons, the smell of 
mango buds swept away by the winds and people 
enjoying playing cards under moon-lit sky till late 
night - all revive the sweet memories of the ancient 
village life. So what has gone wrong these days ? 


Scientists are attributing this unusual 
situation to arelativelyrecentlyknown This 
bizarre effect has gravely affected the lives and 
livelihoods of people around the world. Aman 
in the Maldives worries about relocating his family 
due to the sea level rise, a farmer in Kansas 
struggles for bread as prolonged periods of 
drought ravaged his crops, a fisherman on the 
Niger river wonders why his fishing net went 
empty, a child in New Jersey worries how she 
lost her home to a super-storm and a woman in 
Bangladesh struggled to get fresh water due to 
more frequent flooding and cyclones: they are few 
of the enormously many victims of global 
warming. Intense heat waves in 2003 took a toll 
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of around 35,000 people in the whole of Europe 
including 15,000 lives in France alone. About 700 
million people in India depending directly on 
climate-sensitive sectors such as agriculture, 
forests and fisheries for their livelihood will directly 
face the brunt of the consequences of climate 
change induced by global warming. Even animals 
are not spared from the wrath of nature’s fury. 
The Polar bear in the melting ice sheets of the 
Arctic, the Royal Bengal tigers in India’s fragile 
mangrove forests of the Sundarbans, the Right 
whale in the plankton-poor waters of the warming 
North Atlantic, and the Orangutan in Indonesian 
forests segmented by frequent bushfires and 
droughts are some of the survivors of this tell-tale 
story. 


Global warming has proved to be very 
harsh to our state Odisha also. Atmospheric 
temperature is consistently surging with summer 
seasons turning out to be painfully unbearable. 
Low pressure weather conditions and depressions 
are becoming regular incidents causing 
unpredictable rainfall patterns across the state 
much to the woes of farmers. Who can forget 
the scorching hot summer days of 1998 when 
hundreds of people died of Sunstroke and the 
devastating Super cyclone of 1999 that claimed 
thousands of lives in coastal Odisha. Frequent 
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floods and famines in the following years battered 
the lives of the people and shattered the economy 
of the state. The sea has also posed a serious 
threat to the state. The Bay of Bengal is expanding 
towards the coastal landscape at an alarming rate 
taking many villages and farmlands into its grip 
thereby seriously threatening the livelihood of the 
native villagers. 


Scientists have reached a consensus that 
the emission of certain greenhouse gasses (like 
Carbon dioxide, Methane, Nitrous Oxide, etc) is 
responsible for this unusual warming of our planet. 
These gases have never been a threat to mankind 
since the long history of our planet as they used 
to trap some of the Sun’s radiant heat and help 
maintain the minimum temperature on Earth (18 
°C) necessary for survival of life. Without these 
gasses, the Earth would have been incredibly 
colder with its mean temperature dropping to - 
26 °C where no life could exist! However, these 
gases are constantly accumulating in our 
atmosphere far beyond the safety limit since the 
Industrial revolution of the eighteenth century. 
These are mostly produced by the burning of fossil 
fuels like coal and petroleum which were initially 
used as raw materials for giant hungry machines 
of various industries and later for generation of 
electricity and other forms of energy and as fuels 
for automobiles. While the increase of Carbon 
dioxide in our atmosphere is 11%, Methane 
accounts to a whopping r 149% since the 
Industrial revolution. While global Carbon dioxide 
emission increased by 3 times during the period 
1960 to 2002, there has been a dramatic increase 
of the gas by 33% since 1986. Our atmospheric 
Carbon dioxide level is currently estimated at 385 
ppm which is the highest in the last 6,50,000 years 
of our planet’s history. According to a projected 
report of the IPCC, this will reach a record high 
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between 541 to 970 ppm by the year 2100. Isn’t 
this quite alarming? 


While greenhouse gas emissions account 
for three-fourths of the global warming, a large 
portion of the rest is due to deforestation. Forests 
used to absorb large quantities of Carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and keep its level in control. 
As forests are cleared every day to give way for 
concrete jungles, Carbon dioxide absorption on 
the planet is seriously affected leading to its 
uncontrolled build-up in the biosphere. Some of 
the global warming also results from the melting 
of Arctic sea ice which has been a key factor in 
stabilizing the global climate. Melting of sea ice 
(Ice is a good reflector of radiant heat) reduces 
the amount of solar energy reflected back into 
space thereby contributing to global warming. 


Keeping these grave consequences in 
mind, world leaders have met at several forums 
in the past to find a solution to the menace of 
emission of greenhouse gasses with the Rio 
Summit in 1992 serving as the launching pad. 
Kyto protocol, an international treaty signed under 
United Nation’s Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), is an important 
milestone in this regard. Signed in 1995, it sets 
binding obligations on industrialized nations to 
reduce emissions of 6 greenhouse gases within a 
time frame. According to the provisions of the 
protocol, industrial nations have to cut down their 
emission levels by 5.2% as compared to the 1990 
base level during the period 2008 to 2012. 
Accordingly, a target of 7% for the US, 8% for 
the European Union, and 6% for Japan was 
earmarked and developing countries like China 
and India were exempted from any target. The 
agreement came into force in 2005 and a total of 
181 nations (accounting for more than 55% of 
the world’s greenhouse gas emissions) have 
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implemented its recommendations by the year 
2008. However, the USA, the largest emitter of 
greenhouse gasses in the world, rejected the treaty 
because of the exclusion of major populous 
countries of the world like China and India from 
the provisions. Before the expiry of the term of 
Kyoto protocol in 2012, the Parties again met at 
the Danish capital Copenhagen in 2009 to renew 
their commitments on carbon emission curbs. The 
historic Copenhagen Accord (drafted by the 
United States, China, India, Brazil and South 
Africa), recognizing climate change as the greatest 
challenge of the century, urged for actions to keep 
any temperature rise to below 2°C by the year 
2050 as compared to pre-industrial times. 
However, the document was not legally binding 
on any country and does not contain any definite 
roadmap for reducing CO, emissions for 
developed nations. 


Given the turmoil and turbulence in the world 
political scenario as mentioned above, there is no 
sight ofa lasting solution in near future. Our 
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mantra should be to ‘Think globally and Act 
locally’. We should cut down our energy 
consumption at individual levels and use 
appliances which are energy efficient. We 
should explore green and renewable sources 
of energy in place of conventional fossil fuels. 
We should turn off our lights or computers 
whenever not in use saving electricity that 
entails less emission of gasses. Further, we 
should use bicycles (which are good for our 
health) rather than cars or bikes to travel 
short distances and mass transport vehicles 
like buses should be preferred in place of 
individual conveyances like bikes or cars to 
save energy. Finally, we should plant more 
trees to keep our environment clean and 
green. 


Nikunja Bihari Sahu, Education Officer, Regional 
Science Centre, Shyamla Hills, Bhopal. 
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Chhanda of Vedic Hymn : 
The Rhythms of Universe 


Chhanda is the orderliness and rhythm ofa Poem. 
It is the repeating of same sound after some 
interval. Sounds having rhythms create varieties 
of emotions at Psychic level. Butrhythmless sound 
has no potency like that of rhythmic sound. That’s 
why chhanda (rhythm) exists in every orderly 
system having a purpose. The vast universe is 
working in a certain rhythm and regularity. The 
sun, planets, stars and every celestial stuff move 
in arhythmic regular manner. The energy cycle, 
water cycle, climate change, seasonal cycle, our 
birth-death cycle, blood circulation, respiratory 
system all are rhythmic. In fact, there is a biological 
clock in our body which sets the regularity in 
functioning of body organs, both inner and 
external, fora good health and long living. Rhythm 
is the basis of regularity. This is a natural tendency. 
The cosmos is an organic system; therein lies an 
sacrificial cyclic flow of energy within different 
states of balance-imbalance, order-disorder, day- 
night, seasons, birth-death, yin-yang to maintain 
harmony and sustainability. Thanks to this rhythms 
of nature, the whole cosmos Contains poetic 
beauty inspiring many great poets, philosophers, 
scientists to think about it deeply. Chhanda or 
rhythm plays crucial role in Vedic hymns and its 
detail mathematical description is mentioned in the 
ancient book ‘chhanda sutra’ by Maharshi 


78 


Satyabrata Panigrahy 


Pingala. The geometrical concepts of golden ratio, 
fibonacci sequences are related to the ancient 
metrical science of maharshi Pingala’s chhanda 
sutra. 


Leonardo of Pisa, also called fibonacci 
(1170 -1250) is known for discovery of 
fibonacci sequence 0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13, 21.... in 
which nth term is_~ given’ by 
U,, = U,,_, — U,_2.Wecan find this fibonacci 
sequence everywhere in nature’s patterns, which 
forms the basis of golden ratio and spiral shapes. 
But the sequence was well known in India before 
Leonardo’s time. Indian authorities on the metrical 
sciences used this sequence in works on metric. 
The basic units in Sanskrit prosody are a letter 
having a single matra (mora or a syllabic instant) 
called laghu (light) and that having two morae 
called Guru (heavy). The former is denoted by 
‘T and the latter is denoted by ‘s’ and their role in 
metric is the same as that of 1 and 2 in 
Combinatories. 


Meters in Sanskrit and Prakrit poetry 
mainly fall under the following three categories: 
Varna-vrttas are meters in which the number of 
letters (varna) remains Constant and the number 
of morae is arbitrary. 
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Matra-vrttas are meters in which the 
number of morae remains constant and the 
number of letters is arbitrary. In “Matra-vrtta’, 
the number of variations of a meter of one mora 
is 1.The number of variations of a meter of 2 
morae is 2. The number of variations of a meter 
of 3 morae is 3. The same process of expansion 
is followed for meters having more than 3 morae. 
Thus the expansion of a meter of n morae is 
obtained by writing, in order, each Variation in 
the expansion of a meter of (n-2) morae, on the 
left side of a guru and then the same of (n-1) 
morae on the left side of laghu. 


The expansion of Matra-vrttas 
corresponds to a Partitioning of a number. The 
variations of Matra-vrttas form the sequence of 
numbers which are now called Fibonacci 
numbers. For the numbers of variations of meter 
having 1,2,3,4,5,6— morae are respectively 1,2, 
3,5,8,13,21 and these are the fibonacci 
numbers. It is also observed that the method for 
finding the numbers of variations of matra-vrttas 
leads to the common rule for the formation of 
fibonacci numbers. 
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Hence we can say that the idea of 
fibonacci sequence traces its origin to the 
development of metrical science of Sanskrit 
prosody and poetic beauty in India. The 
appearance of fibonacci sequence in Indian 
mathematics in connection with Sanskrit prosody 
and rhythms, was Pointed out by Parmanand singh 
in 1985. The chhanda Shastra presents the first 
known description of a binary number system. 
Halayudha’s Commentry on chhandashastra 
includes a description about pascal’s triangle 
(called as Meru prastara). In Sanskrit works, 
flbonacci series numbers are called “Matra- 
Meru’. Hemachandra, Indian Jain mathematician 
and poet, is credited with knowledge of fibonacci 
sequence, writing that the sum of the last and the 
one before the last is the number of the next 
Matra-vrtta. Bharat Muni expresses knowledge 
of the sequence in Natya Shastra and Virahanka, 
Indian prosodist, also proposed this sequence in 
his commentary on chhanda sutra of Pingala. 


Satyabrata Panigrahy, Gunupur, Rayagada, Odisha, 
E-mail : satyal 999situ@gmail.com, Mob : 6371684699. 
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Architectural Space : Human Rights and 
Dimensions of Urban Politics 


Abstract: 


Dr. Sunita Samal 
Sanandan Panda 


When we consider of control that individuals have over the use of space in society then we have 
to discuss the freedom and limitations that provides into broader pattern of city life. The right to 
the city is, therefore, far more than a right of individual’s access to the resources that the city 


embodies. It is a collective rather than an individual right since changing the city inevitably 
depends upon the exercise of a collective power over the process of urbanization. The freedom 
to make and remake our city is one of the most precious yet most neglected of aspect of human 
rights. The question is whether architecture is of the people and by the people but not for the 


people remains to be answered. 


Introduction: 


Space is socially produced and can 
therefore be socially changed. According to 
Tiziana Kassahun’', architecture organizes ‘me’ 
and ‘us’ spaces with adequate consideration for 
individualism and socialism. In the global 
transformation, new phenomenon hits societies 
such as racism, discrimination, urban inequality 
and effects of climate change. The built 
environment seems unable to tolerate all these 
threats. The ultimate target for architect is to make 
people live with dignity, comfort and safety. 
Manifestation of Human Rights: 

Throughout the history of architecture, 
civilizations have produced different typologies of 
buildings. Each one has treated man with certain 
perspective. In ancient Egyptian civilization, 
builders initiated mega-scale temple to glorify kings 
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and God. Renaissance Age pioneers, revolted on 
anti-humanist representations. The industrial 
revolution employed all materials, machines and 
sciences to serve humanism. Architectural 
projects, therefore, fulfilled the physical without 
covering the spiritual and emotional human needs. 


To claim the right to the city in the sense 
we mean it here is to claim some kind of shaping 
power over processes of urbanization and the way 
in which our cities are made and remade and to 
do so ina radical way. This research aims at to 
investigate the relationship between architecture 
and human rights trying to propose a new 
architectural manifestation that puts human rights 
as first priority. 


The United Nations defines Human Rights as— 


‘These rights are simply the rights that 
naturally exist in all human beings—these rights 
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are inherent to all of us regardless nationality, sex, 
origin, race, colors, religion, language, or any other 
status. These rights include rights to food, 
education, work, health and liberty’’. 


The Ideal of urban identity of citizenship 
and belonging are already threatened by spreading 
malaise of neo-liberal ethic, become much harder 
to sustain. The privatization of redistribution 
through criminal activity threatens individual 
security at every turn prompting popular demands 
for police suppressions. Even the city might 
function as a collective body politic, a site within 
and from which progressive social movements 
seeking to overcome the isolations. It reshapes 
the city in a different social image that gives by 
the power of developers backed by corporate 
capital and increasingly entrepreneurially minded 
local state apparatus. 


But surplus absorption through urban 
transformation has even the darker aspects. It has 
entailed repeated bouts of urban restructuring 
through ‘creative destruction’. This nearly always 
has a class dimension since it is usually the poor, 
the under-privileged and marginalized class suffer 
first and for most from this process. 


The growth of the big modern cities gives 
the land in certain outlook particularly in those 
areas which are centrally situated. The building 
erected in those areas depress value instead of 
increasing it because they no longer belong to the 
change circumstances. A process what is called 
accumulation by dispossession, also lies at the 
core of the urban process under capitalism’. 


Creative Destruction and The Right to City: 


It is not just an everyday behaviour but 
such process as technological innovation, artistic 
creativity and economic development goes side 
by side with environmental degradation and social 
polarization. Anti-humanism is a rejection of every 
theory that based on rationalism and essence of 
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man. Coming to Marxism, we found the formation 
of history and politics are based on radically new 
concepts of social formation, productive forces, 
relations of production, super structure and 
determination which is very much opposite too 
liberal capitalism*. Harvey’s Marxism moved him 
away from spatial causality and from a focus on 
justice itself. The notion of the urbanization of 
injustice would be carried forward and Harvey 
would write again on the right to the city’. 


In the book ‘The Right to the city’ 
Lefebvre emphasized the spatial right of space 
users. These rights are related to the process of 
the formation and use of spaces. According to 
Lefebvre, the right addresses the replacement of 
current capitalist urban spatial production system 
with a collective process that people must share 
side by side with architects and urbanists®. 


The Aristotelian idea that being urban is 
the essence of being ‘political’. The concept of 
justice and its relations to related notions of 
democracy, citizenship and civil rights has taken 
on new meaning in the contemporary context for 
many different reasons including the intensification 
of economy as well as the trans-disciplinary 
diffusion of critical spatial perspective. 


In United States, through the abuse of 
rights of “eminent domain’ displace long-term 
residents in reasonable housing in favour of higher 
order land uses: Challenged in the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the liberal justice carried the day against 
the conservatives in saying it was perfectly 
constitutional for local jurisdictions to behave in 
this way in order to increase their property tax 
base. The long-term effect of Margaret Thatcher’s 
privatization of social housing in central London 
has been create a rent and housing price structure 
through the metropolitan areas that preclude lower 
income and now even middle-class people having 
access to housing anywhere near urban centre. 
The price of bourgeoning processes of creative 
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destruction that entails the dispossession of the 
urban masses of ‘right to city’. 


Increasing the share of surplus under state 
control will only work if the state itselfis brought 
back under democratic control. Here the answer 
is greater democratic control over production and 
use of the surplus. Throughout capitalist history, 
some of the surplus value created has been fixed 
away by the state and in social democratic model, 
the proportion rose significantly putting much of 
the surplus under state control. What we find the 
whole neo-liberal project over the last many years 
has been oriented towards privatization of control 
over the surplus. 


Architecture as a Cultural Representation: 


Enlightenment thought on culture and 
civilization in Western societies were regarded as 
superior to those in non-western societies. This 
hierarchy was introduced not only between but 
also within societies based on values presumed 
to be universal. Indeed, the term ‘aesthetic’ has 
been denied to works of popular art, given their 
embeddedness in ritual and other uses. 


Paul Oliver, one of the best-known 
authors on popular architecture, does not take 
issue with the categories ‘high and ‘popular’. He 
distinguished between architecture of people and 
by the people but not for the people. Without a 
Building tradition, there is no authentic popular 
culture. 


We call building ‘vernacular’ because 
they embody values alien to those cherished in 
the academy. Self-builders do not always design 
their houses according to an academic theory of 
ideology but may also use their personal ideas, 
desires and needs. Just as the opposition between 
the traditional and modern does not work, so also 
the difference between high culture and popular 
culture does not desirable. 
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Now the bond to a shared destiny of 
poor neighbourhood were stuck in a various cycle 
of cultural values, customs and practices 
perpetuated from one generation to the next in 
the ‘culture of poverty’ paradigm. The city was 
perceived not only as the scene of a struggle 
between social classes, but the space itself 
became the stake of that struggle. According to 
Lefebvre’s theory, social and capitalist relations 
come about via the social production of space’. 
David Harvey emphasised how can the 
reproduction of unequal political, economics and 
social relationships in the late 20" century be 
resolved’. 


The built environment is both amedium 
and an outcome of social intervention. The 
relationships between people and the built 
environment should be dynamic and reflective. We 
build the things we conceive and our structures 
should lead us to new ideas and approaches that 
is progressive’. Further, we have to explain how 
inter-human distances in public spaces are 
constructed and what this reveals about society. 
Richardson (1982) describes how people 
incorporate material culture into situation that they 
are creating so that they can bring about unity 
between the situation and material setting in urban 
life'”. 

We should focus more on how social 
interactions are embedded in certain places and 
in building that they do at present. The fact that 
numerous socio-cultural differences coexist in the 
urban space of cities in a condition pregnant with 
opportunities for architectural exploration. While 
architecture and history deal primarily with 
exceptional and unusual forms, anthropology and 
geography focus mainly on traditional and 
everyday building methods. In addition to the 
cultural analysis of building traditions and 
architectural designs we see that American scholar 
focused mainly on the psychological, symbolic 
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and emotional meaning of urban settings. The 
analytical distinction between high culture and 
popular culture has deeply influenced idea about 
culture in American society. 


The social science texts, art and refined 
cultural products are identified as high culture 
where aesthetic and style principle are paramount. 
Paul Oliver (2003) one of the best-known authors 
on popular architecture, does not take issues with 
the categories such as high and popular. For him, 
he distinguished between architecture of the 
people and by the people but not for the people". 


The structure of urban society is the main 
reason why poor urbanites rely on each other. 
Lacking access to regular sources of subsistence, 
they are forced to form their own, informal society- 
within-society even though that distinction 
between formal and informal is untenable in daily 
life. That we found in parallel society. 


We live in a world, after all, where the 
rights of private property and the profit rate trump 
all other notions of rights. There are occasions 
when the ideal of human rights takes a collective 
turn, when as rights of labourer, women, minorities 
come to the fore—a legacy of the long- standing 
labour movement and the 1960s Civil Rights 
movement in the United States that was collective 
and had a global resonance. 


Conclusion: 


Lefebvre is right when he insists that the 
revolution has to be ‘urban’ in the broadest sense 
that term or nothing at all. There is a need to 
explore a kind of collective right that is ‘right to 
city’. Because there is a revival of interest in Henri 
Lefebvre’s idea on the topic as these were 
articulated in relation to the movement of 1968 
there were various movements around the world 
that are now demanding the ‘right to the city’ as 
their end -product. Space is socially produced 
and can therefore be socially changed. Edward 
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Said states that just as none of us are beyond 
geography, none of us is completely free from the 
struggle over geography- that is about ideas and 
images. 
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Community Outreach Programme of Women 
& Child Development Department to Fight 
Gender-based Violence 


The first international definition of gender-based 
violence was the United Nations Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW). This defined 
gender-based violence as any act...that results 
in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 
psychological harm or suffering to women, 
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary 
deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in 
private or public life...violence against women 
shall be understood to encompass, but not be 
limited to, physical, sexual and psychological 
violence occurring in the family, the community, 
including sexual battering, sexual abuse of female 
children, dowry-related violence, marital rape, 
female genital mutilation and other traditional 
practices harmful to women, non-spousal 
violence, violence related to exploitation, sexual 
harassment and intimidation at work, in 
educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking 
in women, forced prostitution, and violence 
against women perpetrated and condoned by the 
state. 


The CEDAW definition grew out of many 
years of activism, lobbying, and contestation about 
definitions and concepts. Part of the struggle 
against gender-based violence has therefore 
involved naming and conceptualising it because 
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it has often been un-named, hidden or 
marginalised in public life. 


Gender based violence is one of the most 
prevalent human rights violations in the world. It 
knows no social economic or national boundaries. 
Gender-based violence both reflects and 
reinforces inequities between men and women and 
compromises as well as undermines the health, 
dignity, security, autonomy, safety, self-respect and 
sovereignty of its victims. It encompasses an 
extensive assortment of human rights violations, 
including sexual exploitation of children, rape, 
home brutality, sexual battering and harassment, 
trafficking of women and girls and numerous 
detrimental customary practices. Any one of these 
abuses can leave profound mental scars, damage 
the wellbeing of women and girls in common, 
including their reproductive and sexual health, and 
in some instances, results in death. Violence 
against women has been called “the most insidious 
yet slightest renowned human rights oppression 
in the globe, and is a demonstration of historically 
uneven supremacy dealings between men and 
women, which have led to dominance over and 
inequity against women by men and to the 
hindrance of the complete progression of women, 
that cruelty against women is one of the critical 
social mechanisms by which women are 
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compelled into a subsidiary position compared 
with men. 


Worldwide an estimated one in three 
women will experience physical or sexual abuse 
in her lifetime. Around the world, as many as one 
in every three women has been beaten, coerced 
into sex, or maltreated in some other approach — 
most frequently by someone she knows, including 
by her spouse or another male relatives; one 
woman in four has been ill-treated during 
pregnancy. Violence against women mutually 
violates and impairs or nullifies the gratification 
by women of their human rights and elementary 
freedoms. In all societies, to a superior or minor 
extent, women and girls are subjected to corporal, 
sexual and mental violence that cuts across ranks 
of earnings, class and customs. This is a subject 
which endangers women’s lives, bodies, mental 
uprightness and autonomy. Violence may have 
reflective effects, both direct and indirect, ona 
woman’s reproductive health, including: 
unnecessary pregnancies and limited admittance 
to family planning information and contraceptives, 
treacherous abortion or injuries unremitting 
throughout a lawful abortion subsequent to an 
unwanted pregnancy, complications from 
recurrent, high-risk pregnancies and lack of 
follow-up care, sexually transmitted infections, 
including HIV, continual gynecological problems 
as well as mental tribulations. 


Women and Child Development 
Department, Government of Odisha, works for 
the welfare of women and child. It undertakes 
various activities from time to time to create 
awareness amongst people on the issue. In the 
month of Decembers series of events were 
organised at the level of Institutions managed 
under the Department and at the level of 


APRIL - 2023 


educational institutions and communities through 
its implementing partners. 


One stop centres, Swadhar greh and 
Ujjwala homes, family counselling centres and 
women helpline organised various programs at 
various levels on the issue. Besides this in the 
Advika—Adolescent life skill education program 
being implemented at the level of Anganwadi 
centres and directly reaching out to young boys 
and girls of the community were oriented on the 
issue of gender discrimination and various forms 
of gender based violence existing in our society. 
They were also made aware of the legal provisions 
to protect the rights of girls and women and 
support systems available for supporting survivors 
of violence. The young people were also made 
aware of the women helpline services and one 
stop centres that are operational at the level of 
district hospitals to support women in distress. 
Besides this the department organised 2 day 
training program for members of Internal 
Committees. 2 members from each department 
were oriented on aspects of gender discrimination, 
Gender based violence including sexual 
harassment at workplace and how the committee 
can play proactive role to not only sensitively deal 
with the cases that come to it but also take on 
initiatives to create awareness amongst the officials 
and department staff on the issue. Similar training 
programs were organised by one stop centres at 
the district level for members of Local committees 
that are formed at the Collectorate office for 
addressing issues of violence especially faced by 
women in unorganised sectors and where internal 
committees are not present. 


Implementing agencies managing shelter 
homes undertook programs both at the level of 
the homes and communities to create awareness 
on the issue. Lawyers from district legal services 
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authority were invited to these homes to make 
the inmates aware of their rights. Legal counselling 
was also provided by the lawyers to the inmates 
of the home. Signature campaigns were also 
undertaken at the level of the district to reinforce 
the commitment of all to create a violence free 
society. One stop centres organised discussions 
with students of schools and colleges on the issue 
of violence. They were made aware of the legal 
rights of girls and women and the support services 
available to support survivors of violence. Leaflets 
on '181 women helpline' and one stop centres 
were distributed by the team to create awareness 
on the services. One stop centre Nuapada staff 
staged a small drama on the theme of Domestic 
violence in the Godfula panchayat office premises. 
Sambalpur OSC staffreached out to the students 
of Balibandha girls high school, Sambalpur. One 
stop centre and Swadhar greh staff jointly 
organised a program at Chatra village of 
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Jagatsinghpur and created awareness on legal 
provisions of women and girls. Lawyers from 
district legal authority cell oriented the participants 
on the various legal provisions especially for girls 
and women. The participants were also made 
aware on domestic violence issues and how the 
survivors of domestic violence can reach out for 
help in case they are facing any form of domestic 
violence. OSC Koraput organised program at 
High school Alamanda, Bandhugaon, Koraput. 
OSC Ganjam with the help of district 
administration organised program with all major 
stakeholders including DSWO, Protection officer, 
CDPO, SHG members, Anganwadi workers and 
school students. OSC Gajapati organised district 
level program to create awareness on the issue 
of child marriage. 


Manas Ranjan Khuntia 
OSD, I & P.R. Dept. 
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District Level Selling Points of 
Utkal Prasanga and Odisha Review 
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: c) ICRR, Dharmagarh, Kalahandi 
. Padhiary Path Choudhury B ‘ : 
ee ee Contact No.8249420026 
Contact No.9827961241 16. DIPRO Office, Kandhamala 
__ ICRR, Deogarh Contact No.9437492459 
Contact No.9437832950 17. ICRR, Kendrapara, O/o-DIPRO 
(a) DIPRO Office, Dhenkanal Contact No.6371861572 
(b) ICRR, Dhenkanal 18. DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Keonjhar 
Contact No.8596060409 Contact No.9437335263 
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19. DIPRO Office, Pallahat, Khordha 


20. 
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24. 
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Contact No.6370270876 


DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Koraput 


Contact No.9439591473 


DIPRO Office, Malkangiri 
Contact No.82606425 14 


DIPRO Office, Mayurbhanja 
Contact No.9861704757 


a) ICRR, Nuapara 
b) ICRR, Khariar, Nuapara 
Contact No.9437217611 


DIPRO Office, Nawarangapur 
(Sanskruti Bhawan) 
Contact No.9437427155 


DIPRO Office, Nayagarh 
Contact No.9040258858 


a) DIPRO Office, Puri 
b) ICRR, Lions Gate, Puri 
Contact No.9437302618 
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a) ICRR, Rayagada 
b) ICRR, Gunupur, Rayagada 
Contact No.9438641785 


DIPRO Office, Collectorate, Sambalpur 
Contact No.9090508528 


District Library, Subarnapur 
Contact No.9938347678 


ICRR, Sundargarh, Near Old Bus Stand 
Contact No.9776109772 


a) DIPRO Office, Rourkela, Hockey 
Chowk, Panposh 

b) City Library, Municipal Corporation, 
Rourkela 
Contact No. 8895552874 


Jayadev Bhawan, State Information Centre 
Contact No. 7064673438 


APRIL - 2023 


Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal administering Oath of Office to 
newly appointed Information Commissioner of Odisha Shri Sushant Kumar Mohanty 
at Raj Bhawan. Principal Secretary, Information and Public Relations Department, 
Shri Sanjay Kumar Singh is present during the occasion. 


Centre of Excellence for 
INSTITUTE OF 
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Hon’ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal attending the Classical Odia Language Day 


function held by Ministry of Education, Government of India. Eminent persons and 
dignitaries are present during the occasion. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik during the an ae Celebration of 
International Women's Day-2023 at Convention Centre, Lokaseva Bhavan. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating the Gopabandhu Memorial 
Museum at the birth place of Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
at Suando, Sakshigopal. 


(II) 


a 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik being presented with a soft copy of 
State Budget 2023-24 by Finance Minister Shri Niranjan Pujari 
at Odisha Legislative Assembly. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik with Chairman and Councillors of 
Hinjilicut Municipality at Naveen Nibas. 


(I) 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik at the Orientation Programme for 
184 newly recruited Officers of Co-Operation Department. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik Flagging off 1st Non-Scheduled flight 
service between Bhubaneswar and Rangeilunda Sector at Biju Patnaik International 
Airport, Bhubaneswar. 


(IV) 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik paying Floral Tribute 
during Biju Patnaik’s Birth Anniversary at OLA Premises. 


(V) 


EXPLORE 
NADHYA PRADES! 


Mountaineer Asha Malviya, who is on a cycle expedition visiting all States of India to 
spread the message on woman safety, paying a courtesy visit to 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik. 


MUSEUM OF JUSTICE 
PROF. Od Se 


Hon’ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal delivering speech during the inauguration of the 
Museum of Justice at the Barabati Fort in Cuttack City. 


Vrindaban Mahotsav, 


Hon'ble Governor Prof. Ganeshi Lal attending the Vrindaban Mahotsav 
at Bhubaneswar. 
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MRSA MUNDA a, STADIUM 


Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurating Birsa Munda Athletic 
Stadium at Rourkela. 
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Revenue & Disaster Management Minister Smt. Pramila Mallik, Chief Secretary 
Shri Pradeep Kumar Jena and MD,OSDMA Shri Nikunja Bihari Dhal sharing the 
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar -2023 received by OSDMA with 

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik at Naveen Nibas. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik distributing Bi-cycles for use of 
Community Partners of Mission Shakti working under various urban initiatives 
at Convention Centre, Lokaseva Bhaban. 


